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NOT A ‘DRY DAY’

m Rain lashed Hyderabad through
the day, with traffic snarls being
reported from Hitec City, Jubilee
Hills and Begumpet

m Kotapalle in Mancherial district
received the highest rainfall in
Telangana at 12.4 cm, followed
by Kannepalli (12.3 cm), Tandur
(12 cm) and Bellampalli (11cm)

Citizens shield themselves from
the rain near Tourism Plaza in
Begumpet, Hyderabad, on Tuesday
| SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN
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learning outcomes, infra

State secures 28.8% marks in learning outcomes, quality category

MEGHNA NATH @ Hyderabad

TELANGANA may have sig-
nificantly improved its position
in the Ministry of Education’s
Performance Grading Index
(PGI) 2.0 over the past four
years, but weak learning out-
comes and inadequate school
infrastructure continue to
hamper the quality of educa-
tion in the state.

These concerns came to the
fore during a two-day state-level
residential orientation pro-
gramme on the PGI, organised
by the Telangana School Educa-
tion Department, where a draft
analysis of the state’s PGI per-
formance was presented to dis-
trict-level education officials.

According to the analysis,
Telangana climbed from 31st to
18th among 28 states and eight
Union Territories between
2021-22 and 2025-26, with its
overall PGI score improving
from 479.9 to 599.7.

However, the state’s weakest
performance was in the Learn-
ing Outcomes and Quality cat-
egory, the highest-weighted
component of the PGI frame-
work. Telangana secured only
69 out of 240 marks (28.8%),
ranking 26th nationally. The
low score suggests that im-
provements in enrolment and
access to schools have not
translated into better learning
outcomes for students.

The report also identified in-

frastructure and facilities as
another area requiring urgent
attention. Telangana scored
91.9 out of 190 marks (48.4 per
cent), ranking 20th in the coun-
try. The findings suggest that
many government schools con-
tinue to lack adequate class-
rooms, laboratories, libraries,
drinking water, sanitation fa-
cilities and other basic ameni-
ties. Although infrastructure
indicators have shown gradual
improvement over the past five
years, they remain below the
levels achieved by the country’s
top-performing states.

Learning outcomes, the re-
port noted, remained largely
stagnant for three consecutive
years before showing some im-
provement recently. However,
the gains have not been sub-
stantial enough to improve the
state’s standing in the national
rankings.

According to the education
department, an orientation
programme was organised to
equip district-level officials
with a better understanding of

Gig workers announce
flash strike during
peak hours today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

APP-BASED cab drivers, auto
drivers, goods transport driv-
ers and delivery workers across
Telangana will observe a
statewide flash strike on
Wednesday, disrupting ride-
hailing, food delivery, grocery
delivery and logistics services
during peak demand hours.

The protest centres on
long-pending demands
for fair remuneration
and stronger regula-
tion of aggregator plat-
forms. Workers are de-
manding a minimum
base fare along with re-
vised per-kilometre and per-
minute rates for app-based
transport services. They have
also sought immediate notifica-
tion of the Telangana Gig and
Platform Workers Rules, con-
stitution of a welfare board,
and implementation of mini-
mum fares under the Motor Ve-
hicle Aggregator Guidelines
(MVAG), 2025, instead of allow-
ing aggregator companies to fix
fares unilaterally.

S

The forum has warned that
if the government and aggrega-
tor companies fail to address
their demands, workers will
launch an indefinite statewide
strike after August 8.

The one-day “Breakdown
Flash Strike”, called by the Te-
langana App-Based Drivers Fo-
rum (TADF), is expected to im-
pact services operated through
platforms including Ola, Uber,

Rapido, Swiggy, Zomato,
Zepto, Blinkit and Por-
ter. According to Telan-
gana Gig and Platform
Workers Union (TGP-
WU) president Shaik
Salauddin, more than
two lakh gig and platform
workers are expected to partici-
pate in the protest in the state.

The strike will be demand-
based, with drivers and deliv-
ery partners staying offline
during peak booking hours, re-
sulting in longer waiting times
and reduced availability of
cabs, autos and delivery serv-
ices. Commuters travelling to
airports and railway stations
have been advised to make al-
ternate travel arrangements.

the PGI framework, its indica-
tors, data requirements and im-
plementation strategies. The
exercise is expected to strength-
en district-level planning, mon-
itoring and evidence-based in-
terventions aimed at improv-
ing Telangana’s future
performance.

Each district was represent-
ed by a seven-member team
comprising district education-
al officer, district planning co-
ordinator, district quality coor-
dinator, assistant statistical
coordinator, one best-perform-
ing mandal educational officer,
one best-performing school
complex headmaster or head-
mistress, and one best-perform-
ing cluster resource person.

“The state now needs sus-
tained investment in founda-
tional literacy and numeracy,
teacher capacity building, reg-
ular assessment and academic
mentoring rather than concen-
trating only on physical expan-
sion,” said R Venkataiah, an
educationist.

Another expert , M Ravinder,
said providing classrooms and
digital infrastructure is impor-
tant, but these investments
must be complemented by ef-
fective classroom practices,
teacher support and continu-
ous monitoring. Unless learn-
ing outcomes improve, higher
PGI scores alone will not reflect
meaningful educational
progress.

Sulphule takes
charge as RPO

Hyderabad:
Madhav
Rachayya
Sulphule
assumed
charge as the
new regional
passport
officer (RPO) and head of
office, Hyderabad. He took
charge on Monday. Prior to
taking charge as Hyderabad
RPO, Madhav, a 2014 batch
Indian Foreign Service officer,
served as first secretary in the
Political and Consular wings at
the Embassy of India in Paris.

Madhav Rachayya
Sulphule
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WEATHER
WATCH

MIN MAX Sunrise  05.52am

2 3 O C 2 8 O C Sunset  06.52 pm

FORECAST Moonrise  01.01 pm
Cloudy Moonset

Ramsar tag eludes TG wetlands as India reaches 100 sites

KHYATI SHAH @ Hyderabad

INDIA has expanded its net-
work of wetlands of interna-
tional importance to 100 Ram-
sar sites, but Telangana remains
without one, despite 25 new ad-
ditions between 2023 and 2026.

The contrast is stark. Andhra
Pradesh has one Ramsar site,
Karnataka four, Maharashtra
three, Chhattisgarh one, Odisha
six and Tamil Nadu 20. Overall,
26 states and Union Territories
now have at least one Ramsar
wetland, leaving Telangana
among the few without interna-
tional recognition.

This is despite Telangana
having more than 13,000 wet-
lands covering nearly five lakh
hectares, according to the Na-
tional Wetland Inventory. These

include reservoirs, urban lakes
and rural tanks that support
groundwater recharge, flood
mitigation, biodiversity and mi-
gratory birds.

The Telangana State Wetland
Authority (TGSWA), constitut-
ed in 2018 under the Wet-
lands (Conservation and
Management) Rules,
was tasked with identi-
fying and protecting
wetlands. Activists,
however, say little
progress has been made.

“In 2024, five wetlands
were shortlisted and discussed
in a State Wetland Authority
meeting, but since then there
has been no clarity on whether
any proposal was formally
moved forward,” a source said.

She said the absence of regu-

lar authority meetings and pub-
lic updates suggested the proc-
ess had either stalled or was
still under review.
Environmentalists blamed
unchecked urbanisation, par-
ticularly around Hyderabad, for
degrading wetlands. “Flood-
ing ismore visible in high-
ly urbanised areas where
natural drainage and
lakes have been disrupt-
ed. Wetlands themselves
are not the cause of
floods; their destruction
is,” the source said.
Environmentalist Donthi
Narasimha Reddy said wet-
lands are vital for climate resil-
ience. “Wetlands help regulate
temperature, recharge ground-
water and support biodiversity.
Rising heat levels even during

Heavy rains lash state, traffic in city hit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

HEAVY rains lashed Hydera-
bad on Tuesday, triggering
widespread waterlogging and
bringing traffic to a crawl
across several parts of the city.
Commuters faced long delays
on major stretches, including
Hitec City and Jubilee Hills, as
inundated roads caused severe
traffic snarls during peak
hours.

Across Telangana, heavy to
very heavy rainfall was record-
ed over the past 24 hours. Kota-
palle in Mancherial district re-
ceived the highest rainfall at
12.4 cm, followed by Kannepalli
(12.3 cm), Tandur (12 cm) and
Bellampalle (11 cm), all in Man-
cherial district. Several other
districts also recorded wide-
spread rainfall. On Tuesday,
the highest was recorded in
Nandigama of Rangareddy dis-
trict at 5.6 cm.

The India Meteorological De-

Centenary of fireworks industry

Hyderabad: The Telangana Fireworks Dealers
Association (TEFDA) will celebrate the centenary of
the Indian fireworks industry by organising a two-
day event, “Sataabdi Utsav,” at People’s Plaza on
July 25 and 26. The event will bring together
fireworks manufacturers, dealers, traders and other
stakeholders from across the country to celebrate
the event and plan its future growth. The
association noted that the Indian fireworks industry
has evolved into a major source of livelihood,
providing jobs to more than eight lakh people.
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Chilkur Balaji temple priests perform Varuna Japam in Gandipet lake in Hyderabad

partment (IMD) has issued a
heavy rain alert for parts of
north and northeast Telangana
on Wednesday.

According to the Meteorolog-
ical Centre here, fairly wide-
spread rainfall accompanied by
thunderstorms is expected
across Telangana over the next
two days. Rainfall activity is
likely to reduce thereafter.

The weather conditions are
being influenced by the mon-
soon trough, which now ex-
tends from Sri Ganganagar, Ro-

EXPRESS READ

htak, Hamirpur, Sidhi, Ranchi
and Digha, before stretching
southeastwards towards the
northwest Bay of Bengal up to
an altitude of 1.5 km above
mean sea level.

The IMD said an upper air
cyclonic circulation persists
over the west-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining north
coastal Andhra Pradesh be-
tween 5.8 km and 7.6 km above
mean sea level, providing fa-
vourable conditions for rainfall
over Telangana.

TGTET for in-service teachers

Hyderabad: The Telangana School Education
Department has announced the first-ever
Telangana Teacher Eligibility Test (TGTET)
exclusively for in-service teachers. Online
applications will be accepted from July 22 to July
29, while the exam will be conducted between
September 7 and 11. The special TGTET is meant
only for teachers working in government, local body
and welfare residential schools, the Telangana
Residential Educational Institutions Society
(TGREIS), and Model Schools.

winter months show how ur-
gently we need to protect water
bodies,” he said.

A senior forest department of-
ficial said Ramsar recognition
involves strict ecological crite-
ria and detailed studies. “Two
wetland proposals were earlier
submitted to the Centre. We are
working on proposals, and once
the first site is completed, the
process for others will become
easier,” the official said.

Experts say Ramsar status
would strengthen conservation,
improve monitoring, curb en-
croachments and pollution, and
support eco-tourism and local
livelihoods. With India now
having 100 Ramsar sites, Telan-
gana’s continued absence is
likely to renew scrutiny of its
wetland conservation efforts.

Gold worth
210 cr without

hallmark seized

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Warangal

THE Hyderabad branch of the
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) conducted a search opera-
tion at a jewellery store in
Warangal on Tuesday and
seized around 7.875 kg of gold
jewellery worth nearly %10
crore for allegedly violating
mandatory hallmarking norms
under the BIS Act, 2016.

The search was carried out
by a BIS team led by Deputy Di-
rectors K Kavin and Vijayraj
Barber under the directions of
PV Srikanth, Director and
Head of the BIS Hyderabad
Branch Office.

The gold jewellery included
necklace sets, rings, chains,
earrings and other ornaments.
According to a BIS release, hall-
marking is mandatory in 13 dis-
tricts of Telangana, including
Warangal and Hanamkonda.

Trainee IPS officer moves HC to quash FIR in sexual assault case

TG NAIDU @ Hyderabad

TRAINEE IPS officer Mulagani
Uday Krishna Reddy has ap-
proached the Telangana High
Court seeking to quash an FIR
registered against him on alle-
gations of sexual harassment,
assault, criminal intimidation
and offences under the Infor-
mation Technology Act.

He filed a criminal petition
challenging the FIR registered
on July 18, 2026, at Attapur po-
lice station under Sections 74,
75, 77, 78, 79, 127(2) and 351(2)

of BNS, 2023, and Sections 66E
and 67A of the IT Act, 2000.
The complaint was lodged by
a fellow trainee IPS officer
alleging that since June
23, 2026, Uday had sub-
jected her to continu-
ous harassment by
sending sexually abu-
sive WhatsApp messag-
es, using derogatory lan-
guage and making offensive
remarks about her in the pres-
ence of fellow trainees. She
also alleged that he forcibly
took her mobile phone, com-

pelled her to disclose its pass-
word, confined her in his room,
assaulted her by pulling her
hair, attempted to stran-
gulate her, threatened
her with a knife and
prevented her from
leaving. She also al-
leged that he secretly
recorded a private video
of her and forwarded it to
her husband to blackmail and
intimidate her.
In his quash petition, Uday
contended that the allegations
were false and arose from a

consensual relationship that
later deteriorated. He relied on
photographs and videos to con-
tend that the relationship was
consensual and to dispute the
allegations of force and
coercion.

Meanwhile, doctors at Jayan-
thi Super Specialty Hospital,
where Uday was admitted on
Monday, said on Tuesday that
he was stable and likely to be
discharged on Wednesday.

Doctors said body samples
sent for examination tested
negative for poison and drugs,

and indicated only an overdose
of alcohol.

According to the doctors, he
is suspected to have lost con-
sciousness due to excessive al-
cohol consumption.

Meanwhile, Hyderabad Po-
lice Commissioner VC Sajjanar
visited the SVPNPA on Tues-
day and inquired about the in-
cident. The police department
has handed over the investiga-
tion to Inspector Jyothsna, who
will work under the supervi-
sion of Women Safety DCP P
Lavanya Naik Jadav.
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DELHI POLICE FILE FOUR FIRS IN
JULY 20 STUDENT VIOLENCE

Delhi Police on Tuesday lodged four FIRs over the violence that
occurred during the Parliament march organised by Cockroach Janta
Party on July 20. During the protest, several agitators and security
personnel were injured following a clash between them when the
protesters were stopped by police while marching towards

the Parliament House. Charges have been invoked under multiple
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the Prevention of

Damage to Public Property Act.

SONAM WANGCHUK MOVED TO
MEDANTA ON HIGH COURT ORDER

Activist Sonam Wangchuk was discharged from the Safdarjung
Hospital on Tuesday evening and shifted to Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram for further treatment in compliance with a Delhi High Court
order, Safdarjung Hospital authorities said. Earlier, a bench of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia passed the order on an
appeal by the activist’s wife, Gitanjali Angmo, against a Sunday order
of the high court refusing to interfere with his ongoing treatment at
the central government hospital and direct his transfer to Medanta.

HIGH DRAMA AS CONG TAKES

PROTEST TO PM’S DOORSTEP

Congress joins students’ protest; Rahul, Privanka, Akhilesh detained after sit-in

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

A day after thousands of stu-
dents marched through the na-
tional capital over the NEET
controversy, the political battle
escalated on Tuesday as Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav were detained
after leading a sit-in protest
outside Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s residence, demand-
ing his resignation.

The high-voltage confronta-
tion unfolded outside Lok Kaly-
an Marg, where Rahul Gandhi,
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and several senior
leaders reached around 3.30 pm
and staged a dharna, accusing
the Centre of shielding those
responsible for the alleged
NEET paper leak and ordering
police action against protest-
ing students. NCP (SP) leader
Supriya Sule joined the demon-
stration later.

The Union government was
quick to defuse the face-off by
rushing Minister of State in
the PMO Jitendra Singh to hold
talks with Rahul Gandhi. Un-
ion Home Secretary Govind

Supporters of CJP near Jantar Mantar demanding the resignation of Education
Minister over NEET irregularities, on Day 2 of their protest in New Delhi, Tuesday | pri

students will not stop now

Q

Mohan was also present. How-
ever, the discussions failed to
break the deadlock, with the
government later accusing
Gandhi of shifting the goal-
posts from seeking a parlia-
mentary debate to demanding
the resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The Congress de-

— Rahul Gandhi, Leader of Opposition

Try every pressure, exert all your might ... this fight for justice for

mands included a statement
from Home Minister Amit
Shah in Parliament on police
violence, a judicial inquiry into
the alleged police excesses
against protesting students,
and an immediate discussion
on NEET in both Houses.

As the protest continued,
Delhi Police moved in to clear

the site. Visuals showed Rahul
Gandhi sitting on the ground
and resisting as security per-
sonnel attempted to lift him
away. “Democracy in India is
happening right now,” Gandhi
told reporters.

Rahul Gandhi was taken to
Chhatrasal Stadium in Model
Town, while Priyanka Gandhi
was detained at Mandir Marg
police station. Both were re-
leased later. Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson So-
nia Gandhi reached the police
station where Priyanka was be-
ing held.

Several Congress MPs, Kar-
nataka Chief Minister D K Shi-
vakumar and Kerala Chief
Minister V D Satheesan also at-
tended the protest. Before the
protest began, Rahul and Priy-
anka Gandhi visited students
injured during Monday’s pro-
tests. Earlier, Rahul Gandhi
along with other opposition
leaders met Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla, urging him to allow
a discussion in Parliament on
the police ‘brutality’ and NEET
controversy, but was informed
that the government’s approval
was a must to take up the dis-
cussion. P1

g a protest
near PM’s residence over NEET irregularities in New Delhi, Tuesday | pARVEEN NEGI

Modi breaks silence on NEET-UG
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PLOT TWIST

3 pm: A cryptic message from
AICC gen secretary (organisation)
K C Venugopal reads: “All MPs of
LS & RS of INC are requested to
reach 10, Rajaji Marg at 3 pm to
formally greet Congress president
on his birthday”. Senior leaders
gather at Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s residence. In
minutes, Rahul and Priyanka
Gandhi, Kharge move to Lok
Kalyan Marg, protest outside PM’s
house seeking his resignation

4 pm: 20 minutes into the
protests, govt rushes MoS
Jitendra Singh to the protest site
to persuade Rahul to end dharna

4.30-5 pm: Congress leaders seek
Dharmendra Pradhan’s
resignation, Amit Shah’s
statement in House, and a probe
into July 20 police excesses. Talks
fail, Singh accuses Gandhi of
going back on his original demand

6.30 pm: SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
joins protest. Rahul, Priyanka,
Akhilesh detained by police. All
three released later

question paper leak, calls it ‘grave sin’

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR
@ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday termed
the alleged NEET-UG pa-
per leak a ghor paap
(grave sin), asserting
that the government is
taking strict action
against those responsible
and will not let anyone
jeopardise the future of the
country’s youth.

Modi’s remarks came while
addressing the NDA Parlia-
mentary Party meeting on the
second day of the Monsoon ses-

sion, a day after Congress and
other Opposition parties pro-
tested demanding Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-

han’s resignation. Calling

- it a matter of national
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interest rather than
party politics, Modi
said tackling the issue
requires close Centre-
state cooperation. He
told MPs that 13 people
linked to the leak had been
arrested.

Briefingreporters afterward,
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju said Modi high-
lighted the government’s swift

response, noting that the NEET
re-examination was conducted
promptly and results declared
without delay.

The PM reiterated that the is-
sue should not be viewed
through a political lens, and
called for stronger safeguards
against future leaks, the strict-
est punishment for those in-
volved, and the involvement of
top legal experts to ensure ex-
emplary action. He urged MPs
to engage with students to re-
build their trust, saying mis-
leading youth was easy but
guiding them demanded sus-
tained effort.

EXPRESS READ

Oil tankers diverted
after Houthi warning

Singapore: Two oil tankers
carrying Saudi crude to China and
India made U-turns in the Red
Sea on Tuesday, opting for the
Suez Canal instead of sailing
along Yemen’s coast after a
warning from the Iran-backed
Houthi militia. The Houthis on
Monday announced a naval
blockade of Saudi Arabia. In an
email to shipping companies, the
group warned against loading or
unloading cargo at Saudi ports,
saying vessels doing so could be
targeted “at any location” | P9

Three of family from city
killed in US road accident

Hyderabad: Three members of a
Hyderabad family were killed and
two others critically injured in a
road accident at St Francis in the
United States. The deceased were
identified as Nazeya Salma,
Nihayeen Sheikh and Umar Sheikh.
Sheikh Abdul Naveed and his five-
year-old daughter, Khadeeja
Sheikh, sustained critical injuries.
The family, from Saidabad, was
travelling from San Francisco
when two cars collided,

according to relatives.

Rahul
Gandhi is

on protest
for the Future of
India, seeking
resignation of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
and Home Minister
Amit Shah... We
are with you,
youth of India.
Congress ka
haath, Yuva ke
saath!

A Revanth Reddy,
chief minister

ian rule”.

afraid of such a debate”.

Telangana Cong calls for
statewide protests today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hyderabad

CONDEMNING the detention of Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and other Opposition leaders, TPCC president
B Mahesh Kumar Goud has announced a
statewide ‘Chalo Lok Bhavan’ programme
at 11 am on Wednesday:.

Terming the detentions as the “height
of authoritarianism” by the BJP-led Un-
ion government, Mahesh appealed to min-
isters, MLAs, MLCs, senior leaders and
Congress workers to participate in large
numbers in the protest against what he
called the BJP government’s “authoritar-

He alleged that the BJP had resorted to
undemocratic measures by detaining lead-
ers peacefully exercising their democratic
right to protest. Mahesh said Rahul Gan-
dhi had staged a dharna near Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s residence seeking a
comprehensive discussion in Parliament
on the NEET issue, but was detained since the “BJP was

The TPCC chief also accused the BJP of avoiding discus-
sions and investigations into allegations of corruption and
irregularities. “Whenever questions are raised over corrup-
tion and illegalities, the BJP backs away instead of facing a
fair inquiry and parliamentary debate,” he said.

SEAFARERS’ DEATH

Russian envoy summoned over vessel attack

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Delhi

INDIA on Tuesday summoned
Russia’s chargé d’affaires,
Vladimir Ladanov and lodged a
strong protest over the killing
of four Indians in the Russian
missile strike on the merchant
vessel MV Golden Leo in the
Black Sea on Sunday:.

During the meeting on Tues-
day, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) conveyed its
“grave concerns and unequivo-
cal condemnation” over the at-
tack on the Guinea-Bissau-
flagged commercial vessel on
July 19, which Kkilled 10 people
including four Indian crew
members, and stressed that at-
tacks on merchant ships are
unacceptable.

“The targeting of commer-

Smoke rises from carrier Golden Leo
under the Guinea-Bissau flag after
Russian missile strike in the Black Sea
close to Odesa on Sunday | apzpmi

cial shipping and the resulting
loss of innocent civilian lives
are unacceptable and must be
avoided,” the Russian diplomat
was told. MEA said that such at-
tacks “undermine the safety,
security, and stability of inter-
national maritime commerce.”

The MV Golden Leo, a gen-
eral cargo ship, was struck

while departing Ukraine’s Ode-
sa port on Sunday evening. Of
the 17 crew members onboard,
five were Indian nationals. Four
Indians were Kkilled while the
fifth remains hospitalised in
critical condition. Ukrainian
authorities said a total of 10
people, including a port pilot,
lost their lives in the attack.

Responding to India’s protest,
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said Moscow was in
contact with New Delhi but de-
fended the strike. “We are ex-
plaining our position. Most im-
portantly, our armed forces are
striking, and will continue to
strike vessels involved in trans-
porting ammunition, weapons,
and so on for the purposes of
the Kyiv regime,” Peskov told
reporters.

For Mission Telangana, BJP to
rely on ‘proven’ Team Abhishta

IREDDY SRINIVAS REDDY
@ Hyderabad

IS the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) preparing to shift into
full election mode in Telanga-
na? If party insiders are to be
believed, the answer appears to
be yes.

As part of its “Mission Tel-
angana”, the party has put to-
gether a dedicated election
strategy team, signal-
ling a broader organi-
sational push ahead of
the Hyderabad, Malka-
jgiri and Cyberabad
municipal corporation
elections and the next As-
sembly polls.

According to BJP sources,
the newly put-together “Ab-
hishta Team”, modelled on the
party’s West Bengal campaign
team, has begun operations in
Telangana and joined two ex-
isting consultancies in a coor-
dinated election war room. The
expanded setup is expected to
oversee campaign planning,

Express

voter outreach and organisa-
tional strategy across the
state.

Party leaders said the BJP
has adopted a multi-layered
election management struc-
ture, on the lines of the Indian
Political Action Committee (I-
PAC) model, to assess the politi-
cal situation at the grassroots,
monitor voter-related process-
es and prepare constituen-

cy-specific strategies

well ahead of the elec-

toral cycle.
According to BJP

sources, two agencies

— the Association of
Billion Minds (ABM) and
Jarvi — have been working
with the Telangana unit for the
past few years. Their responsi-
bilities have now been widened
as the party steps up prepara-
tions for the coming elections.

BJP leaders said ABM, which
is understood to function under
the guidance of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, has been
associated with the Telangana

unit for four to five years. The
agency is said to be responsible
for campaign planning, politi-
cal messaging and the party’s
overall election strategy.

Jarvi, according to party
leaders, operates voter out-
reach call centres, gathers vot-
er feedback and works on
strengthening the party’s
booth-level organisation. The
agency is also said to coordi-
nate booth committees, mobi-
lise grassroots workers and
maintain the BJP’s Saral App
used for organisational
activities.

The latest addition, infor-
mally referred to within the
party as the “Abhishta Team”,
is understood to have worked
under senior BJP leaders Sunil
Bansal and Bhupender Yadav
during the party’s West Bengal
election campaign. Party in-
siders said the team has now
been assigned a dedicated role
in Telangana as part of the
BJP’s expanded election appa-
ratus. CONTINUED ON P4

Private hospitals on concessional
land must treat poor for free: HC

TG NAIDU @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court has
made it clear that private hos-
pitals allotted public land at
concessional rates are legally
bound to provide free treat-
ment to poor patients. Grant-
ing immediate relief to a breast
cancer patient, Justice NV
Shravan Kumar directed the
Basavatarakam Indo-Ameri-
can Cancer Hospital and
Research Institute to ad-
mit her under its man-
datory 25% free inpa-
tient quota and
provide treatment
without charg-
ing any fee.

epaper.newind'ranmg.mm .

The interim order came on a
writ petition filed by Bale
Bhagyamma, a widow from
Manala village in Malyala man-
dal of Jagtial district. She chal-
lenged the hospital’s refusal to
provide free treatment under
GOMs No. 434, Revenue (As-
signment-IIT) Department, dat-

ed May 26, 1989, and GOMs

No. 80, Health, Medical and

Family Welfare Depart-
ment, dated July 16, 2022.
Bhagyamma, who is

suffering from breast
cancer, was referred
to the hospital by
doctors in Kar-
imnagar for spe-
cialised treat-

ment. However, the hospital
allegedly informed her that her
illness was not covered under
the Aarogyasri scheme and
that she would have to bear the
treatment costs. After receiv-
ing no response to her repre-
sentation dated July 15, she ap-
proached the high court.
Counsel for the petitioner ar-
gued that the claim was not
based on the Aarogyasri
scheme but on the hospital’s
statutory obligation arising
from the concessional allot-
ment of about 7.35 acres of gov-
ernment land in Banjara Hills
to the Nandamuri Basavatara-
ka Rama Rao Memorial Cancer
Foundation. CONTINUED ON P4

Under-construction
tunnel in Sikkim
collapses, 12 killed

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

AT least 12 people were Kkilled
and 13 others remained trapped
after an under-construction
tunnel in Sikkim’s Namchi dis-
trict collapsed following the
sudden release of suspected
methane gas, which led to an
explosion and triggered dense
smoke and toxic gases.

“An unfortunate incident oc-
curred on July 20, 2026, at 1:04
pm inside the Head Race Tun-
nel under construction at Sa-
mardung in South Sikkim for
the NHPC Teesta Stage-VI Hy-
droelectric Project, due to the
sudden explosive release of
suspected methane gas
trapped/embedded in the rocks,
resulting in the generation of
dense smoke and toxic gases,”
the NHPC said in a statement
on Tuesday.

The NHPC said 25 personnel
were inside the tunnel. Namchi
Deputy Commissioner Anupa
Tamling told this newspaper
that 12 of them died and efforts
were on to rescue the rest. Some
reports put the toll at 20.

The NHPC said the project
team was working in close co-
ordination with the district ad-
ministration, National Disaster
Response Force, State Disaster
Response Force, local authori-
ties and other emergency agen-
cies to support the rescue op-
erations. In addition, a special
rescue team from DG Mines-
Safety reached the site.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang over
the phone to enquire about the
situation and offered every pos-
sible support for the rescue ef-
forts, a Sikkim government
statement said.
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STATE TO COME UP WITH ACTION PLAN TO DEVELOP ECO-TOURISM

Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju on Tuesday instructed officials to prepare a comprehensive action plan for the
development of eco-tourism in the state. During a review meeting, he said that eco-tourism would not only
create large-scale employment opportunities for youth but also significantly enhance the state’s revenue

Devadula pumps to be run 24x7 to tackle water scarcity

Uttam says govt is focused on ensuring water security and protecting farmers, not engaging in political rhetoric

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

IRRIGATION Minister N Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy on Tuesday
announced that nine out of 10
pumps of the Devadula project
would be operated round-the-
clock to tackle the emerging
water scarcity caused by defi-
cient rainfall.

During an informal chat with
the media at the Secretariat, the
minister said that engineers
were asked to “operate the
pumps at their maximum ca-
pacity to ensure that all reser-
voirs under the Devadula Lift
Irrigation Scheme were filled to
the maximum extent possible”.

Asserting the state govern-
ment was fully implementing
the assurances made during
the recent Group of Ministers’
review of the Devadula project,
he said: “Nine pumping units
would be operating round the
clock from tonight (Tuesday
night) to maximise water lift-
ing from the Godavari.”

Responding to criticism by

El Nino effect
pushing power
demand to April
peak: Bhatti

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

DEPUTY Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka on Tuesday
said Telangana’s power de-
mand has reached peak sum-
mer levels, similar to April, due
to the impact of El Nino.

Speaking at the state-level
awareness seminar, From Pa-
cific Ocean Warming to Telan-
gana Preparedness, organised
by the Planning department at
Ravindra Bharathi, the deputy
chief minister said electricity
demand, which is usually lower
during the monsoon, has
surged because of changing
global weather patterns.

“The current demand in Tel-
angana has reached peak sum-
mer levels similar to April. The
changing global seasonal pat-
terns are influencing electricity
consumption, and Telangana is
ahead in planning to meet these
rising demands,” he said.

Vikramarka attributed the
rise to increased use of fans, air
conditioners, lights, borewells
and lift irrigation motors dur-
ing both the day and night. He
said the government was man-
aging the higher demand
through efficient energy man-
agement, including maximum
use of low-cost solar power dur-
ing the day and planned use of
thermal power later to maintain
grid stability and reduce costs.

He said the government was
preparing a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to minimise the im-
pact of El Nino on agriculture,
water and power supply.

Hyd DMHO
told to oversee
free treatment

FROM PAGE 3

They submitted that the land
allotment required the hospital
to reserve 25% of inpatient
beds and 40% of outpatient
services for free treatment of
poor patients, while GOMs No.
80 established a mechanism to
monitor compliance.

Taking note of the petition-
er’s medical condition, the
court observed that any delay
in treatment could have serious
consequences. It directed the
hospital to immediately admit
her and provide all necessary
treatment, including consulta-
tions, diagnostic tests, chemo-
therapy, surgery, radiotherapy,
medicines and inpatient care,
under the mandatory free treat-
ment quota.

The court also directed the
District Medical and Health Of-
ficer, Hyderabad, to monitor the
petitioner’s treatment and sub-
mit areport on whether Basava-
tarakam Hospital and the other
respondent hospital were com-
plying with the obligations un-
der the two government orders.
The matter has been posted for
further hearing on July 23.

BRS leader T Harish Rao, the
minister said that the govern-
ment was focused on ensuring
water security and protecting
farmers, not engaging in politi-
cal rhetoric.

“As assured during his recent
review of the Devadula project,
nine pumping units will be op-
erating at full capacity. They
will function round the clock to
maximise lifting from Godavari
and fill the 22 reservoirs serv-
ing nine districts,” he said.

The minister said Harish Rao
was attempting to divert public
attention from the failures of
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme. “The BRS leaders

If Harish Rao wants to debate on irrigation, he must first
explain the decisions taken during his tenure as Irrigation
minister. Instead of spreading misinformation about
Devadula, he should answer why the original foundation
design at Medigadda was changed during the BRS regime
and who authorised those decisions

N Uttam Kumar Reddy, Irrigation minister

should first speak about their
failures that led to structural
crisis at Medigadda and then
talk about Devadula,” he said.

“If Harish Rao wants to de-
bate on irrigation, he must first
explain the decisions taken dur-
ing his tenure as irrigation min-
ister. Instead of spreading mis-
information about Devadula, he
should answer why the original
foundation design at Medigadda
was changed during the BRS re-
gime and who authorised those
decisions,” he said.

Uttam also demanded that
Harish Rao respond to Telan-
gana Rakshana Sena chief K
Kavitha’s allegation that Ka-

Cong govt trying to extort

money from the poor: BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

QUESTIONING the state gov-
ernment’s intention behind
the proposed Core Urban Re-
gion Economy Act (CURE
Act) as well as the Indiramma
Housing Scheme, state BJP
president N Ramchander Rao
on Tuesday alleged that the
ruling Congress has “opened
floodgates to extort the poor
and middle class people liv-
ing in and around Hyderabad
in the name of taxes and
deposits”.

Addressing the me-
dia at the party office
here, Ramchander said
that the BJP has no ob-
jection to making nec-
essary amendments to
the 1955 Municipal Act
to serve people. “But
key provisions within
the CURE Act are designed to
squeeze the public dry,” he
said, while criticising the in-
clusion of provisions to in-
crease taxes up to 5 per cent
annually based on registra-
tion values without a scien-
tific taxation policy and
called it an “outright tax
extortion”.

“The Congress government
is placing an additional bur-
den on the people by impos-
ing taxes under the guise of
CURE Act,” he added.

The state BJP chief also al-
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leged that attempts are being
made to separate water and
sewerage services to levy sep-
arate taxes, which would put
an additional financial bur-
den on the public.
Ramchander said that uni-
laterally pushing this legisla-
tion without consulting key
stakeholders, such as Resi-
dent Welfare Associations
and the general public, is im-
proper and deplorable.

‘Cong conspiracy to collect
Z1,000 cr from poor people’

On the Indiramma
Housing Scheme, he
said: “This initiative is
not aimed at ensuring
the welfare of the poor
but is just another
scheme started for fi-
nancial exploitation.”

“When there are
lakhs of eligible appli-
cants across 24 constituen-
cies, issuing a notification
for only 7,680 flats and collect-
ing a 100 application fee
along with an EMD deposit
of 10,000 from each appli-
cant is highly unjust,” he
added.

The BJP leader termed the
process as a conspiracy to col-
lect nearly %1,000 crore from
the poor, recalling the deposit
exploitation carried out by
the previous BRS govern-
ment under the guise of
sheep distribution.

A

-

0 PULILE 5 ABUUL L I0y
1 lE * BNAM WANG LI,

leshwaram contractors had
paid 1,400 crore to the BRS.
Stating that the Congress gov-
ernment was committed to com-
pleting the Devadula project
works by December 2027, the
minister said once fully com-
pleted, it would provide irriga-
tion to nearly 5.6 lakh acres
while significantly strengthen-
ing drinking water security
across northern Telangana.

‘Drought created by govt,
not caused by El Nino’

Earlier in the day, Harish Rao
alleged that the state govern-
ment was deliberately denying
irrigation to farmers despite

the availability of adequate Go-
davari water.

Speaking to reporters here,
the former minister said the
present crisis was “not a
drought caused by El Nino, but
a drought created by the
government”.

He recalled that the BRS on
July 12 demanded that the gov-
ernment operate the Devadula
Lift Irrigation Scheme pumps.

The former minister said
that the very next day, minis-
ters Uttam Kumar Reddy, Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka and
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy vis-
ited the project and announced
that 38 tmcft of water would be
lifted to fill 22 reservoirs under
the Devadula project, prompt-
ing farmers to begin
transplantation.

“But the ministers failed to
keep their assurance,” he said
and pointed out that farmers
across Shayampet, Bhimade-
varapally, Elkathurthy and sev-
eral other parts of Warangal
district were staging protests
demanding irrigation water.

Ramchander desperate to

stay politically

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

HITTING back at state BJP
chief N Ramchander Rao for
levelling “baseless allega-
tions” against the proposed
CURE Act and Indiramma
Housing Scheme, Transport
and BC Welfare Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar on Tuesday
said that the former was mis-
leading the public just to stay
politically relevant.

Addressing the media here,
the minister said: “Ramchan-
der Rao is not a mem-
ber of any legislative
body. He does not have
an official platform to
express his views.
That’s why he is mak-
ing controversial state-
ments ahead of the As-
sembly session to gain
political mileage.”

He said that instead of lev-
elling unnecessary accusa-
tions against the government,
the BJP leader should press
the Centre to release funds to
Telangana in view of the El
Nino and other natural calam-
ities that are likely to affect
the farming community as
well as the state’s economy.

He challenged Ramchander
to secure central funds for the
state if he is genuinely con-
cerned about Telangana’s in-
terests. Stating that the gov-
ernment would introduce the

relevant: Min

Covid-era criminal
cases against
Seethakka quashed

The Telangana High Court has

Telangana Core Urban Re-
gion (Integrated Governance)
Bill, 2026 in the Assembly, he
said that all political parties
will have an opportunity to
express their opinions in the
House. “BJP can present its
views through its MLAsS,
MLCs and other elected rep-
resentatives in the House in-
stead of attempting to create
unnecessary confusion be-
fore the session,” he said.

‘Cong does not believe in
suppressing Oppn’s voice’

Prabhakar also said it
does not believe in sup-
pressing the voice of
the Opposition despite
enjoying a majority in
the Assembly. In con-
trast, he alleged that
the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment had passed
several key legisla-
tions in the past without ad-
equate discussions, whereas
the Telangana government
ensures comprehensive de-
bate on every important issue
before taking decisions.

He also demanded that the
BJP clearly state its position
on the state’shousing scheme,
asking whether the party
supports providing houses to
the poor or not. He urged the
BJP to view the housing ini-
tiative from a public welfare
perspective rather than
through a political lens.
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Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy inspects the ongoing construction works of the

colleges at Education Hub at Hakeempet village in Vikarabad district on Tuesday

Revanth pulls up officials for
delay in Education Hub works

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

EXPRESSING dissatisfaction
over the slow pace of Educa-
tion Hub works in his Kodangal
Assembly constituency, Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy on
Tuesday warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken against of-
ficials who show negligence or
fail to perform their duties ef-
ficiently. He made it clear that
officers responsible for unnec-
essary delays would face disci-
plinary action.

During his visit to the con-
stituency, he inspected the on-
going construction works of
Education Hub in Hakeempet
village of Dudyal mandal.

During the inspection,
Revanth directed officials to ex-
pedite the construction works
and ensure that the project is
completed within the stipulat-
ed timeline. He instructed them
to submit progress reports
from time to time on every
project being executed in the
Education Hub so that the gov-
ernment can closely monitor
the project implementation.

Warning against delays, the

chief minister also expressed
displeasure over the delay in al-
lotting residential plots to farm-
ers who have given their land
for the project. He directed of-
ficials to complete the process
and distribute pattas to all eligi-
ble beneficiaries by next week.

‘Expedite land acquisition for
Kodangal irrigation projects’

Later in the day, the chief min-
ister reviewed the progress of
the Maktal-Narayanpet-Ko-
dangal Lift Irrigation Project
and directed officials to expe-
dite land acquisition so that
construction works can begin
without any delay.

Revanth assured the officials
that the state government is
ready to provide all necessary
support, including sanctioning
additional surveyors and allo-
cating the required budget to
accelerate land acquisition. He
said the project should move
into the execution phase with-
out any delays.

The chief minister also re-
viewed the progress of road
connectivity and civic infra-
structure in villages across the
Kodangal constituency.

Not possible to allocate RFCL
urea exclusively to TG: Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hyderabad

THE Union government on Tuesday expressed its inability to allo-
cate urea produced in Ramagundam Fertilisers and Chemicals Lim-
ited (RFCL) plant exclusively to Telangana. In a written reply to a
question raised by Congress MP Vem Narender Reddy in Rajya
Sabha, Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilisers Anupriya
Patel made it clear that allocating the production of a single plant
predominantly to one state may adversely affect the supply position
in the event of unforeseen contingencies such as plant shutdowns,
seasonal demand fluctuations and logistics-related disruptions.

She explained: “Urea produced by RFCL, like that from all other
indigenous urea manufacturing plants, is pooled at the national
level and allocated to states based on their assessed requirements
to ensure equitable distribution and uninterrupted availability
across the country.”

The Centre is committed to ensuring that the fertiliser require-
ment of Telangana continues to be met through an appropriate mix
of indigenous production, including supplies from RFCL and im-
ported urea, while minimising any supply disruptions, Patel said.

Abhishta Team
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Students and activists stage a protest at People’s Plaza in Hyderabad on
Tuesday, condemning the lathi-charge on New Delhi protesters who demanded the
resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over the
NEET paper leak iSSue | SRILOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

qguashed the criminal proceedings
pending against Panchayat Raj
Minister D Anasuya alias
Seethakka in connection with a
protest held during the Covid-19
pandemic in 2020. Justice K
Sujana allowed the criminal quash
petition and set aside the
proceedings pending before the
Special Court for Public
Representatives at Manjeera
Complex, Hyderabad. The cases
arose from a protest demanding
that Covid-19 treatment be
brought under the Aarogyasri
health insurance scheme.
Seethakka contended that the
protest was peaceful and that the
cases were politically motivated.
After hearing both sides, the court
allowed the petition and quashed

| By TG Naidu .

Police recruitment schedule sought

The Telangana High Court has directed the Telangana
State Level Police Recruitment Board to place on record
the recruitment schedule for 7,437 sanctioned vacancies
in the police and allied departments while hearing a
Public Interest Litigation. A bench of Chief Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh and Justice M Ghouse Mohiuddin
issued the direction while hearing a PIL filed by Akhil
Sriguru Teja, chairman of the Help the People Charitable
Trust. The petitioner sought a direction to the state
government to announce a recruitment calendar,
contending that sanctioned posts have remained
vacant. The state informed the court that recruitment
had been approved for 7,437 posts across the police, Fire
Services, Disaster Response, Prisons, Civil Defence and
Special Protection Force. The bench directed the
Recruitment Board to submit the recruitment schedule

BRS gives I5L to kin of deceased farmers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Adilabad

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Tuesday alleged
that the Congress government
hoodwinked not just farmers
but all sections of the society.

During his visit to Luxetti-
pet, the former minister par-
ticipated in the Rythu Sadassu
and handed over financial as-
sistance of %5 lakh each to the
families of four farmers who
died while trying to protect
their paddy crops recently.

He exuded confidence that a

“farmers’ government” would
be established again in the state
under the leadership of BRS
chief K Chandrasekhar Rao.

“The BRS recently exposed
the Congress Youth Declara-
tion by organising a meeting
with youths. The Congress
failed to fulfil its promises in
the last 31 months. It has only
29 months left,” he said while
terming the Revanth Reddy dis-
pensation as an “utter failure
government”.

He handed over the cash to
kin of T Nagaraju and T Ab-

hiram of Gampallapelli village,
G Venkatesh of Kothur village
and N Lachanna of Muthyam-
pet village in Mancherial dis-
trict. The four farmers lost
their lives while protecting
their paddy at purchasing cen-
tres. They were crushed to
death when the wall of the pur-
chasing centre collapsed on
them.

As the government provided
Bima amount to the family of
only one farmer, the BRS pro-
vided assistance to the kin of
all four farmers.

the proceedings.

fd

and adjourned the matter by four weeks.

£ i

BRS working president KT Rama Rao interacts with a woman party worker at
Rangapet village in Luxettipet mandal of Mancherial district on Tuesday

to BL Santhosh:
BJP leaders

FROM PAGE 3

According to sources, the con-
sultancy is currently focusing
on the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Telangana. The team is
said to be monitoring booth-
level developments, evaluating
the performance of BJP booth
agents and advising local lead-
ers on areas requiring greater
attention during the voter veri-
fication exercise.

BJP stateleaders also claimed
that the team reports to BJP na-
tional general secretary (organ-
isation) BL Santhosh, who has
held meetings with its members
in recent days. Sources said the
consultancy has been entrusted
with assessing the party’s or-
ganisational preparedness and
providing strategic inputs
based on field-level feedback.

The induction of a third con-
sultancy is being viewed within
the party as part of a wider ef-
fort to strengthen its organisa-
tional network ahead of the mu-
nicipal corporation elections
and the next Assembly polls.
According to BJP sources, the
three agencies are expected to
work in tandem to assess the po-
litical landscape, fine-tune con-
stituency-level strategies and
build the party’s organisational
capacity in the run-up to the
next electoral cycle.
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DEOQO rejects rumours of loss of welfare benefits, says there’s no link

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

HYDERABAD District Election
Officer and GHMC Commis-
sioner RV Karnan on Tuesday
dismissed rumours that
residents enrolling as voters in
Hyderabad would lose
access to welfare
schemes in their na-
tive villages, urging
people not to believe
such misinformation.
Addressing a press
conference on the on-
going Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, Karnan clarified
that anyone residing in Hydera-
bad for at least six months is
eligible to register as a voter.
He said the choice of where to
enrol was entirely an individu-

CRIME BRIEF

al’s decision and had no bear-
ing on eligibility for govern-
ment welfare schemes.

Refuting claims that voter
registration was linked to ben-
eficiary selection for schemes
such as Indiramma Housing
and the earlier 2BHK scheme,
he said there was no
connection between
voter enrolment and
welfare benefits. He
also clarified that voter
registration was not
linked to the address
mentioned on an Aad-
haar card.

Karnan said 2,60,593
voters had so far been identi-
fied as Absent, Shifted and
Dead (ASD) voters.

Appealing to citizens not to
wait until the deadline, he said
Enumeration Forms (EFs) could

Student dies by suicide in Puppalaguda

Hyderabad: A 20-year-old degree student allegedly died by suicide at
her residence in Puppalaguda on Monday. The victim, V Shreya, was a
student of Vasavi Engineering College. She was found hanging in her

room. Upon receiving information, Narsingi police reached her resi-

dence and launched an investigation. During the visit, police recovered

a two-page suicide note, which indicated that Shreya had taken the
extreme step because of the severe mental distress caused by deroga-

tory remarks from a faculty member during her exam on July 17.

POCSO case: Student,

auto driver convicted

Hyderabad: A special court at LB
Nagar in Ranga Reddy district on
Tuesday convicted two accused
ina POCSO case registered at
Balapur police stationin 2022.
The court sentenced the prime
accused, Sampangi Chendra
Shekar (23), an auto driver from
Balapur, to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment. The second ac-
cused, Bollipaka Madhu (22),is a
student from Akanpally village.

Newborn abandoned
near Shamshabad

Hyderabad: A newborn girl was
found abandoned in a white

bag in Shamshabad on Tuesday.
RGIA police said they received
information around 11am that an
abandoned baby had been found
beside the ORR service road and
near Airport Colony bridge. The
officials rushed to the spot and
shifted the baby to Shamshabad
Government Hospital for treat-
ment. A case has been registered.

PD Act invoked against rowdy sheeter

Hyderabad: Hyderabad police have invoked the Prevention Detention
Act against a notorious rowdy sheeter, Bojja Bhagyarah, a resident of
Chilkalguda, citing his repeated involvement in violent crimes in the
city. The order was executed by Chilkalguda police on Tuesday. Bhag-
yarah is a habitual offender with 15 criminal cases filed against him
across Hyderabad and Malkajgiri. The cases include charges of attempt
to murder, rioting, causing grievous hurt and criminal intimidation.

be submitted till August 3, but
early submission would provide
sufficient time for corrections
by the Electoral Registration Of-
ficer (ERO) and facilitate
digitisation.

He said stickers were being
affixed to houses where Enu-
meration Forms had been col-
lected. Hyderabad district has
achieved around 43 per cent
digitisation so far, with nearly
20.34 lakh Enumeration Forms
digitised. Assembly constituen-
cies such as Sanathnagar,
Musheerabad, Amberpet and
Malakpet have recorded rela-
tively lower submission rates.

Karnan added that while ap-
plications for fresh voter regis-
tration were being accepted,
the names of such applicants
would not appear in the draft
electoral roll.

Rowdy sheeter
murdered in
revenge attack

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

A 42-year-old rowdy sheeter,
Dasari Surender alias Suri,
was hacked to death by his first
wife’s brother and his associ-
ates at Nandanavanam, Meer-
pet, on Monday night.

Police said Surender, who
had several criminal cases
against him, had earlier been
booked under the PD Act.

He allegedly murdered his
first wife, Saba Fatima, in 2024
and later killed her brother
Salman.

Police said Fatima’s other
brother, Arbaz, attacked
Surender during a family birth-
day celebration after allegedly
spraying a harmful substance
into his eyes.

Surender died at Apollo
DRDO Hospital. Police said Ar-
baz later went live on Insta-
gram, claiming responsibility
for the murder.

Meerpet police detained the
suspects and registered a case.

S BACHAN JEET SINGH @ Hyderabad

THE CURE Bill, 2026, billed as
Hyderabad’s biggest urban gov-
ernance reform in seven dec-
ades, scores just 28% on key
metropolitan governance pa-
rameters, only marginally bet-
ter than the 70-year-old GHMC
Act it seeks to replace, accord-
ing to a report released by Ben-
galuru-based think tank Janaa-
graha on Tuesday. The
organisation has submitted 142
recommendations, identifying
five reforms it says are essential
to make the legislation truly
transformative.

Janaagraha’s independent as-
sessment found that the Bill
centralises power in the state
government while failing to ad-

'{i

CM A Revanth Reddy’s wife Geetha Reddy and daughter
Nymisha, and Endowments Minister Konda Surekha participate
in Kalyanotsavam at Sri Yellamma Pochamma Devasthanam in
Balkampet, Hyderabad, on Tuesday | sRILOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

equately empower elected may-
ors and municipal councils. It
alsolacks arobust financial and
human resource framework to
support staffing, institutional
capacity, performance manage-
ment and professional
development.

The report said the
Bill scores 28%, com-
pared with 23% for the
GHMC Act, mainly due
to stronger transparen-
cy provisions and modest
improvements in planning.
However, it trails the Greater
Bengaluru Governance Act,
2024, which scored 38%. Janaa-
graha noted that even the GBG
Act falls short of the
standards.

Anita Kumar, director (policy

SCR GM reviews Metro operations

South Central Railway General Manager Sanjay
Kumar Srivastava visited Hyderabad Metro Rail on
Tuesday to review operations, maintenance systems
and expansion plans. He inspected the Nagole
depot, Operations Control Centre and maintenance
facilities, while metro officials briefed the SCR
delegation on ridership, safety systems, ongoing
initiatives and future projects.

its 85th annual convocation,

and insights) at Janaagraha,
said the proposed law provides
little scope for citizen participa-
tion, with weak ward commit-
tees and no provision for area
sabhas, participatory budgeting
or an independent municipal
grievance redressal mech-
anism. She also noted
that several key provi-
sions have been left to
subordinate rules with-
out timelines, while the
Bill lacks budgetary sup-

port for implementation.
The think tank recommended
five reforms: creating an inte-
grated metropolitan planning
framework with clearly defined
roles for the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Committee, HMDA and the
proposed Chief Minister-led
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EXPRESS READ

Drones to monitor Bonalu traffic

Hyderabad Traffic Police have deployed drones for
the first time to monitor traffic during Bonalu
festivities at Golconda Fort. Live aerial surveillance
is helping regulate diversions, parking and
congestion, enabling quicker responses to
bottlenecks. Senior traffic officials are supervising
operations to ensure smooth movement and
devotees’ safety.

OSMANIA VARSITY TO AWARD 631 PHDs, 68 GOLD MEDALS

Osmania University will award PhD degrees to 631 scholars across vari-
ous faculties and confer 68 gold medals on meritorious students during

scheduled to be held on September 8

Shifting to Hyd voter list A reform that falls short of the CURE: Report
won’t affect sops: Karnan

Apex Governance Council;
clearly defining the powers of
the over 15 new authorities pro-
posed under the Bill; ensuring
adequate staffing, technical ca-
pacity and assured funding;
strengthening the role of elect-
ed representatives and citizen
participation; and making key
reforms mandatory through
time-bound implementation
rather than subordinate rules.
Associate director (policy and
insights) VR Vachana called for
a full-time secretariat for the
Apex Governance Council, a
dedicated Hyderabad minister,
directly elected mayors, greater
devolution of powers and funds
to municipalities, and financial-
ly empowered ward committees
for neighbourhood planning.

CSIR-IICT,
ISRO partner
for green
technology

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

STRENGTHENING India’s
self-reliance in advanced mate-
rials and strategic technolo-
gies, the CSIR-Indian Institute
of Chemical Technology (CSIR-
IICT), Hyderabad, has signed
an MoU with the Vikram Sara-
bhai Space Centre (VSSC) of
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) to jointly de-
velop indigenous next-genera-
tion environmentally
sustainable blowing agent
technology for strategic
applications.

The agreement, which was
signed at VSSC in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on July 8, aims to
combine CSIR-IICT’s expertise
in fluorochemical synthesis
and process development with
VSSC’s application-specific re-
guirements and technical eval-
uation capabilities to develop
an indigenous, eco-friendly
blowing agent technology.

The collaborative pro-
gramme is expected to reduce
India’s dependence on import-
ed specialty fluorochemicals
while strengthening the coun-
try’s technological capabilities
in line with the vision of At-
manirbhar Bharat.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

AGITATIONS HIGHLIGHT
ANGST AT SHRINKAGE
OF DEMOCRATIC SPACE

ROTESTS rent the air at both ends of Delhi’s Sansad
j Marg as legislators and agitators demanded debate and
action on the country’s exams mess. What began on
Monday as a students’ protest became a full-fledged
political drama on Tuesday with the principal opposition
party jumping into the fray. As the Leader of the Opposition
staged an unprecedented sit-in before the Prime Minister’s
residence along with the Chief Ministers of Kerala and
Karnataka, the government sent an emissary to mediate.
However, matters remained unresolved at the end of Tuesday:
The evening before, despair was writ large on the faces
of thousands of battered young protestors who had gathered
on the Cockroach Janta Party’s call demanding resignation
of the Union education minister and compensation for the
families of those who had died by suicide because of exam
scandals. Though they were mostly demanding a fairer shot
at the future, they got lathi-charged and tear-gassed. Despite
the temporary detention of 70-odd protestors, they braved
inclement weather to gather again on Tuesday.

Solidarity marches were reported from Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kochi, Pune and Panjim. Thus, what
CJP co-founder Abhijeet Dipke admitted had started as a joke
playing on a loose remark has become a lightning rod for
dissent. Both in Parliament and on the streets, there is growing
frustration at the shrinkage of democratic space. The retreat in
Parliament’s deliberative role is plain in the decreasing time for
or denial of debate on crucial topics. Outside, the anxiety is not
just about glitches in medical entrance exams, but in a series of
derailed recruitment drives. As the future of lakhs of families
is held hostage to incompetence, apathy and corruption in a
job-starved economy, there is an unmistakable feeling that the
government is unable to address their genuine concerns.

Action is required on all sides. The government must
engage in earnest with the protestors and plan enough House
time for a thorough debate. The opposition must participate
continuously in making education work for all, not just when
protests reach a crescendo. The sacking of a minister would
be a mark of accountability, but it would not cure systemic
ills. Most importantly, citizens staring aghast at the dispro-
portionate response to peaceful protests must vote on the
issues raised. Only then can the pledge made at the midnight
hour of independence be substantially redeemed.

LEAVE POTHICHORU ALONE,
FOCUS ON HEALTH SYSTEM

— HOUSANDS of families in Kerala cook an extra portion
of Iunch on assigned days round the year to feed needy
strangers in government hospitals. This meal, called
pothichoru or packed rice, is collected and delivered
by volunteers, mostly cadres of the Democratic Youth

Federation of India, the CPI(M)’s youth wing. Every day,

40,000 such meal parcels are distributed across the state. The

person who cooks the meal has no idea about the caste or

religion of the receiver; neither does the receiver know about
the person who cooked the meal. RSS-affiliated Sevabharati,
too, distributes food to the needy in hospitals. So, when Health

Minister K Muraleedharan announced that he would stop

the distribution of pothichoru by political organisations in

government hospitals, the public outrage was huge.

Muraleedharan’s argument was that government hospitals
“are not venues to display political or organisational flags”
and proposed that all food distribution be routed through
government-run community kitchens to ensure a standard-
ised system. The statement drew sharp reactions from various
quarters, particularly the DYFI, which has been running a
large food distribution network at medical colleges since 2017.
The BJP, too, voiced strong objection, suggesting that minister
should instead be encouraging Youth Congress workers to
follow suit. They alleged that the programme is being hastily
banned before alternative systems are implemented.

Facing criticism from all quarters, the health minister has
taken a step back, insisting he was trying to address the
shortage of space in state hospital premises. Politics apart,
stopping this much-loved humanitarian gesture is not in
anyone’s interest. These organisations had to step in with food
packets to fill the gap left by the authorities, as government
hospital canteens were in an abysmal condition. Pothichoru
is not just about cooking an extra meal—it is also about cook-
ing with a sense of shared humanity. The minister; instead of
mixing narrow politics in this exemplary act, should focus on
addressing the various systemic issues faced by the state’s
health sector. Kerala is in the grip of various types of seasonal
infections, with related 67 deaths being reported this month
alone. Rather than going after pothichoru distribution, it will
be more useful if the ministry channels its energy towards
ensuring better disease surveillance and service delivery.
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QUICK TAKE

THE WAY OF WATER

HEN Soviet scientists tried to get back to their Antarctic
\/\/ station Druzhnaya 1 in October 1986, they found it had

drifted away on an iceberg. Thus began the slow journey
of A-23a, the world’s largest iceberg that was once half the
size of Bengaluru. After keeping the scientific community
rapt for four decades, during which climate science grew into
a formidable discipline, this massive table of snow recently
melted away in the South Atlantic, releasing a trove of nutri-
ents in sparkling-blue meltwater. It taught generations of
glaciologists and marine biologists how melting icebergs act
as transporter of materials, alter salinity and reconfigure
ocean floors. Today it’s essential knowledge in a planet of
rapidly-warming oceans. It’s as if a gentle giant finally rested
after teaching the world the way of water.

EDITORIAL
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N an escalatory move, the US
Senate is expediting the
Sanctioning Russia Act 2026
containing a revised package
of sanctions and tariffs to
squeeze Moscow’s finances
for the Ukraine war. The
bipartisan Bill has enough votes to
pass the Senate. Russians are hoping
that the new legislation, where the dis-
cretion to impose sanctions vests with
US President Donald Trump, may be
largely symbolic. But one can never be
too sure of Trump’s shifting moods.

In the US estimation, the support for
the war among Russian elite and the
public is waning amid growing unease
over the Ukrainian strikes deep inside
the country, including in Moscow.
Trump has echoed the European nar-
rative that Russian forces are in some
trouble. Therefore, ruling party United
Russia’s performance in the State
Duma elections on September 18-20,
the first since the war began, becomes
a significant benchmark.

Two recent issues of The Economist
magazine featured sensational reports
regarding dissatisfaction in Russia. Of
course, the journal has a reputation as
a flag-carrier of anti-Russian narra-
tives. But one of the pieces is an article
under the byline of one of Russia’s
most prominent industrialists, Andrey
Melnichenko, nicknamed ‘fertiliser
king’, who is under Western sanctions.
Interestingly, the article was first fea-
tured in the Russian daily Nezavisi-
maya Gazeta, close to the Kremlin
establishment. It makes Melnichenko’s
decision to speak out rather intriguing,
as he sketches for Russia grim scenar-
ios if the war in Ukraine drags on and
nothing changes domestically.

Melnichenko assesses that without
policies that focus more on citizens’
welfare and present a more predicta-
ble, less hostile face to the West, Rus-
sia could descend into chaos or some
kind of powerless vassal relationship
with China or the West.

The debate about Melnichenko’s
piece is heating up Moscow’s lively
echo chamber, and is parsed carefully
also by different brands of Russia
watchers. On the other hand, balanc-
ing this to an extent is a sizeable group
that expresses dissatisfaction differ-
ently. They want to prosecute the war
more aggressively. They are not
against the war, but are frustrated by
its slow pace and favour further mobi-
lisation and putting the country on a
stronger war footing.

Public opinion is never easy to gauge

S

Like the Iron Chancellor, Putin wants to win without humiliating
the adversary. Grumbles about deep strikes in Russia and firing of
Ukraine’s defence minister set the stage for a winter of discontent

MODERN-DAY
BISMARCK FACES
A SHIFTING MAP

in Russia. Indeed, the public mood has
been darkened by Ukraine’s audacity
to reach deeply and destructively into
Russian territory with advanced
drones supplied by the Nato countries.
But then, Russian President Vladimir
Putin has been in similar situations be-
fore too in his tumultuous career in the
Kremlin, beginning with the Chechen
war, which had American backing. In
UKkraine, Putin is winning the war and
his strategy is about winning without
humiliating the adversary.

Putin is a keen student of German
history, and I've written previously
also that his statecraft bears striking
similarity to that of Otto von Bis-
marck, who oversaw the unification
of Germany and served as its first
Chancellor from 1871 to 1890, which
earned him the nickname FEiserner

Former diplomat

MANDAR PARDIKAR

Kanzler (Iron Chancellor). That is
quintessential Putin for you.

At the moment, Putin is where
Bismarck stood as the Prussian army
was knocking at the gates of Vienna
after defeating the Austrian empire in
the Austro-Prussian war of 1866. Bis-
marck had a historic choice to annex
Austria, but with great deliberation,
chose not to humiliate the Habsburgs,
one of Europe’s most powerful and en-
during dynastic systems. Instead, he
allowed it to acquire the vainglorious
title of Austro-Hungarian Empire. Of
course, Bismarck’s wisdom and fore-
sight—and his balance-of-power ap-
proach to diplomacy—helped maintain
unified Germany’s position in the mid-
dle of Europe. He was proven right
when Austria aligned with fraternal
Germany to fight the First World War.

Such is the illusion of power that those enthroned |
in the seat of authority are apt to identify their
own self-preservation as the preservation of the
tate, and therefore as the supreme social good

MK
Nambyar

Great powers have a profound sense
of history. Therefore, one can say with a
high degree of certainty that Putin will
not order any attack on the Nato coun-
tries for bleeding Russia. Of course, an
alternative would be the outright an-
nexation of Ukraine, but that too does
not appeal to him. He would rather pre-
fer a ‘neutral’ Ukraine as buffer, which
would mean no Nato membership.

Of course, Putin, although a concilia-
tor par excellence, will never compro-
mise on Russia’s core interests. He’s far
too great a patriot and nationalist at
heart. But this is also where he is con-
scious of the need to keep whatever re-
sidual contact he would have with
Trump to lean on Ukraine President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy or the hotheads in
Europe if circumstances necessitate it.
Evidently, Putin is keeping cool himself,
leaving it to the foreign ministry to dab-
ble in fiery rhetoric from time to time.

However, this does not mean passiv-
ity. Putin now has the wonder weapon
Oreshnik missile operationally ready
after three field tests on Ukrainian
soil. The latest test in Kyiv recently
was so devastatingly successful that no
one wants to talk about it. Indeed, the
message has gone home, as the ouster
of tech-savvy, 35-year-old Mykhailo
Fedorov, a favourite of Western tech
companies, as Ukraine’s defence min-
ister last week by President Zelenskyy
signals. Notably, since Fedorov’s dis-
missal, there has been a drop in the
intensity of Kyiv’s drone warfare.

In the political analysis of Russia, it
is not easy to gauge the moment when
incremental change reaches a critical
mass and triggers a decisive shift. The
big question is whether the present
could be one such moment. Putin will
escalate the conflict in Ukraine as
retaliation, and this could even be
imminent. Effective use of Oreshnik
to crush Ukrainian resistance is one
possibility going forward. Again, since
the capture of Krasnyi Lyman in July,
Russian forces have been putting rings
of encirclement around Kharkiv,
Sumy and Chernihiwv.

This could be a likely pointer to the
upcoming Russian operations on Kyiv.
The northern border of Chernihiv ob-
last is part of Ukraine’s international
border abutting Belarus’s Gomel region
in the north-west and Russia’s Bryansk
oblast in the north-east, respectively.
Chernihiv oblast is bisected into north-
ern and southern sections by the Desna
river, which enters the Dnieper just
north of Kyiv’s city limits.

(Views are personal)

MISSING: SECOND DEMOGRAPHIC BONUS

OR a decade, India’s demo-
graphic arithmetic has been a
great source of optimism. A
swelling working-age popula-
tion, shrinking share of de-
pendents and still-small elderly
cohort together promised a de-
mographic dividend—the growth that ar-
rives when a country has far more pro-
ducers than mouths to feed.

But a quieter demographic signal is
now flashing red. Even as the share of In-
dians of working age is climbing to a
peak, the country’s households are saving
less than they have in nearly two decades.
The puzzle strikes at the heart of how de-
mographers think about saving.

In 1985, Franco Modigliani won the No-
bel for his life-cycle hypothesis, which held
that people do not simply spend what they
earn each year. They borrow when young,
save through their prime working years
and draw on those savings in old age. Scaled
up, the theory carries a striking implica-
tion: a country’s saving rate is written less
by how wealthy it is than by how its people
are distributed across the life-cycle.

Ronald Lee and Andrew Mason later
drew out a sequel with the ‘second demo-
graphic dividend’. If the first dividend is
the mechanical rise in output per person,
the second is subtler and not guaranteed:
the wealth those workers accumulate as
they anticipate old age. It materialises only
where the age structure meets institu-
tions—ypensions, formal finance, function-
ing labour markets—that let the instinct to
save harden into investable assets.

Set India’s numbers against that frame-
work and the age-structure and saving
rate are moving in opposite directions.
The working-age share has risen from
around 58 percent at the turn of the cen-
tury to nearly 65 percent today, and the UN
projects it will keep climbing into the 2040s
before the country begins to age. By Mod-
igliani’s logic, household saving should be
rising in step. Instead, it has fallen sharp-
ly—from a peak equivalent to roughly a
third of disposable income around the late
2000s to about a fifth today. The demo-
graphic tailwind is at its strongest just as
the saving it is meant to generate fades.

The contrast sharpens when India is set
beside economies it hopes to emulate. East
Asiaisthe canonical proof of Modigliani’s
logic, not its exception: Japan, South Korea
and later China all saved massively as their
working-age shares crested, converting a
youthful age structure into a deep pool of
investable wealth. Japanese and Korean
households sustained saving rates in the

SRINIVAS GOLI
Associate Professor at the International
Institute for Population Sciences

@

mid-teens or higher through their bulge
decades; China’s household saving climbed
toward a third of disposable income as its
dependency ratio fell. When those rates
finally turned down, they did so for the
reason the theory predicts—ageing popula-
tions spending what they had banked.
India inverts the sequence. Its saving
rate is sliding while its working-age share
is still climbing. Comparative work by
Gerald Bloom and co-authors on Japan,
China and India finds that demographic
transitions explain much of the diver-
gence in these three nations’ saving paths.

Growing workforce saving less
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Why is India’s household saving
at a two-decade low while its

- working-age population s

o swelling? We are going opposite

e to the route Japan and China took.

We must consider that a working-
age cohort may not all be at
work and informal workers
aren’t pausing to bank

India’s break from the pattern is precise-
ly what makes it worth explaining.

If age structure cannot account for the
fall, then the cause must lie in the
incomes and institutions that are sup-
posed to turn a young workforce into
savers. So why is a young India saving
like an old one? Three answers stand
out—each a story about the population.

The first is that the demographic bulge
has not become a productive one. The life-
cycle model assumes that the people
crowding into the prime-age brackets are
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at the peak of their earning power. In
India that link is weak. Much of the work-
ing-age surge is concentrated among the
young, the informally employed and the
underemployed, whose incomes are too
thin and too volatile to leave a surplus.

Half of the potential workforce is largely
missing: female labour-force participation,
though rising, remains low and heavily in-
formal. It reminds us that a working-age
population is not the same as a working
population, and only the second one saves.

Second, the demographic transition is
outpacing the institutions meant to ac-
company it. Formal pension coverage
reaches only a minority of workers and
social insurance for the informal major-
ity is thin. The oldest safety net of all,
grown-up children supporting ageing
parents, is fraying as families shrink and
disperse. India is ageing faster than it is
building the machinery to save for it.

The third is that consumption is ab-
sorbing the dividend. Household borrow-
ing has crept up over the same years—
unsecured retail credit, credit cards,
EMIs—even as financial assets have failed
to keep pace. When the RBI tightened
rules on unsecured loans in late 2023, it
signalled that people were borrowing fast-
er than their incomes were growing.

The stakes are set by the demographic
clock. India’s window is finite—on current
projections, it begins to close within a cou-
ple of decades. Household savings have
long been the country’s primary pool of
domestic capital. A structurally lower sav-
ing rate, carried alongside a heavier debt
load, shifts the burden of financing invest-
ment through government borrowing.

Unlike the first dividend, which the age
structure delivers, the second must be earned
by pulling women into quality work, build-
Ing pension instruments informal workers
can trust and watching the composition
of household credit as closely as growth.

India still has demography on its side.
What it risks is reaching the end of its
most productive decades with little
to show for them, having consumed a
dividend it never paused to bank.

(Views are personal)
Full article on newindianexpress.com
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Iberian iteration

Ref: Spain win a triumph (Jul 21). What stood
out in Spain’s victory was quiet consistency,
not spectacle. Indian administrators often
celebrate flashes of individual brilliance
while ignoring grassroots coaching. If the
federation invested in age-group academies
the way Spain did decades ago, better
results would follow naturally.

Prajesh Paramasivan, Coimbatore

Juvenile care

Ref: No country for adolescents (Jul 21).
Parents, teachers, school administration and
social media jointly share a responsibility.
There is a strong need for properly trained
carers, security personnel and dedicated
departments to monitor juvenile homes.

P Prema, Thanjavur

Citizens’ power

Ref: Centre blinks (Jul 21). It has become
evident that we, the people, have been
pushed to the limit of hopelessness. Citizens
had been assumed to be zombified and
acting on what Big Brother says. But the
diverse crowd that had set for Parliament
gave a fitting reply to the government’s
strategy of bread and circuses.

Nilika Sett, Sundargarh

Mounting agony

This was not merely a protest, but an
expression of frustration and discontent

felt by millions. While leaders engage in
chestbeating overseas, students are met
with batons at home. That protestors remain
steadfast in their demands even after facing
lathis indicates that the movement is a

culmination of years of piled-up grievances.
Mahesh Sidhmukh, email

Poetic reportage

Ref: La Roja say two cheers (Jul 21). Hats
off to TNIE's sports desk for bringing poetry
on paper every day. Even if one had missed
‘telecasts’ of a game, reporters brought it
live as ‘paper-casts’. Reading the World Cup
coverage was like enjoying one’s favourite
dish in their favourite restaurant.
Jaikishan N, Bengaluru

Sharedrivers

Ref: IWT won’t be functional in present
form (Jul 21). Water-sharing agreements
must evolve with changing realities, but any
revision should be guided by international
law, environmental sustainability and
humanitarian concerns. While national
security cannot be compromised, rivers

are shared natural resources that demand
responsible stewardship.

Stephanie Siby Koshy, Pathanamthitta
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OF THE You are my foremost appeal...It is the rainy
DAY & 4 Evena single loss of life causes us pain...

Yogi Adityanath @myogiadityanath

season ahead, exercise vigilance and caution...
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Supriya Sule @supriya_sule

Mumbaiis not just a city, its spirit of democratic India.
Using prohibitory orders while students across country are
demanding accountability over NEET sends wrong message

£

Mahua Moitra @MahuaMoitra

July 21st, 2026 - my heart is full of love & joy. It was
crystal clear today that traitors are never rewarded,
that spine & courage & principles always triumph

Rahul, Priyankaraise NEET heat in hot, humid capital

Cong president Kharge accuses Centre of suppressing dissent in democracy e Alleges education system ruined by ‘allowing’ repeated question paper leaks

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Delhi

HIGH political drama unfolded
outside Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s residence at Lok
Kalyan Marg on Tuesday
evening as Delhi Police de-
tained Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra and several Opposi-
tion MPs after they staged a
sit-in demanding action over
the alleged NEET paper leak
and police crackdown on pro-
testing students.

The protest began near the
Lok Kalyan Marg roundabout
and quickly turned into a flash-
point between the Congress
and the government. The party
demanded the resignation of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
while seeking a discussion in
Parliament on the alleged pa-
per leak and police action
against students.

The situation escalated short-
ly after Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav arrived at the
protest site around 6 pm to ex-
press solidarity with the Con-
gress. Moments later, Delhi Po-
lice, backed by Rapid Action
Force (RAF) personnel, moved
in to clear the area, triggering
chaotic scenes.

As police personnel attempt-
ed to remove the protesters,
pushing and jostling broke out.
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gan-
dhi and other Congress MPs
resisted being taken away,
while their security personnel
tried to shield them amid the
melee. Congress leaders, ex-
hausted after sitting for over
hours in sweltering heat and
high humidity, continued rais-
ing slogans even as police es-
corted them towards waiting
buses. A tight protective ring
was formed around Priyanka
Gandhi by her security staff
and party leaders as police ad-
vanced. Senior Congress leader
KC Venugopal was seen en-
gaged in a heated exchange
with police officials, insisting
that the protest was peaceful
and should be allowed to con-
tinue. Despite multiple security
layers around the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence, several Con-
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MoS Jitendra Singh arrives to interact with Congress members who staged a protest near the Prime Minister’s residence (L); police detain Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi during the protest; and security personnel detain Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi | express

Rahul ‘backtracked’ on his demands: Minister

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR
@ New Delhi

UNION Minister Jitendra
Singh on Tuesday accused Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi of
going back on his words after
the government agreed to a dis-
cussion on NEET and related
issues in Parliament.

The Centre sent Singh to
urge Gandhi to end his sit-in
outside PM Narendra Modi’s
Lok Kalyan Marg residence.

gress workers managed to
breach barricades and join the
demonstration.

Police detained the leaders in
batches before escorting Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi and
Akhilesh Yadav in separate
buses. It took nearly 45 minutes
for security personnel to clear
the protest site.

For nearly three hours, Con-
gress MPs remained seated on
the road outside the Prime Min-
ister’s residence, raising slo-
gans. Following the detentions,
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge launched a scath-
ing attack on the Centre, accus-
ing it of stifling democratic
dissent. “The tyrannical gov-
ernment is trembling in fear,”
Kharge said in a post on X.

Alleging that repeated exam-
ination paper leaks had “ru-
ined the education system,”
Kharge further claimed the fu-
ture of millions of students
across the country had been
put at risk.

Singh spoke to Gandhi for sev-
eral minutes, but all his efforts
failed to persuade Gandhi to
end his sit-in.

Later, Singh, in a social me-
dia post, alleged that the LoP
“backtracked” from his earlier
demand for a debate. Singh said
that this behavoiur did not be-
fit a leader of his stature.

Singh said that a request was
made to Gandhi to end the sit-
in, as the site was not meant for
protests, and that holding a

demonstration there was caus-
ing considerable inconvenience
to the public. “Rahul Gandhi
put forward the demand that if
the government agrees to dis-
cuss in Parliament all issues
related to NEET and the associ-
ated movement, he would im-
mediately end his sit-in. Within
a few moments, after taking
permission from the govern-
ment’s top leadership, Rahul
Gandhi was assured that his
demand has been accepted and

the government is ready to dis-
cuss in Parliament all issues
related to NEET and the associ-
ated movement,” Singh said.
He alleged that Gandhi did
not agree to his request and in-
stead demanded that Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan must also resign.
The minister also said that the
Congress “has not given any
notice to date for a formal dis-
cussion on this serious matter
(NEET issue) as per rules”.

House adjourned for 2nd day as Oppn
protests over crackdown on students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

PARLIAMENT proceedings re-
mained paralysed for the sec-
ond consecutive day on Tues-
day as repeated protests by Op-
position members over the
alleged NEET paper leak and
police action against protesting
students led to repeated ad-
journments in both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

In the Lok Sabha, proceed-
ings were disrupted from the
outset as Opposition MPs
raised slogans for a discussion
on the alleged NEET paper
leak, the police crackdown on
student protesters and allega-
tions of theft of donations at
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Girl hurt in stir critical

A young woman protester
remained in critical condition
on a ventilator at Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital on Tuesday, a day
after sustaining severe
injuries during a security
crackdown on the stir.

As soon as Question Hour be-
gan at 11 am, Opposition mem-
bers trooped into the Well of
the House, prompting Speaker
Om Birla to assure them that
they would be given an oppor-
tunity to raise their issues in
accordance with parliamentary
rules. With protests continu-
ing, the House was adjourned.

When the House reconvened
at noon, sloganeering resumed
as ministers tabled official pa-
pers amid the din. After repeat-
ed appeals by the chair for
members to return to their
seats went unheeded, proceed-
ings were adjourned again un-
til 2 pm. Similar scenes unfold-
ed in the afternoon, with Dilip
Saikia who was in the chair,
urging protesting members to
participate in proceedings be-
fore adjourning the House. The
Rajya Sabha also saw disrup-
tions over the “police lathi-
charge” on students. Opposi-
tion MPs raised slogans soon
after the House assembled, forc-
ing Chairman CP Rad-
hakrishnan to adjourn until
noon and later for the day.

‘Fundamental rights: HC
says shift Wangchuk to
private hosp immediately

UDAYAN KISHORE @ New Delhi

THE Delhi High Court on Tues-
day directed to immediately
shift activist Sonam Wangchuk
to Medanta Hospital “to ensure
his fundamental rights under
the Constitution”, as desired by
his family. The court said that
moving Wangchuk to a hospital
of his choice would protect his
fundamental rights.

A bench of Chief Justice De-
vendra Kumar Upadhyaya and
Justice Tejas Karia also or-
dered the constitution of a
committee of doctors
from the Medanta Hos-
pital to monitor Wang-
chuk and provide him
medication, saying that
he should abide by
the order.

The bench said that Wang-
chuk’s wife Gitanjali Angmo
would be allowed to visit her
husband as and when she de-
sires. The bench made the di-
rections on an appeal filed by
Angmo, who argued that her
husband was being held at
Safdarjung Hospital against
his will and the Delhi Police
kept him there to prevent him
from rejoining the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) protest.

Angmo had approached the
division bench against a single
judge bench order passed on

o

Sunday, which did not allow
shifting of Wangchuk.

Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta said that the government
had no objection to the shifting
of Wangchuk to Medanta.
“Only thing is that he may not
get a discharge against medical
advice. Those who are around
him want him out, irrespective
of his health,” he said. The
court, however, said, “We will
not go into all that. Do not drag
the court into all that.”

The division bench passed
the order after taking into ac-
count the opinion of
Wangchuk’s doctors.
“Having regard to the
submissions made, the
opinion expressed by
the doctors present and
the concerns raised by
them, we are of the opinion
that the husband of the appel-
lant ought to be shifted to a hos-
pital of his choice. We accord-
ingly direct that the husband of
the appellant shall be immedi-
ately shifted to Medanta,” the
bench said.

Moreover, the court also di-
rected Angmo to cooperate
with the decision. “Please coop-
erate. Court’s concern is only
with his health. Nothing to do
with all that is going on,”
the bench told her counsel
AKhil Sibal.

Rebel TMC MPs likely to join
NDA meetings from next week

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

THE 20 rebel TMC MPs who
have broken away from the par-
ty are expected to begin partici-
pating in NDA meetings from
next Tuesday sources said.

The development comes days
after 20 of the TMC’s 28 Lok
Sabha MPs revolted against the
party leadership following its
defeat in the West Bengal As-
sembly elections and joined the
Nationalist Citizens Party of
India (NCPI), a registered but
unrecognised political party
based in Howrah.

The rebel MPs have submit-
ted a petition to the Speaker
seeking recognition of their
merger with the NCPI. “Our pe-
tition about merging with NCPI
is pending with the speaker
and we are hopeful of a deci-
sion being taken soon,” a party
leader said. The political rea-
lignment became visible dur-
ing the customary all-party
meeting convened ahead of the
Monsoon Session, where rebel
MPs Sudip Bandyopadhyay and
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar attend-
ed after being invited by Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju. Their presence prompt-
ed opposition parties to stage a
symbolic walkout before re-
turning to the meeting.

If recognised by the Speaker,
the breakaway faction would
mark the biggest parliamenta-
ry splits in the TMC'’s history
and they would join NDA as
NCPI. Otherwise they will have
to attend the meeting as TMC
rebels. The expected participa-
tion of the rebel MPs in NDA
meetings from next week is
likely to further deepen the po-
litical crisis within the TMC
and reshape parliamentary
equations during the session.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY INSTALLED CAPACITY 288 GW

Renewable energy installed capacity in the country has increased from
76.38 GW in 2014 to 288.58 GW by June 2026, Parliament was informed
on Tuesday. The 288.58 GW includes 162.15 solar, 57.44 wind energy, 11.75

GW bio power and 57.24 GW hydro power. Minister of State for New &

Renewable Energy Shripad Yesso Naik stated in a written reply to the

Rajya Sabha, “So far, a total of 297.36 GW non-fossil fuel sources based

electricity capacity has been installed in the country as on June 30, 2026.

‘NO CENTRALISED DATA
BASE ON HAIs IN INDIA’

India does not maintain a
centralised national database
capturing institution-wise data
on all hospital-acquired
infections, Union Health Minister
JP Nadda said Tuesday. In a
statement in the Rajya Sabha,
the minister said, “Government
has instituted mechanisms for
surveillance of healthcare-
associated infections (HAIs)
through various national
programmes and institutions.
However, a centralised national
database capturing institution-
wise data on all HAls across the
country is not maintained,” he
said. The minister said that HAI
surveillance is undertaken in
designated institutions through
established surveillance systems.

‘52L GIRLS HAVE GOT
HPV JABS AS OF JULY 15°

An estimated 52,10,302 girls have
received HPV vaccine across the
country till July 15, the Rajya
Sabha was informed Tuesday. The
HPV vaccine, which is delivered
free of cost at designated
government health facilities in the
country, was launched on February
28, for approximately 1.2 crore
eligible beneficiary girls aged 14
years across all 36 states and UTs.
In a written reply, Union Minister
of State of Health and Family
Welfare Ministry, Anupriya Patel,
said training on HPV vaccination
has been completed for medical
and paramedical staff across all
36 states/UTs in the country. The
coverage data on the HPV
vaccination campaign is captured
through U-WIN portal.

Doval in Saudi,
holds talks on

energy & Crisis
in West Asia

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Delhi

NATIONAL Security Adviser
Ajit Doval visited Saudi Arabia
and held talks with Saudi For-
eign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, with the two sides fo-
cusing on strengthening bilat-
eral strategic ties, enhancing
energy security and safeguard-
ing maritime corridors. Doval
met Prince Faisal in Riyadh on
Monday to review the strategic
partnership between India and
Saudi Arabia and discuss the
regional security situation.
“They also discussed the lat-
est regional developments and
the efforts to enhance energy
security and protect maritime
corridors,” the Saudi Foreign
Ministry said. The meeting was
also attended by Saudi Deputy
Minister for Political Affairs
Saud Al-Sati. The visit comes
against the backdrop of height-
ened instability in the region
following the continuing US-
Iran conflict, which has dis-
rupted shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital artery
for global oil trade. Fresh con-
cerns have also emerged after
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi
rebels announced a “maritime
embargo” against Saudi Ara-
bia, threatening to block Saudi
vessels in the strategically im-
portant Bab al-Mandab Strait.
The Houthis said the move
was in response to “Saudi re-
strictions on ports and airports
in Houthi-controlled parts of
Yemen.” Notably, Doval’s visit
marks his third trip to Saudi
Arabia this year, underlining
the strategic coordination be-
tween New Delhi and Riyadh.

SC seeks Centre’s response
on NRC appeals in Assam

ALSO IN TOP COURT

Case against bank
over FERA quashed

In a relief to the Standard
Chartered Bank, the SC on
Tuesday quashed a 23-year-
old criminal complaint and
summons issued under FERA
provisions, saying that the
complaint was not
supported by any
documentary evidence.
A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj ,
Misra quashed the
complaint.

Govt reply sought
on green relief fund

The SC on Tuesday sought
responses from the Centre and
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) on a PIL
alleging non-utilisation of
environmental relief funds of
over Z1,000 crore. A three-
judge bench was urged by
Jabalpur-based activist

Gyan Prakash that the

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day sought response from the
Centre and other parties on a
plea seeking directions to au-
thorities to start an appeal
process for people excluded
from the final National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) in Assam.
The plea, filed by the Assam
State Jamiat Ulama, was heard
by a bench of CJI Surya Kant,
Justice Joymalya Bagchi and
Justice Vipul M Pancholi.
“Nothing is happening. For
those who have been excluded,
there is a provision for appeal,
but nothing is happening,” the
petitioner’s counsel submitted,
adding that a similar matter
was already pending before the
top court. The petitioner ar-
gued that a large number of
people are left out of the NRC
process and need a structured
way to appeal their exclusion.
The final NRC was released on
August 31, 2019. Of 3.30 crore
applicants, 3.11 crore were in-
cluded and 19.06 lakh were ex-

relief fund should

have been used for

road accident victims.
cluded, as per the data from the
state coordinator’s office. If a
clear appeal process exists, the
excluded people could gather
documents to prove their case,
the petitioner argued.

“Issue notice,” the bench said
and tagged the plea with the
pending petition. The court
sought responses from the Cen-
tre, Assam government and the
office of the state NRC coordi-
nator in four weeks. The peti-
tioner also sought directions to
issue national identity cards
under Section 14A of the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, to all persons
included in the final NRC.

At the time of the publica-
tion of the NRC, the Centre has
insisted that the government
machinery would assist exclud-
ed people with appeals. It had
claimed that the needy would
be helped through its vast dis-
trict legal service aid network.
The Assam government had as-
sured free legal aid to any per-
son excluded from the list and
who is unable to afford such le-
gal assistance to help the disad-
vantaged sections.

96 Raj bus blast:
SC sets aside
death sentence,
orders fresh trial

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day set aside the conviction of
Abdul Hameed in the 1996 Ra-
jasthan bus blast case and or-
dered a fresh trial. The direc-
tion came nearly 30 years after
his arrest and 12 years after he
was sentenced to death. The
bench asked the chief justice
of Rajasthan High Court to as-
sign the retrial to a special
court in Jaipur and said pro-
ceedings should be completed
within one year.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath, Sanjay Karol and Sand-
eep Mehta held that the trial
was “fatally flawed” due to
denial of effective legal repre-
sentation and procedural fair-
ness. The bench, in its order,
made it clear that the order was
not based on the merits of the
prosecution case, but on the
lack of fairness as well as
procedural propriety.

“The proceedings were fun-
damentally unfair, as Hameed
was not provided effective legal
assistance when witnesses de-
posed,” the top court said, as it
directed that he be given mean-
ingful legal representation dur-
ing the retrial.

The court also acquitted co-
accused Pappu, alias Salim,
who is serving a life term for
allegedly supplying explosives
to the accused.
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GANG BUSTED

Police in Maharashtra's Thane have busted a
gang involved in dismantling electricity
transformers and stealing copper wire, nabbing
seven Individuals, including a minor,
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Judges differ on 2-yr ban on razing houses of accused after FIR filed @ Court orders case against police officer over assault, wants CID probe

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT

Split verdict on ‘bulldozer
action’ against accused

NAMITA BAJPAl @ Lucknow

In a development related to the
bulldozer action as a punitive
measure taken by the UP-gov-
ernment, a division bench of
the Allahabad High Court has
delivered a split verdict on
whether the state can be barred
from taking action to demaolish
the house of an accused for a
period of two vears from the
date of registration of an FIR.
While Justice Atul Sreedha-
ran observed that a 2-year hia-
tus must be put on the demoli-
tion, Justice Siddharth Nandan
said such direction could not
be given. Considering the dis-
sent, the matter was referred to
the Chief Justice of the Alla-
habad High Court for decision
by a third judge on the issue.
In a ruling passed on July 20,
Justice Sreedharan sald:
"Rushing to demolish the
dwelling of a person, accused
of ‘an offence, under the garb
of the same being viclative of
municipal laws is impermissi-
ble, the same being a retribu-
tive exercise of executive dis-
cretion and so. no actlon may
be taken to demolish his house
for a period of two years from

Omar ups ante
on restoration of
statehood plank

JAMMU & Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on Tues-
day said restoration of state-
hood was the foundation for
regaining the constitutional
special status of the Unton ter-
ritory He said the Delhi protest
on Monday as “just the begin-
ning™ of the party’s campaign
for statehood.

“The promises made with
J&K must be fulfilled. The Cen-
tre has assured restoration of
statehood both in Parliament
and before the Supreme Court.
We went to Delhi only to re-
mind the government of India
about that promise,” he told re-
porters in Srinagar.

Omar said the NC had Invit-
ed all political parties from
J&K to join the statehood pro-
test in Delhi, describing the is-
s1e as one concerning the en-
tire region rather than a single
party, He alleged that instead of
supporting the protest, opposi-
tion parties attempted to ridi-
cule and discredit it.

“I don't worry what will be
the attitude of the central gov-
ernment after Delhi protest.
But I am sorry that those who
call themselves sympathisers
of people of J&K, forget their
sympathy at these moments,”
he said. Responding to criti-
gism from Kashmir-based op-
position parties that NC was
prioritising statehood over res-
toration of Article 370, Omar
said statehood is essential.

In February, the court had called
out the UP government for
continuing with demolitions of
properties linked to the accused
despite the SC's directives to
refrain from taking such actions,

the date of registration of the
FIR.” Justice Nandan said
there was always a presump-
tion that the government would
only proceed in accordance
with law and that it was open
for aggrieved person to ap-
proach the HC. “No fixed time
period can be put, for as a mat-
ter of fact it would result in
keeping the operation of anen-
actment in abeyance, for the
sald period,” Justice Nandan
said.

The third judge will give his
opinion on issues like if in ex-

ercise of powers under Article
226 of the Constitution, a direc-
tion be issued where the state
may be restrained from taking
any action under the UP Urban
Planning and Development
Act, 1973, though subject to
some exceptions. Moreover,
opinion would be sought on
whether before initiating a pro-
cedure under municipal laws,
can a direction be issued to the
authorities to give a ‘notice of
intent', one vear prior to the
initiation of the said proce-
dure, for the alleged violation
of the statutory norm.

In February, the court had
called out the UP gover nment
for continuing with the puni-
tive demaolitions of properties
linked to the accused despite
the Supreme Court’s directives
to refrain from taking such
actions.

The HC gave its observation
while hearing a plea filed by
three members of a family who
alleged that a mob targeted
their house in collusion with
police after one of their rela-
tives was booked under the
POCSO Act and UP Prohibi-
tion of Unlawful Religious Con-
version Act.

Nudged by Mamata,
Kalyan leaves TMC
Kolkata rally venue

AL AL

SENIOR Trinamool Congress
MP Kalvan Banerjee on Tues-
day left the Martyrs' Day rally
venue in Kolkata immediately
after his nearly 23-minute
speech amid reports of a verbal
exchange with party supremo
Mamata Banerjee over exceed-
ing his allotted speaking time,
TMC sources said Mamata
pulled up Kalvan for delivering
a long speech despite her prior
instructions to make the ad-
dresses shorter so that others
can get time to speak at the ral-
Iy organised to commemuorate
the Killing of 13 Youth Con-
oress workers in police firing
on July 21, 1993 when the Left
Front ruling West Bengal.
“Kalvan addressed the rally
for about 23 minutes. So several
party MPs, including Mahua
Moitra, Kriti Azad and Dola
Sen, could not get an opportu-
nity to speak. Mamata and
Kalyan got involved in an ex-
change of words over the long:
er speech,” said a TMC leader.
Kalyan came out of the dais
and left for his Kalighat house
from the venue. He did not even
wait for Mamata to address in
the rally causing an embarrass-
ment to the party Party sources
gaid Mamata came to the venue
when Kalvan was speaking;
After a pause, the MP re-

by Kalyan Banerjee
CPM, Cong must unite to
fight against Bengal BJP

The TMC supremo on Tuesday
appealed the Congress and CPM
to unite under the INDIA bloc in
West Bengal and fight against the
BJP. She also made it clear that
she won't take back the rebel
leaders to her party again.

sumed his address. The party
supremo asked him to finish
his speech but he allegedly ig-
nored her instruction, and con-
tinued speaking for nearly 23
minutes, launching an attack
on the BJP and the breakaway
TMC faction led by Ritabrata
Banerjee. Kalyan denied any
spat with Mamata.

In her speech, Mamata urged
the Congress and CPI(M) to
unite against the BJP in Bengal
under the INDIA bloe, even as
her party's organisational split
plaved out with rival Martyrs’
Day rallies being held by her
faction and rebels.

Twist in Pune tale: Cops say Siya
initially wanted to only hurt Ketan

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @ Pune

SIYA Goyal, the main accused
in the Lohargarh Fort murder
case, initially had no plan of
killing her fiance, Ketan Agar-
wal, but to make him seriously
injured so that she eould de-
cline the marriage, citing his
disability, and marry her boy-
friend, Chetan Chaudhary,
Goval (200 and Chetan Chaud-
hary (22) are in judicial custody
for allegedly killing her 25-year-
old flancé and Pune-based de-
veloper Ketan, The digital and
forensic probe has revealed
that the two accused had
searched the Internet on how to
make a person permanently
disabled and how to slow poi-
s00 a person so that she could
get away from the wedding, the
Pune Police said on Tuesday:
The Pune police revealed that
Siyva and Chetan had various
meetings to discuss how Ketan
can be injured badly, not killed

J

Multiple failed attempts

Sitya and Chetan wanted to break
Ketan's hand and leg and even
discussed if that could be done
when Siya and Ketan were off to
Bali on a pre-wedding trip and
during the earlier Lohagad Fort
visit. However, Siya was unable to
execute that plan during the first
two visits to Lohagad Fort.

also. They wanted to break his
hand and leg and even dis-
cussed whether that could be
done when Siyva and Ketan were
off to Bali on a pre-wedding
trip and during the earlier Lo-
hagad Fort visit. However, Siva
was unable to execute that plan
during the first two visits to Lo-
hagad Fort as Ketan managed
to balance himself and prevent
the fall off the cliff. Siva cov-
ered up the incident by sayving
that she pushed Ketan to save
him from a snake. Siva thought
that by making Ketan disabled,

she would convinee her family
against marrying a physically
challenged person.

“She did not want to kill Ket-
an. She and her boyfriend
Chetan tried different means to
injure Ketan Agarwal but failed
in their attempts. Finally, they
conspired to push him into the
400 ft deep valley of Lohagad
Fort, Both the accused's and co-
aceused's mobile Google search
histories show that they visited
and studied Tiger Point and
other deadly points of Lohagad
Fort,” said police.

‘Nazi-style policing’
comes under bashing

RAMASHANKAR @ Patna

THE Patna HC has ordered reg-
istration of an FIR against a
station house officer (SHO) ac-
cused of assaulting a man in
custody and breaking his legs,
and warning against “Nazi
Germany-styvle” policing.

Directing the CID of Bihar
Police to investigate allega-
tions of custodial assault, the
HC warned that unchecked po-
liee brutality could undermine
the rule of law Hearing a peti-
tion filed by victim Manish Ku-
mar, Justice Jitendra Kumar
on Tuesday observed that if
such conduct by the police was
allowed to continue, the consti-
tutional guarantee of life and
personal liberty would be ren-
dered meaningless.

“If such conduct by the po-
lice is not curbed and control-
led, the rule of law and the con-
stitutional protection of
citizens' lives and liberty in
this country will cease to exist.
The national police force eould
turn into something like that
of Nazi Germany,” he said.

The court directed Immedi-
ate registration of an FIR
against former SHO Kamal

MP becomes 4th
BJP-ruled state
to pass UCC

MADHYA Pradesh on Tuesday
became the fourth BJP-ruled
state to pass the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) Bill. Passed by the
state's assembly by a voice vote
amid noisy protests by the op-
position Congress MLASs, the
MP UCC 2026 legislation,
on getting the presidential as-
sent, will render a common law
for all religious communities
to govern issues related to
marriage, divorce, success
or inheritance and live-
in relationships.

Forming the crucial part of
ruling BJP's core political
agenda of the country having a
UCC (that supersecdes all per-
sonal laws), the bill was passed
following a noisy discussion,
which was punctuated by the
House being adjourned by
Speaker Narendra Singh Tomar
twice within the two hours al-
lotted for debating the
crucial bill.

While the ruling BJP mem-
bers accused the Congress
MLAs of indulging in minority
appeasement, the opposition
members led by the LoP Umang
Singhar protested against the
bill, saying that resolving the
long-pending issue of 27% res-
ervation to the OBCs was more
important than the UCC bill.

Second-time Congress MLA
Arif Masood alleged that the
bill infringed the Indian
Constitution's Article 253 and
Article 29,

Scooters for

WITH an eye on the upcoming
Assembly elections, the Uttar
Pradesh government is set to
dole out sops in the days to
come, with the latest being the
decision to provide free scoot-
ers to girl students who com-
Mlete their graduation.

The proposal related to the
SOP was approved by the Yogi
cabinet on Tuesday The scoot-
ers will be delivered under the
Rani Lakshmibai Scooty
Scheme, which is available for
the students from families with
an annual income of less than
¥12lakh, and only the top 5% of
female students in each univer-
sity and college will be eligible
to get the benetit.

State Higher Education Min-
ister Yogendra Upadhyay said,
“The government will not only
provide scooters but also their
insurance, registration, hel-
mets, essential accessories, and
five litres of petrol, The scoot-

PATNA HIGH COURT

DGP asked to track probe

The Patna High Court has
directed the Bihar DGP to obtain
a report on the FIR registered at
Murar police station and ensure
that the CID conducts an
independent investigation,

Navan Pandey of Murar police
station in Bihar's Buxar dis-
trict and ordered that the in-
vestigation be transferred (o
the CID to ensure an impartial
probe. According to the peti-
tion, Kumar, a resident of
Ganghar village in Bhojpur
district, had gone to a friend’s
shop in Chaugain village in
Buxar on July 4, 2024,

Around 2 pm, a vehicle from
Murar police station reached
the spot. Kumar alleged that
Pandey asked for his name and
caste. After learning his caste,

AICC

the officer along with other po-
licemen verbally abused him
and assaulted him with lathis,
leaving him with fractures in
both legs.

Police denied the allegations,
claiming before the court that
Kumar had slipped during
rainy weather and sustained
the injuries. Rejecting the ex-
planation, the HC relied on X-
ray reports and other material
on record, observing that the
injuries were inconsistent with
the police version.

The court held that a brutal
assault by a police officer on a
citizen cannot be treated as an
act performed in the discharge
of official duty It ruled that no
prior sanction under section
197 of the CrPC or section 218
of the Bharativa Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) was
required to initiate proceed-
ings against the accused offic-
er. The HC directed the Bihar
DGP to obtain a report on the
FIR registered at Murar police
station and ensure that the CID
conducts an independent in-
vestigation, The court ordered
that a compliance report be
submitted to the registrar gen-
eral within 30 days.

plans fortnightly

forum for ‘unified’ voice

NUKESHRAWMAN ionetd

JHARKHAND Congress in-
charge K Raju has moved to
ensure greater coordination
among ministers from the par-
ty’s quota by aligning their
public statements with the par-
tv's official stand.

As part of the initiative,
Raju said that a ministers’ fo-
rum will soon be constituted,
which will meet every fortnight
to discuss key issues and en-
sure that all ministers speak in
one voice while effectively pro-
jecting the party’s position.

The decision was taken dur-
ing a meeting of Raju with the
ministers of the Congress quo-
ta held in Ranchi on Tuesday
“All ministers will speak strict-
ly in line with party policy: no
public statements will be made
without prior discussion on the
party platform,"” said Raju.

All ministers would meet
every 15 davs to deliberate on
public issues, form a consen-
sus, and present the party’s
stance to the public. he added.

According to Raju, it has of-
ten been observed that minis-
ters express differing opinions
on the same 1ssue; therefore,
they have been insiructed to
present a unified party view to
the public only after Internal
consultation on the party plat-
form. A dedicated forum for
ministers will be established

Meetings every 15 days

The decision was taken during a
meeting of Raju with the
ministers of the Congress quota in
Ranchi on Tuesday. All ministers
would meeat every 15 days to
deliberate on public issues, form a
consensus, and presant the
party's stance to the public,

for this purpose, he said.

A campalgn committee meet-
ing was also held on Tuesday,
during which it was decided
that two committees will oper-
ate in each division. Campaigns
focusing on public issues will
he conducted in every division
over the next six months.

According to Congress lead-
ers, efforts will be made to con-
nect with the general public
and understand grassroots 1s-
sues through seminars, work-
shops and public meetings. The
full-scale campalgn will com-
mence once the state-level in-
ternal review process is
completed,
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‘No decision on renaming

Barkatullah University’

Mare than a month after Bhopal-
hased Barkatullah University's
executive council {EC) approved a
proposal to rename the university as
Vagdevi Bhojpal University, triggering
a major political debate, the Madhya
Pradesh government stated on
Monday that no decision has been
taken regarding it. Replying toa
query in the assembly, the higher
education minister, Inder Singh
Parmar, informed that it hasn't been
decided by the govemment to
renarme the varsity, On June 3, the
varsity EC had approved a proposal
torename the university, which was
renarmed in 1988 after the farmous
Indian revolutionary Mohamed
Barkatullah ‘Maulana Barkatullah.'

BIP leader seeks votes at
Cong chief’s rural meet
Chirula village of Datia district
witnessed an interesting
development on July 19, as the riling
BIP's candidate for the July 20 Datia
assermbly by-election, Ashutosh
Tiwarl, appealad for votes at a public
meeting being addressed by state
Congress president Jitu Patwarl,
Actually, Tiwar was campaigning in
the village when he came across the
principal rival party's poll meeting
being addressed by the state
Congress chief, When Patwari called
hirm to the meeting, Tiwari went
there and solicitad votes for himsal?
in the manth-and bypell, Thisled to
a war of words between the two.
Videos of the verbal dual have since
been doing rounds on sodal media.

Digvijaya Singh quits
social media

Congress leader Digvilaya Singh
stepped away from personal use of
his X page recently. He handed his X
account and personal mobile phone
over to his office staff and secretary
to focus on spiritual activities and a
planned padayatra from Ujjain to
Ayodhya, slated to start from the
Dussehra festival (October 20). His
account. previously operating under
the handle @digviiaya_28, has now
been renarmad OfficeofDVS,
indicating that future updates will
be ssued through his office instead
of being personally managed by him.
The around thousand km long
Padayatra would start from Ujjain's
famous Mahakal Temple on October

20 and condude In Ayodhya (LIP).
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Proposal ockayed under
Rani Lakshmibai Scooty
Scheme

| annual income
& tobe less than

To come with free
insurance, registration,
helmets, five-lt petrol

Eligible for top
5% of students
in varsities and

colleges

Relaxation for
disabled people,
daughters of
martyrs, and
destitute people

Inall,18
proposals got
cleared In
cabinet

Beneficlary
famillias’

Monsoon session
to be held from

Being purchased through the GeM portal

August3to b

ers will be petrol-powered and
will be purchased through the
GeM portal. The income lmit
condition will be relaxed for
disabled girl students, daugh-
ters of martyrs, and daughters
from destitute families.

The proposal was approved

during the Yogl Cabinet meet-
ing Tuesday, where 18 propos-
als got cleared. The govern-
ment announced that the state
legislature's monsoon session
will be held from Aagust 3 to 6,

In addition, the Cabinet ap-
proved the construction of two

graduate girl students approved

new expressways in the state,
the Vindhva Expressway and
the Vindhya-Purvanchal Link
Expressway

Vindhyva Expressway will
start from the point where Gan-
ga Expressway ends at Sonwar
Tehsil in Prayagraj district, Af
ter this, it will cover Mirzapur,
Bhadohi, Varanasi, and Chand-
auli to Sonbhadra. It will di-
rectly connect UP with the bor-
ders of Bihar, Madhva Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand,
thus giving a boost to inter-
state trade. The estimated cost
of the project is ¥22 400 crore, It
will be 330-kilometre long cross-
ing approximately 341 villages.
In Pravagraj, it will connect
with the Ganga Expressway
For this, 2,800 hectares of land
will be required. After the con-
struction of the expressway,
the journey from Prayagraj to
Sonbhadra will be completed in
three and a guarter hours,
which currently takes up to six-
and-a-half hours.

®e

epaper.newindiandipiBts.com @




=% COUNTRY Max Min COUNTRY Max|Min

, a Australia (Canberra) 15 | 1 SNY  Singapore 34 | 25 TDS

THE NFW e Indonesia (Bali) 30 23 LR SouthKorea (Seoul) 30 | 24 SNY

- - m| (an S GLOBAL [taly (Rome) 36 |25 SNY Switzerland(Bern) 28 | 17 LR

l:\ I)I \\ Japan (Tokyo) 30 |25 LC Thailand (Bangkok) 34 | 24 TDS
e ted dead - WEATHER ;553 (Kialalumpur) 33 |23 DS Turkiye (Ankara) 34 | 18 SNY
I4 \l]Rl ‘,S reported dead or missing LR: Light Rain = HR: Heavy Rain = LS: Light Snow  Maldives (Male) 30 128 LC UAE (Dubai) 38 |33 SNY

+ off Mauritania, says UN « TDS: Thundershower « LC: Light Cloud = SNY: Sunny ~ Mauritius (Port Louis) 25 119 LC  Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 | 27 TDS

09

Diplomatic push struggles as strikes continue

Iran attacks tanker in Hormuz after fresh US strikes on military targets, while Houthis threaten Red Sea shipping

HYDERABAD

WEDNESDAY  2,() /.2(026

Israel builds giant barrier across
Gaza, entrenching territorial divide

CAIRO

some 40 kilometers long and 11
kilometers wide, and home to
over 2 million Palestinians.

When presented with the
satellite images, Israel’s mili-
tary confirmed to The Associ-
ated Press it has built
a physical barrier in
the area of the so-
called yellow line,
the boundary to
which Israeli troops
withdrew under the
October ceasefire deal with
Hamas.

The line was envisioned in
the US-backed agreement as a
temporary division of the ter-
ritory pending a fuller Israeli
withdrawal. AP

THE Israeli military is quietly
but quickly building a giant
earthen barrier separating
the over 50% of the Gaza Strip
it controls from the
rest of the territory,
according to satellite
imagery, further en-
trenching the divi-
sion of the tiny Pal-
estinian enclave.
More than 23 kilometers have
been constructed in recent
months, running through Pales-
tinian communities demolished
by the military That is equiva-
lent to more than half thelength
of the coastal strip, which is

the Red Sea were forced to re-
route after they received warn-
ings from the rebel group. The
Associated Press could not im-
mediately confirm the claim.

Three Houthi officials
said the group warned interna-
tional shipping companies on
Monday to avoid transiting in
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the
gateway to the Red Sea at the
southern tip of the Arabian
Peninsula.

The officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, saying they
weren’t authorised to speak to
journalists. AP

ISLAMABAD warned residents on Tuesday
afternoon of incoming
projectiles.

In the Red Sea, Iran-backed
Houthi rebels have opened a
new front against Saudi Arabia
by declaring a naval blockade of
the kingdom, threatening the
flow of global oil supplies and
trade. With the Strait of Hor-
muz blocked up, Saudi Arabia
has been relying on a pipeline to
the Red Sea to get millions of
barrels of oil out to market.

A news agency in Yemen that
is run by the Houthis, SABA,
said Tuesday that six ships in

have targeted civilian infra-
structure in the region relied on
by millions of people.

A barrage of US strikeshasn’t
compelled Tehran to loosen its
grip on the strait, through
which about one-fifth of the
world’s crude oil and natural
gas was shipped before the war.
The US continued its airstrikes
on the Islamic Republic early on
Tuesday, and Iran attacked a
tanker in the strait, forcing the
crew to abandon the ship.

Iran also kept up attacks
against US allies in the region.
Sirens in Bahrain and Kuwait

DIPLOMATS on Tuesday sought
to salvage the collapsed interim
deal between Iran and the Unit-
ed States even as both countries
continued to launch attacks in a
10th day of renewed fighting.
Iranian Interior Minister Es-
kandar Momeni’s visit to Paki-
stan, a key mediator in the con-
flict, pointed to intensified
diplomatic efforts, but it was
unclear what new arrangement
might be reached to end the war.
Shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz has largely stalled, and

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif meeting Iranian Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni at the Prime Minister
House in Islamabad | arp

as the fight for control over the
waterway intensifies, both sides

AF POWER GENERATION CORFPORATION Ltd.,
V5, VIIAYAWADA-520004

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
Registered Office: Sri Towers, Plot Mo, 144, South
Phase. Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennal -600 03
rww.shriramfinance.,

UJVN LIMITED

HLO,: “UJJWAL", Maharand Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-276I00 8, Fax: 01352763508
CIN Ho. 401 01UR20015GCO2 5066 Wabshe: wees ujvnl com

(A Govt. of A.P. Undertaking) E-TENDER NOTICE

HIT No: 610002334

Hame of the wark: "Engineering, Supply, Installation and Commissiening
ol Auxiliary Power System of Stage-l, DeNTTPS" through e-procurement.
Schedule available Date & Time - 17.07.2026 - 18:00 Hrs onwards

Bid submizsion closing Dale & Time ; 07,08.2036 - 1300 Hrs,

For other details visil the websile: www.apgenco.gov.in (or)

hitps.//etender.apgenco gov.in/firi/portal .
DIPR No.527 1 PP/CLADVT/1/1/2021-72, Dt: 21/07/2026

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly Owned by Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

. (CIN-UD4010KA20025GC030438)

 BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through KPP portal]
EEEEGM invites tender for the following Enquiry/Indent
No..BESCOM/2026-27/EL/ WORK_INDENT1155.
Preventive and Breakdown maintenance of all makes &
all configurations of DAS and Non DAS RMUs in BRAZ
area of BESCOM on Total Tumkey on Percentage quoting
basis. For the above Work: Bid documents will be available
from 27-07-2026. Last Date for submission is 27-08-2026.
Opening of Bids is 28-08-2026 at 17:15 hrs.

The Tender Documents can be obtained through KPP portal
website https:/kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring bidders
need to register on KPP porial. Further Bidders can lake
assistance with KPPP help desk contact numbers
(0BO-46010000, 080-68948777) or email al
support@eprochelpdesk.com. Further details can be
obtained from the office of the undersigned.

For electricity related complaints Call: 1512 Chief Ganer:;:managﬂr{Ela. )
Download BESCOM Mithra Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM

Lrate: 2108 A0

Lethar Mo 500 Corrigendum No. 20
g-Tendar No, 01/DGM (E&M D-H)UJIVNLIZ025-26
Pursuant o ITB Clause 7.1, "Addendum-\1I" has been uploaded on
e-procurament poral, Therefore, the dates of e-Tandear No. 01/DGM{EAM
DHIVUNVMLZ025-26 invited by office of the Dy, Genaral Manager, E&M
Design-il, UJVN Lid., Ganga Bhawan, Yamuna Colony, Dehradun
(Uttarakhand) are hareby extended as follows:
Last date for submission of bid on e-portal: 31.07 2028 upto 17:00 Hrs.
Last date for submission of Original document [Hard copies):
04.08.2026 up o 17:00 Hrs.
Date & Time of opening of Technical bid on e-portal: 05.08.2026

MSET;E.Z-I_.SRM invites online RFx (e-Tender) from the
Registered Contractors for MAHATRANSCO e-Tendering
(SRM)website for below mentioned work.

E-tender No- CE(Vashi)f2026-27/07 RFx No.:- 7000040830
Mame of work:- Tender for Construction of LILO on 100kV

Century Rayon - Ambernath line at 220/100kV Jambhul
Substation using HPC conductor along with 100kY Bays at
220kV Jambhul Substation. Estimated Cost:-
Rs.18,95,01,843/- (Excluding GST) Tender Fees:- Rs, 25,000/-

from 11:00 Hrs
Othar terms & condition shall remain same. Detal
addendumicerrigendumi/cancellation elc.
e-procuramant portal "hitp:luktenders.gov.in”.

Dy. General Manager

“AVDID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

may be oblained from

+ G5T. Date for Submission of the e-Tender Documents:
From 20.07.2026 @ 18.00 Hrs to 10.08.2026 @ 18.30 Hrs.
For detailed infermation visit our website:
https://srmetender.mahatransco.in Seli-

CHIEF ENGINEER,
EHV PC (O&M) Zone, Vashi

Iz of subssqgusn

(E&M Design-ll)

: o _,__1::'\-&-.

Office Order No. 4102

Near Bana Durga Temple, Sanka

for the following works invited under NIT Letter No.3719
CESNG 19 of 2026-27 are hereby modified as folIows

_#_  GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH

PIN-770020, Email : serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com, Via E-mail/E-despatch
1st Corrigendum
25001/779/2621: The date of availability of tender onli

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open e-Tender Notice No,
DY.CE (C) BZUID2 of 2026
Oy, Chief Engineer () BZUENGP
Ceanfral Railway, Chhunabhath Road
AjniMagpur-3 for and on behall of the
President of India imvides e-tenders on
line through www.ireps.gov.in from

ra, Sundargarh, Dist: Sundargarh

Date. 20.07.2026

ine/ date of seeking clarification/ date of opening of tender
dtd 04.07.2026 vide Bid Identification No: Online - RWC-

Bid | Availabilityof | Availabilityof |LastDate&Time| —., .« | . reputed contractars for the following

Procurement | dentifca- | Tender On-line | Tender On-line for |of Seeking Tender| pleciinical | Financial work: Name of Waork: $hiting of utilty
tionNo. | for bidding bidding upto Clarification PENINg | bid Upening structures such as Station building,

1 9 3 A 5 6 | 7 Service building, Quariars, Waler tanks,

: 1 Depots, Sheds, L-wng, FOB, Platform,
Ct?éiffﬁg”i%téé‘ﬁ' ce 0| 2007206 | 11082026 | 1008206 12082026 Millbe. Effg?f.ﬂf:fm NT;;TE sl
Rural WOI’kS C|rC|e, Of 2026_27 1].00 AM 500 PM 500 PM ].].00 AM Separate|y .|I,.I||"IE|-T|.'Ii.Ir N Nﬁg |-'"r" 5,&“.1:“-' lﬂpm:.
Sundargarh - Cost: 172,33 Cr. Completion Period -

0IPR- 25001/25133/1/26-21/0029

All other terms and Conditions are remained Unchanged.

24 Maonths. Validity of offar: 50 days
fecm date of opening of the tender. Bid
Security: T 1.44 6700000 Cost of

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

Tandar: Mil. Availability of Tender
Documaents: Tender document for the
above work |5 avaifable on wabsita
www.ireps.gov.in Date & Time of
Submission & Opening of Tender:

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open Tender Motice Ma.

, 2 Floar,
:Nellnre Wil

vathi Plaza En.s'.ld{ Syndicate

Demand Notice un:mr m:tmn 13{2] of lm sucun’usalln-n & Fln construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002

We, Mis. Shriram Finance Limited (formerly known as “Shriram City
Union Finance Limited" amalgamated with Shriram Transport Fmance Fmited
and coaverted as Shriram Transport Finance Limited as per the orders of
MCLT Bench-ll Chennai dated 09,11 2022) and thereafter obtained the approval
to raname as Shriram Finance Ltd (Minisiry of Corporate Finance latter dated
30.11.2022), = a company registered under the Companies Acl, 2013 and atso

isterad with R8I to do Mon-Banking Finance business ha»rlr'ég its registerad
office at S Towers, Plol No4A, South Phase, ndustrial Estale, Guindy,
Chennai - 600032, and Branch Difice at Nellore-2.
Whereas the Borrowers/Co-borrowers/Guarantors | menlioned hereunder had
availed the financial assiztance from SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. We state that
despite having availed the financial assistance, the bormowers/guarantors: have
committed various defaults in repayment of interest and principal amounts as per
due dates. The account has been classified as Non Performing Assel in accordance
with the directivesiguidelines issued by Reserve Bank of india, consequent to
the Autharized Officer of SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. under Securitization and
Reconstruction of Fnancial Assets and Enforcement of Securty Interest Act 20032
& in exercise of powers conforned under Section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of Security
Interest {Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Nolices on respective dates
mantionad herain below under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 calling
upon  Ihe following borrowers /quasantors imorlgagors 1o repay (he amount
mantioned in the notices together with further interest at the contraciual rate on
the amount mentianed in the nolices and incidental expensss, cosl, chares efc
until the date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of notice.
The Notice lssued Lo tham on thesr las] known addressas have relumed un-served
and a3 such they are hereby mformed by way of public notice abouf the same.
The horrowar's attention is invited fo provisions of sub-seciion (8] of section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets

PUBLIC NOTICE

| PUBLICHOTICE

PUBLICROTICE ]
CHANGEOFNAME QN CHANGEOFNAME W CHANGEOFNAME

CHANGE OF NAME|

|, RAHUL SHUKLA
I'ESII!II'I at F-‘-M BEGUMPFET
SE. AIR FORCE
DFFIEERS ENCLAVE. OLD
RACE COURSE ROAD,

TELANGANA, PIN
CODE-500003, have changed
m}erau l&r Name

om

to PRANIKA $HLIHLA
vide Affidavit No. 4284 321519
dated 21/07/2026 at
Hyderabad.

[MUDFORT, SECUNDERABAD,

l, GUNDLAMONI SUVARNA
mother of No 2623584M SEP
G RAGHAVENDAR, R/o.Vil &
PO- Manajipeta, Tehsil-Godal,
District- Mahabubnagar, Telangana-
509401 have changed my name
from G SUVARNA to GUNDLAMONI
SUVARNA vide affidavit dt:21-7-
2026 before V.V.PRASADA RAO,
Advocate and Notary, Uttam
Nagar, Malkajgiri.

(2
[, PS LATHIKA MANI Mother of
Service No. 15240525H, NK
ANEESH KUMAR AL, R/o.Vill:
Chirakkara, PO:Chirakkara, Teh:
Kollam, Dist: Kollam, Kerala-
691578 have changed my
name from PS LATHIKA MANI
to LATHIKAMANI AMMA P vide
affidavit  dt:21-7-2026  before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANG

|, BYREEDDY APPAYYAMMA Mother
of Service No. 15195502M, Hav
(GNR)  BYREDDY GOWRI REDDY,
R/o0.Vill: Byreddy Palem, PO: Reddy
Kancheru, Teh: Bhogapuram, Dist:
Vizianagaram,  Andhra  Pradesh-
535216 have changed my name from
BYREEDY APPAYYAMMA to BYREDDY
APPAYYAMMA Vide affidavit dt:21-7-
2026 before C.Samuel, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANG

|, MANIAMMAL Mother of Service No.
15193939F, Hav SANKAR V, R/o0.
Vill: Earimalai, Post:Thirumalvadi,
Teh: Pennagaram, Dist:
Dharmapuri,  Tamilnadu-636808
have changed my Name from
MANIAMMAL to MANI VELAN vide
affidavit  dt:21-7-2026  before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANG

|, RANI M Mother of Service
No. 15196666P, HAV VINOTH

M, R/0.Vill: Semminipati,
PO:Katchaikatti, Teh: T Vadipatti,
Dist: Madurai, Tamilnadu-

625218 have changed my name
from RANI M to RANI MUTHU vide
affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

¢

|, BYREDDY SATYAM Father of
Service No. 15195502M, Hav
(GNR) BYREDDY GOWRI REDDY,
R/0.Vill: Byreddy Palem, PO: Reddy
Kancheru, Teh: Bhogapuram, Dist:
Vizianagaram, Andhra  Pradesh-
535216 have changed my name
from BYREDDY SATYAM to BYREDDY
SATHYAM vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026
before C.Samuel, Advocate and
Notary,Secunderabad.

¢

[, R MANTHIRA MOORTHY Father
of Service No. 15187367P,
Hav KARUPPASAMY M, R/o.
Vill:  Ellainayakkan Patti, PO:
Pottalurani, Teh: Srivaikuntam,
Dist:  Thoothukudi  (Tuticorin),
Tamilnadu-628851 have changed
my Name from R MANTHIRA
MOORTHY to MANDHIRAMOORTHY
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

(CHANGE OF NAME|

|, REEJA Mother of Service
No. 15199449K, Nk VYSHAK
C J, R/o.Vill: Padichira, P.O:
Sasimala, Teh: Sulthan Bathery,
Dist: Wayanad, Kerala-573579
have changed my name from
REEJA to REEJA KANAKKOT vide
affidavit dt:20-7-2026 before
C.Samuel, Advocate and Notary,
Secunderabad.

CHANG

[, DEVI. L.K. D/o G Venkateswara
Rao is legally wedded wife of LAVU
LOKESWARA RAO, Sr.No.292960
T, Rank: SGT. Rtd. from Indian Air
Force, presently residing at, Block
C, -806, Ridge Towers, Ganesh
Nagar, Chintal,HYDERABAD-
500054, Telangana, have changed
my name DEVI LK to L KALIKA DEVI
vide affidavit Dt.21/7/2026 before
Notary, Hyderabad.

CHANG

[, MONISHA S is legally
wedded spouse of Service
No. 15193939F, Hav SANKAR
V, R/o.Vil: Earimalai, Post:
Thirumalvadi, Teh: Pennagaram,
Dist:  Dharmapuri,
636808 have changed my name
from MONISHA S to MONISHA M
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANG

Tamilnadu-

[, SAVITRI is legally wedded spouse
of Service No. 13937102K, Rank:
EX. NAIK (TIME SCALE) Name:
PALLE VENKATA RAO, permanent
resident of Flat No.304, 1-10-373
to 388, Shreemukhs Kontham
Towers, Brahamanwadi, Begumpet,
Secunderabad, Hyderabad-500016,
Telangana have changed my Name
from SAVITRI to PALLE SAVITHRI
vide affidavit dt:20-7-2026.

a
[, GUNDLAMONI  RAMANAIAH
father of No 2623584M SEP G
RAGHAVENDAR, R/o.Vil & PO-
Manajipeta, Tehsil-Godal, District-
Mahabubnagar, Telangana-509401
have changed my name from G
RAMANAIAH  and GUNDLAMONI
RAMANAIAH vide affidavit dt:21-
7-2026  before  V.V.PRASADA
RAO, Advocate and Notary, Uttam
Nagar, Malkajgiri.

CHANG

|, MUTHU P Father of Service
No. 15196666P, HAV VINOTH
M, R/0.Vill: Semminipati,
PO:Katchaikatti, Teh: T Vadipatti,
Dist: Madurai, Tamilnadu-625218
have changed my name from
MUTHU P to MUTHU PERUMAL
vide Affidavitdt:21-7-2026 before
CVN, Ramakrishna, Advocate
and Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANG

[, SEGAPPHY Mother of Service
No. 15164102Y, Hav G
DHATCHANAMURTHI, R/o. Vill &
P.O: Alavidangan, Teh: llayankudi,
Dist; Sivaganga, Tamilnadu-630713
have changed my Name from
SEGAPPHY to SIGAPPI GANAPATHI
vide affidavit dt:18-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

ALV

CHANG

|, VELAN Father of Service No.
15193939F, Hav SANKARYV, R/0.
Vill: Earimalai, Post: Thirumalvadi,

Teh: Pennagaram, Dist:
Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu-636808
have changed my Name from
VELAN to VELAN KATHIRIYAPPAN
vide affidavitdt:21-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

62-2026-LL-DEQLI dt: 1507 2026

Name of work: Signalling and
ielecomemunication related works retated
to provesion of loop line at Dacli Siation
of Magpur division, Tender Cost |
F108946964 .45 Earnest Maney:
134890000, Date & time of closing of
tender 10082026 15.00 Hrz, Details
an Ratway webaite | wew ineps. gov.in

The e-tendar duly completed in all
respect should be uploaded
aigctromically upto 1500 hes, on
20,08, 2026 on the above mentioned
wabsite and will be opaned afber 15.00
hrs. Important Note for tenderers: (a)
Prospective Tenderer!'s are advised that
befara lendaring thair offer sSactmonically,
thiry shoiild refer 1o the Tender dedaits
ragarding terms and conditions, aligibdity
critaria elc_ (b} All anding tendarars
rieseed [ first register with IREPS wabsile

Name Of The Borrower (S)/ Co-Borrower (S)/ Guarantors :

1) ASRITHAHOMES PROPRIETOR BY VALLATURU MADHUSUDHANA,
Slo, Lakshmaiah, D.No: 8-2-293/82/J111/126, Road No:74, Kavnirman Nagar,
Greater Hyderabad, (M.crop), Hyderabad, Telangana, Pincode: 500033,

2) VALLATURU MADHUSUDHANA, S/o. Lakshmaiah, D.Mo: B-2-283/82
J-111/128, Road Ne:'74, Navnirman Nagar, Greater Hyderabad, (M.crop),
Hyderabad, Telangana, Pincoda; 500033,

3) V.SANTHI, Wlo. Madhusudhan, D.Mo:8-2-293/82/J1111126, Road
No:T4 Navnirman MNagar. Greater hyderabad, {M.crop), Hyderabad,
Telangana, Pincode: 500033,

4) VALLATURU MAHESHBABU, Sic. Lakshrraiah, Plol No:8, Road No: 71, Nawnirman
Magar, Greater Hyderabad, (M.crop), Hyderabad, Telangana, Pincode: 500033,

NPA DATE 07.10.2025
DATE OF DEMAND NOTICE | 22.06.2026
LOAN AMOUNT Rs. 10,00,000/-
Loan Agreement No: NELL3TF230927T0007
Rs.B5,18,160- (Rupeas Eighty Five fakh Eighteen
OUTSTANDING AMOUNT thousand ane hundred sixty only).

Your Guide to Spic}' living

EXPS/A33 Sr. DSTE, Nagpur

RailMadad Helpline 139

wwwlreps.gov.in For any addifional
informationd darification conlact cnaboea
address on any working day batween
10,03 hrs. to 18.00 hrs, contact Ko

CHANGE OF NAME & D.0.B.

l, P VENKATA DURGA LAKSHMI
spouse of JC-334295M SUB MAJ P V
SURYANARAYANA, R/o. Sri Sai Balaji
Abodes, Shanthi Nagar Colony, Yapral,
Alwal Mandal, Dist : Medchal-Malkajgiri,
Telangana- 500087 have changed my
name & DOB from P VENKATA DURGA
LAKSHMI, DOB:28-12-1986 to PITHANI
VENKATA DURGA LAKSHMI, DOB:15-05-
1987 vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before
V.V.PRASADA RAOQ, Advocate and Notary,
Uttam Nagar, Malkajgiri.

CHANG ANV
[, VIJAYA LAXMI D/o. RAVOOR

RAMANNA is legally wedded spouse
of Service No0.676632Ff Rank:
Ex.Sgt, Name: SURESH BABU
MARATA presently residing at Flat
No.301, Tower “E", Ridge Towers,
Chintal, Hyderabad-500037,
Telangana have changed my name
from VIJAYA LAXMI to MARATA VIJAYA
LAKSHMI vide Affidavit dt:21-7-2026
before CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate
and Notary, Secunderabad.

T21BE12253 (M)
Dy. Ghief Enginear/C)/
. EXP61/335 BZUiENsgpur
HDUL E THi "-1'1-:-"-'-"1"-!\“»:1“ RailMadad Helpline 138
% INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
MﬂHﬂT'-‘h‘-'- SEre (LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)
SRM e-Tender No. T-2655/MSETCL/CO/Projects/Pre-

Tender (RFx No. 6000001571)

MSETCL invites offers by SREM e-tendering in TWO bid system
(Techno-Commercial Bid and Price Bid) from the eligible
registerad bidders for the following work as detailed below.
“Construction of 400 KV Double Circuit line on Monopaole from
GT unit 11 & unit 12 (MSPGCL) to 400 kV Koradi substation
(MSETCL) along with associated bays for evacuation of power
from proposed 2x660 MW Generating Units ( GT- 11 & GT-12)
of MSPGCL, under Nagpur Zone, MSETCL, Maharashtra.”
Interasted bidders may oblain further information available on
the website https://srmetender.mahatransco.in
The date of downloading of Bid documents available on the
wabsite s from 17.07.2026. S/

Chief Engineer (Projects), MSETCL

CHANG

Service No. 15187367P, Hav
KARUPPASAMY M, R/0.Vill:
Ellainayakkan Patti, PO: Pottalurani,
Teh: Srivaikuntam, Dist: Thoothukudi
(Tuticorin), Tamilnadu-628851
have changed my Name from A
ANAVARTHAM to ANAVARTHAM
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and
Notary, Secunderabad.

|, A ANAVARTHAM Mother of|

CHANG
|, VENIGANDLA SRAVANI, D/o.
Venkata Rao Venigandla, W/o.
C G ANIL, aged about 33 years,
occupation Doctor, R/o: Flat No
401, Venkata Sai Residency, 3rd

Street, Hanuman Nagar, Shilpa
Park, Kondapur, Rangareddy,
TG - 500084, declare that

| changed my minor daughter

name from Kum. DEEKSHITA
YALAGA D/o. VENIGANDLA
SRAVANI, aged 7 years, Student

of Class 2 as DEEKSHITA ANIL
CHAPPARADALLIMATH D/o. C G ANIL.

PROPERTY ADDRESS OF SECURED ASSETS
SPSR Mellore Registration District, Bujabuja Sub Registration -Venkatachalam
Mandal -Chemudugunta Panchayal- Kakuturu-Chemudugunta Village Accounts,
Survey Nos: 26311, 26312, 26313, 264-8, 265-A2 - A 265 - A2-B, 285-A3, 265-B1,
265-82-A1, 267-1,267-2A, 267-AC, 267-28, 267-20, 268, 282-1,282-2 282-3,
282-4 282-5, 2826, 283-1 28328, 283-31, 283-38, 263-4.284-1, 284-2, 53C,
531A1, 531-A2-A, 531-B1, 532A1, 532-A2, 532 A3 of Land i an extent of Ac.22.90
cents laid oul in to House Plots and the Layoul approved by Mellore Rural
Developmenl Authorily (nuda) VIDE L.P Ne. 437202111 105/VENKATACHA LAMY
DPMS dated16.07.2022 under the name & slyle "GRR PRIME CITY PHASE-1"
and in it Plot No_70 an extent of 86,6 ankanams (NUDA) vide LP or 5328 sq.yds
and Plod Mo.71 an exient of B6.6 ankanams or 532,68 sgyds fotal 133.2 ankanams
or 1065.6 sg.yds of vacani side Bounded by:- East : Layout road, South : Plot
MNo.69, West ; 40-00" wide layout road, North ; Plot Nos. 72, 84,
Within the above bouncaries an extent of 133.2 ankanams or 1065.6 sqyds

of vacant site and with all easementary rights appartenant thereto.

In the circumstances as aforesaid, the rolice s hereby given fo the abowe
borrowers, co-bormowers andfor their guarantors {where ever appiicable) fo
pay the oulstanding duss as mentioned above along with fulure interest and
applicable charges within &0 days from the date of the pubfication of this notics
failing which further sleps will be taken after the expiry of &0 days of the date of
this notice aganst the secured assets including taking possession of the secured
assets of the borrowers and the mortgagors under Section 1344 of Securitization
and Re-construchon of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 and the appéicable rules there under.

Please note that under Section 13 (13) of the said Act, no Borrower shall,
transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise any of his secured assets referred
to in the notice, without prior written consent of the secured creditor.

Sd/- Authorised Officer,

Place: Nellora, SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD

hH - ... - .-‘l

Aadhar Housing Finance Lt

Corporate Office : Office Nos. 501 & 503, 5th Floor, Lighttridge, 55
w Saki Vihar Road, Andher East, Mumba Suburban (District) 4 -_ 1{1 dh ﬂ. l'
: Jangaon New Branch ;: HRO 2-8-110-B, Sai Magar colony, Hyderabad Road, Jangaon-506167, Telangana -
- Khammam Branch ; Aadhar Housing Finance Lid, H Mo -5-1-525 Mak Complex, Srd Floor, Wyra Road, Opp Haveli Resturent, Hhﬂmmﬂm-ﬁl]?{}iiﬂ L:elmgana'-
| Warangal Branch : Office Mo, 18, & 18, Znd Fioor, Sikhwadi Main Road, Hanamkonda, Warangal-506 001, (Telangana),

v APPENDIX IV (R VL1453 (for immovable property)

3 Whereas, the undersigned baing the Authorized Cfficer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited {AHFL) undiar the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement §
3 of Sacurity Intarest Act 2002 and In exercse of powers confermad under saction 13(12) read with Rula 3 of the Secunty Intenast (Enforcament) Rules 2002, Demand Motice(s) issusd I:ny !
: the Authortsed Officer of the comgany to the Borrower|s) | Guaranions) mantoned heredn bedow to repay the amount mentioned In the notice within 80 days from the date of receipt of '
' the sasd nobice. The borrower having failed fo repay the amowund, notice iz haraby given o tha Bormower(s) / Guaranions) and the pubbc in general that the undersigned has taken 1 '
: possassion of the propery described harein bebow in exenciza of powers conferred on him under Sub-Saction (4) of the Section 13 of the said Acl read with Rule B of the Security |
§ Interast Enforcemant rudes, 2002, The bormowsr's aliention |s inviled to provisions of sub-sacdion (B) of saction 13 of the Act, in respect of time avallable, bo redeem the secured assats, 1

' The borrawer | particuiar and the public in genaral s harety caulioned nol to daal with the proparty and any deaings with the prapery will ba subject i (he eharge of AHFL !-nran

I amouni as manlioned berein unoes éilh interes] theraon,

]

]
L} ]
HE-1 Mame of the Borrower(s) / - Demand Motice | Dateof |}
E Ko.| Go-Barrower | Guarantor(s) Description of the Immovable property Date and Amount |Pessassion i
11 1. [{Combine Loan Code No.: Al that the RCC House with open place H.MNod-137T1 1o an exlent of 244 44 Sq.Yards or 204.35 14-Apr-26 18-Jul-26 (1
H 53610000037 Jangaon New Sq.Meters, Piinth area 51000 SqFeets sifuated at Margaddi Village, JangaonMandal, Dist:| ¥ 7,05,029.00 !
: Branch) Omkar Erugu (Bormower) | Jangaon.within the following boundaries : East : G.P Road, West : Housa of ErugquShravan, North : '
: Marsamma Erugu (Co-Borrower) [ Openplace of KurakulaVenkatatah, South : House of DasanElivas '
11 2. |{Combine Loan Code No.: All that recidenfial house sile Baaming No: 5-8-41/1 An Exteni: 289 803, Yards Situated Ramvilas 14-Apr-26 20-Jul-26 |}
: 248000003861 & 24810000033 Slreel, Marpeda Municipal Limiis And Mahabubabad Dist, Telangana And Bounded On The ;| ¥ 6,91,759.00 -
' Khammam Branch) Kishan East: Gp Road, West ; House of A, Valya, North : House of Mr. Malli Balsji, South : House ofthe '
' Gogunad (Bomower) Mr. Gudur Magarao :
i Vijaya Gogunad | Co-Bomower) 1
L}
' 3. | [Combine Loan Code No.: The RCC House with open place Ground floor and first foor H Mo 4-30 (Part) to an extent of 108,14 54, 14-Apr-26 20-Jul-26 E
' 53610000006 Jangaon New Yards or 80.41 Sq.Meters, Plinth area 394 .87 and 394 87 24, Feels Tolal 782.74 Sq.Feals, slluated at| 7 9.48,335.00 I
] Branch) Kalyani Ravula Vevilala Gramapanchayaih Palakurthy Mandal, Dist; Jangaon. Within the following bowndaries And H
H [Bormower) Rawula Frabhakar Bounded On The : East : GP Foad, West : House of Ravula Sudhakar, North ; G.° Road, South : !
i |{CoBorrower) House of Ravula Saidulu .
o 4, {Combine Loan Code No.: RCC Hauge with open placein H.MNo.59-3114 (Mew] [part), 3-33 {0id) toan extentof 297 45 34 Yands, 14-Apr-26 20-Jul-26 |1
: 22410000467 Warangal Branch) | Piinth area 697 Sq Feets, situated al Tharalapa® Village, Kazipet Mandal, Dist: Hanambonds, and| ¥ 8,15,173.00 .
: Malfishetti Srilatha (Borrower) within the Frils of Greater Warangal Murdcipal Corparalion, and within the Registration District :
: Late. Mallishetti Bala Chandra | Waranga! and within the Jurisdiction of Sub-Registrar Cifice, Warangal (R And Bounded On The ; East !
- {Represented Through The Legal | : Road [GP Road), West - H.No.59-3-115of Koraboina Ramesh, North : H.No.58-3-113 of Aodagalla !
: Helr} (Co-Baormower) Rajitha, South ; Road (GP Road) -
+ Place : Jangaon New | Khammam | Warangal Authorisad D‘I‘I’im,l
1 Date : 22.07.2026 Aadhar Housing Finance Limited §
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Co said it is unable to bear inflationary pressure and will increase prices up to 330,000

230

Earlier this month,
Mahindra &
" Mahindra announced
an average price
increase of 2.7% on its SUVs and
2% on its CV range

Maruti Suzuki announced a price
increase of up to ¥30,000 across
its vehicle range, effective August 2026.

® /nJune, MSIL had raised price of cars by ¥30,000

Kia
India
increased
prices by up to
2% across its model range,
effective Ist July 2026.

With inflationary burdens now at
elevated levels and the adverse
cost environment continuing,
... thecompanyis constrained
' to pass on a portion of

.ff theincreased costs to the

== consumer —MSIL

Maruti to hike car prices
second timein2months

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

CITING persistent inflationary
pressures and rising commodi-
ty costs, carmakers have contin-
ued to raise vehicle prices. For
the second time in three months,
Maruti SuzukiIndia (IMSIL), the
country’s largest carmaker, will
increase prices across its model
range. The company on Tues-
day announced a price increase
of up to 30,000 across its vehi-
cle range, effective August. The
exact quantum of change will
vary from model to model. MSIL
had implemented a similar hike
of up to%30,000 in June.

The company said that for the
past few months, it has been
making continuous efforts to
mitigate the cost impact to the
extent possible through cost re-
duction measures.

“However, with inflationary
burdens now at elevated levels
and the adverse cost environ-
ment continuing, the company
is constrained to pass on a por-
tion of the increased costs to the
market, while continuing to en-
sure that the impact on custom-

Bandhan Bank
Q1 profit rises
35% as bad
loans decline

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mumbai

PRIVATE sector lender Band-
han Bank on Tuesday reported
a 35% year-on-year increase in
net profit to Rs 502 crore for the
first quarter of FY27, aided by
lower provisions and an im-
provement in asset quality:.

The bank had posted a net
profit of ¥372 crore in the cor-
responding quarter of the pre-
vious financial year.

Net interest income (NII) rose
5.9% to 2,921 crore during the
April-June quarter from 2,757
crore a year earlier, while total
income increased 1.2% to %3,524
crore from 3,483 crore.

Gross advances grew 16.4%
year-on-year to ¥1.56 lakh crore
as of June 2026, compared with
Z1.34 1akh crore a year earlier.

Among key segments, the re-
tail loan book (excluding hous-
ing) expanded 45% year-on-year,
wholesale banking advances
rose 38%, and the housing loan
portfolio grew 6%.

Asset quality improved se-
quentially, with gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) declin-
ing to 3.1% from 3.3% in the
March quarter, while net NPA
(NNPA) eased to 0.9% from 1%.
On a year-on-year basis, GNPA
improved by 182 basis points
and NNPA by 43 basis points.

The provision coverage ratio,
including technical write-offs,
stood at 85.9% as of June 30,
2026. Provisions and contingen-
cies (excluding tax) fell 40%
year-on-year to 3683 crore dur-
ing the quarter.

The bank’s capital adequacy
ratio stood at 18.2% at the end of
June, compared with 19.4% a
year earlier. Return on assets
(RoA) was 1%, while return on
equity (RoE) stood at 7.7%.

“Our Q1 FY27 performance
reflects the resilience of Band-
han Bank’s franchise, the com-
mitment of our teams, and the
trust our stakeholders continue
to place in us,” Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer
Partha Pratim Sengupta said.

The bank said it remains fo-
cused on customer-centric, dig-
itally enabled growth by
strengthening its distribution
network and expanding its prod-
uct offerings.

ers is kept to the minimum ex-
tent possible,” said MSIL in an
exchange filing.

Earlier this month, Mahindra
& Mahindra announced an av-
erage price increase of 2.7% on
its sports utility vehicles (SUVSs)
and 2% on its Commercial Vehi-
cle (CV) range, effective July 10.
Mahindra had attributed the
price increase to commodity
cost escalations.

Not only Mahindra, but other
carmakers have also gone for
multiple price hikes in recent
times. Major luxury carmakers
such as BMW and Mercedes-
Benz India continue to revise
their prices every quarter due to
rupee devaluation.

The price hikes, however, have
had alimited impact on car sales
so far. Domestic passenger vehi-
cle dispatches from manufactur-

ers to dealers touched an all-
time high of 1,273,811 units in
Q1FY27, rising 25.9% year-on-
year, as per SIAM data. Among
mass market brands, Kia India
raised prices by up to 2%
across its model range
from July 1.

Tata Motors Passen-
ger Vehicles last month
decided to increase
prices of its four-wheel-
ers for the second time in
a span of three months.
“While TMPV continues to ab-
sorb a significant portion of
these increases, a part of the im-
pact is being passed on to cus-
tomers through this adjustment.
The extent of the price increase
will vary across models and var-
lants, ensuring that the overall
value proposition of each offer-
ing is maintained,” it said.

METALS PRICES RISE10-30% IN ONE YR

Industry sources said prices of essential commodities like steel,
plastic and other metals have surged sharply since early March,
when West Asia war broke out. Steel, non-ferrous metals and pla-
stic prices have surged between 10% and 30% in the last one year.

DIPAK MONDAL @ New Delhi

INDIA'S outstanding liabilities
rose to ¥201.17 lakh crore in
FY26 (provisional), up 8% from
%185 1akh crore in FY25, even as
the Centre maintained that pub-
lic debt remains fiscally sustain-
able due to a declining debt-to-
GDP ratio and rising
government revenues that have
helped meet increasing interest
payment obligations.
Responding to a question in
the Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary said the debt-to-GDP ratio
has been broadly on a declining
trajectory since the Covid-19
pandemic, indicating fiscal sus-
tainability of public debt. He

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

ment on Tuesday:

767 mn tonnes of REE
identified: minister

The minister also said the GSI
has identified 767 million
tonnes of rare earth element
(REE) ore resources across
India since the enactment of
the Mines and Minerals Act

added that increasing revenue
receipts have enabled the gov-
ernment to service interest pay-
ment obligations in a fiscally
sustainable manner.

Of the total %201 lakh crore,
public debt formed the over-
whelming bulk of this, account-
ing for 91.2% of total liabilities
at ¥183.43 lakh crore.

Public debt

Within public debt, internal
debt made up173.55lakh crore,
while external debt, valued at
the current exchange rate, add-
ed a further ¥9.89 lakh crore.
Data furnished by the Minis-
try showed that interest pay-
ments increased steadily over
the past five years, rising from

RARE EARTH MAGNET
DEMAND PROJECTED
AT 8,220 MTPA BY 2030

INDIA'S demand for Rare Earth Permanent Magnets (REPM)
is projected to reach 8,220 metric tonnes per annum (MTPA)
by 2030, with the electric vehicle (EV) segment expected to
account for the largest share, Minister of State for Heavy In-
dustries Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma informed Parlia-

In a written reply to a question by BJP MP Aparajita
Sarangi, Varma said the demand assessment was carried out

by IREL (India) Limited, the
Defence Metallurgical Re-
search Laboratory (DMRL)
and the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC).
According to the assess-
ment, the EV segment, in-
cluding two-, three- and four-
wheelers, is expected to
account for 3,250 MTPA of
demand by 2030, followed by
wind turbines at 1,800 MTPA.
Demand from BLDC fans is
projected at 980 MTPA, while
consumer electronics and
other applications are ex-
pected to require 820 MTPA.
Smartphones and computers
are estimated to account for
600 MTPA, followed by indus-

trial motors at 500 MTPA. Demand from solar-powered pumps
is projected at 170 MTPA, while elevator and escalator motors
are expected to require 100 MTPA.

The minister also said the Geological Survey of India (GSI)
has identified 767 million tonnes of rare earth element (REE)
ore resources across India since the enactment of the Mines
and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment
Act, 2015. However, India lacks industrial-scale facilities for
converting rare earth oxides into metals, metals into alloys,
and alloys into permanent magnets.

|
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Bajaj Autosee 79 gain; no further
stake dilution likely

record sales,
exports in Q1
ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

TWO of India’s largest two-
wheeler manufacturers — TVS
Motor Company and Bajaj Auto
Ltd (BAL) — posted strong prof-
it growth in the June quarter of
FY27, driven by a sharp rise in
sales and exports, thus overcom-
ing concerns about higher pet-
rol prices and rising input costs
amid the West Asian crisis.

TVS reported its highest-ever
quarterly profit in Q1FY27, a
51% year-on-year surge to<1,174
crore. The automaker had re-
ported %776 crore during the
Q1FY26. Its standalone revenue
from operations rose 38% to
13,896 crore in Q1FY27 as
against 10,081 crore on-year.

“Commodity prices wit-

nessed a sharp upward

trend during the quarter

due to global market un-

certainties resulting in

increased input costs.

The Company partially

mitigated the cost increas-

es through price adjustments

and focused cost optimization

initiatives, including scale ben-

efits,” said TVS Motor in a
statement.

Bajaj Auto also reported a
strong Q1FY27 earning num-
bers, with the two-wheeler and
three-wheeler maker posting a
consolidated net profit of %3,226
crore in Q1FY27, up 46% from
the year-ago period. Bajaj Auto’s
revenue from operations rose
65% year-on-year to 321,688.83
crore during the quarter.

The domestic business re-
corded double-digit growth
across its operations, lifting
revenue by 26% Y-0-Y.

i FINANCIAL

Z8.051akh crore in FY22t0312.43
lakh crore in FY26.

The fiscal deficit, however,
has moderated over the years. It

GOVT DEBT

202122
202223
202324
202425
2025-26

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

THE State Bank of India (SBI)
has ruled out further stake dilu-
tion in its mutual funds arm,
SBI Funds Management, which
got listed on Tuesday after a
bumper IPO of raising over
%9,813 crore for which it has got
oversubscription of 41.6 times
for the OFS-only issue. The clos-
ing price values the company at
Z1.24 1akh crore.

The promoters, SBI and Amu-
di reduced the size of the issue
from the original %11,693 crore
to %9,813 crore ($1.03 billion) af-
ter successfully raising about
Z1,655 crore through a pre-IPO
placement. The issue ran from
July 14 to July 16.

“We are not looking at any
further stake dilution in SBI
Funds. In fact, we would retain
our holding at the current level
(and would expand the distribu-
tion, technology and its pres-
ence beyond the top 30 cities,”
SBI chairman CS Setty told re-
porters here on Tuesday:

The SBI Funds shares debut-
ed at ¥613.30 at a premium of
6.85% over the issue price of
Z574. The %9,812.91-crore IPO,
which was open for subscrip-
tion from July 14 to 16, was sub-
scribed 41.66 times. The SBI
Funds Management shares set-
tled higher on the debut day, up
6.3% at¥613.30 on from the issue
price of ¥574 per share and rose
to a high of %624.95.

The stock, however, settled
lower at ¥609.75 per share on the
NSE, down 0.585 from its listing
price of %613.30. The company’s
market valuation stood at
31,24,277.04 crore.

FISCAL | INTEREST | OUTSTANDING
DEFICIT [ PAYMENT | LIABILITIES

15.85 | 8.05 EE)
17.38

16.55
15.74

stood at ¥15.19 lakh crore in
FY26 (provisional), compared to
Z17.38 lakh crore in FY23 and
Z15.85 lakh crore in FY22.

=
(S Setty, SBI chairman

BUMPER START

Shares debuted at ¥613.30
at a premium of 6.85%

a.Listing will give whopping
3,600x returns to SBI

Brokerage firm Emkay Glo-
bal has initiated coverage on the
stock with a ‘buy’ rating and a
target price of X750, implying an
upside of nearly 31% over the
IPO price.

Through the OFS wherein the
promoters sold 17.1 crore shares,
representing up to 8.39% of the
paid-up capital with SBI dilut-
ing 4.89% stake from its 61.73%
stake and Amundi India Hold-
ing by 3.51% from its 36.26%
holding.

The listing will give a whop-
ping 3,600x returns to SBI or its
shareholding jumping to about
%68,670 crore, from an invest-
ment of ¥19 crore or just0.15a
share, according to the DRHP,
while the French financial pow-
erhouse Amundi, which owns
36.26% , with an acquisition cost
of ¥4.35 a share, will see the val-
ue jumping 125x to around
40,330 crore.

The government said it has
adopted measures to effectively
utilise available fiscal space by
prioritising expenditure on so-
cio-economic development and
growth-inducing sectors.

As aresult, the share of effec-
tive capital expenditure in total
expenditure has increased from
18.7% in FY21 to 27.2% in FY26.

For FY27, the government has
budgeted effective capital ex-
penditure of %¥17.15 lakh crore,
which is higher than the fiscal
deficit estimate of %16.96 lakh
crore. According to the Finance
Ministry, this reflects the gov-
ernment’s focus on productive
investment expenditure while
maintaining the debt-to-GDP ra-
tio at sustainable levels.

India-Chile FTA to be signed by Oct

PUSHPITA DEY @ New Delhi

INDIA and Chile are aiming to
conclude negotiations for their
proposed Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) by October, said gov-
ernment officials aware of the
matter. The two countries are
currently stuck on a few issues
in the negotiations, which are
expected to be resolved over the
coming months.

The proposed agreement is
particularly important for India
as it seeks to develop an alterna-

PADMINI DHRUVARAJ @ Bengaluru

ARTIFICIAL intelligence is cre-
ating new business for India’s
largest IT services companies,
but executives say revenue from
the technology is likely to re-
main uneven in the coming
quarters as enterprises divert
more of their AI budgets to-
wards model usage costs and
demand quicker returns on
investment.

The comments from Wipro
and HCLTech indicate that
while clients continue to spend
on Al, the way those budgets are
being deployed is changing.
Companies are increasingly
paying for the tokens consumed
every time employees and appli-
cations use AI models, while Al

tive supply chain for critical
minerals and reduce its depend-
ence on China. “The aim is to
conclude the negotiations by
October,” officials told
TNIE.

According to media
reports, negotiations
for the proposed Com-
prehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) faced hurdles over
Chile’s demand for market ac-
cess for certain sensitive prod-
ucts. Chile has sought greater

access for products such as gold,
salmon, apples, walnuts and
other fruits and agricultural
products, officials said.
Once the sticking
points are resolved, the
pact with the South
American nation is ex-
pected to help India se-
cure supplies of critical
minerals such as lithium,
copper, rhenium, molybde-
num and cobalt — key inputs
for the electronics, automobile
and solar energy sectors.

SILVER¥*
Tkg 235,000

10gm 2,350

FOREX
¥ Dollar 96.24

¥ Euro 1093
*Delhi Mandi Price

INDONESIA

PRESIDENT’S FREE MEALS
BUDGET CUT TO $12.8 BN

Indonesia has further reduced its
budget for President Prabowo
Subianto’s signature free school
meals programme to 229 trillion
rupiah ($12.81 billion) from 268
trillion rupiah and more cuts are
possible, senior officials running
the project said on Tuesday. The
programme is Prabowo most
important and expensive election
campaign pledge and has been
central to wider concerns about fis-
cal health. Originally, it was allot-
ted 335 trillion rupiah in 2026 with
a target by the end of the year of
reaching 83 million recipients -
roughly 30% of the population -
consisting of students and preg-
nant women.

THAILAND

DEEPENS COOPERATION
IN Al, TECH WITH CHINA

Thailand and China have agreed to
deepen cooperation in technology
and innovation as Bangkok seeks
to strengthen economic and strate-
gic ties with Beijing. The agree-
ment was announced in a joint
statement issued following Thai
PM Anutin Charnvirakul's five-day
official visit to China. The two
countries will work to align policies
in technology-related sectors,
expand innovation exchanges, and
collaborate in emerging areas such
as artificial intelligence and supply
chain resilience. Thailand aims to
leverage Chinese expertise and
investments to support its techno-
logical and industrial development
goals. Both sides pledged to
strengthen cooperation in foreign
affairs and defence while reaffirm-
ing their commitment to building a
“China-Thailand community with a
shared future”.

PHILIPPINES

CHINA LOCK HORNS OVER
SOUTH CHINA SEA

China and the Philippines on
Monday traded accusations after
an encounter between vessels in
contested South China Sea waters,
with Manila saying one of its navy
personnel was struck on the head
and Beijing saying Manila provoked
the incident. The Philippines said
Chinese Coast Guard personnel
aggressively struck one of its navy
staff on the head with a wooden
baton during an encounter in the
Second Thomas Shoal on Monday
in which a navy rubber boat was
damaged. Southeast Asian foreign
ministers will gather in Manila for
high-level meetings this week, with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Vi
also in attendance. Tensions in the
South China Sea are expected to
feature in the discussions.

SINGAPORE

TOURISM RECEIPTS RISE
5.8% TO S$8.6 BNIN Q1

Singapore’s tourism receipts grew
5.8% year-on-year to S$8.6 billion
in the first quarter of 2026, sup-
ported by stronger visitor spending
as the city-state continues its
“quality tourism” strategy of
attracting higher-spending travel-
lers. International visitor arrivals
rose 2.9% to 4.4 million. Spending
on sightseeing, entertainment and
gaming registered the sharpest
increase, rising 22.8% to SS$2 bil-
lion, followed by shopping expen-
diture, which grew 7% to SS$1.4 bil-
lion. Spending in other tourism-re-
lated categories, including airfares,
local transport and business travel,
also edged higher. However, expen-
diture on accommodation and food
and beverage declined. China
remained Singapore’s largest tour-
ism receipts market.

S Seehnt TECH UNCERTAINTIES EEmee et
IT firms warn Al revenue will remain uneven

implementation projects re-
main shorter in duration than
traditional outsourcing con-
tracts. “You all heard about to-
kenisation. As the landscape
evolves, clients are focused on
net productivity and require a
tighter linkage between their
investments and their out-
comes,” Wipro CEO Srini Pallia
said during the company’s Q1
earnings press conference.

He added that AI spending
was largely coming from exist-
ing technology budgets rather
than new allocations.

“Clients’ overall budgets have
not dramatically shifted, but in-
vestment into Al is happening,”
Pallia said. “As that cost settles
down, as we redesign the cus-
tomer processes and implement
Al, they will dramatically see
the return on investment... in

the next few quarters, that
should settle down.”

The remarks come as Al mod-
el developers compete to reduce
the number of tokens required
to perform the same tasks, low-
ering inference costs for enter-
prise customers and increasing
scrutiny over Al spending.

The trend is reflected in
Gartner’s latest forecast, which
projects worldwide end-user
spending on Al platforms and
models to grow 63.4% to $64.3
billion in 2026. It said enterprise
Al budgets are coming under
greater scrutiny, with spending
increasingly shifting towards
providers that can demonstrate
cost control, usage efficiency
and measurable business
outcomes.
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IN Birmingham, India sent six
Judokas — three in men and as
many in women category. With
the Glasgow Games featuring
only 10 disciplines, a full-
sm?ngth leam CoOmprising sev-
en judokas each in men and
women's section will represent
the country, The Indian judokas
won three medals in the 2022
edition with Shushila Devi Lik-
mabam and Tulika Maan
clinching a silver each in the
women's 48kg and + 78kg respec-
tively while Vijay Kumar Yadav
bagging a bronze in the men's
6okg. The medal tally may surge
this time, especially with the
country's judokas competing in
all 14 weight categories,

“It all depends on draws and
performance of judokas on the
given day, In combat sports, it's
difficult to predict,” C Jivan
Sharma, the coach, who is
scheduled to travel with the
team, Lold this daily. “Bul ves,
we are expecting at least six
medals and hoping for a gold as
well which has eluded us so far
tdespite participating in the four
editions since the 1990 Auck-
land CWG,” the coach added.

Tough opponents

Even as the competition is not
likely to be as fierce as the Asian
Games, the Indian .illflﬂ[‘mﬂ dre
expected to get stiff resistance
from their counterparts from
England, Scotland, Canada, Aus-
tralia and South Africa.

“I have noticed Australia are
fielding a maximum of three
teams in the past few competi-
tions. Besides, the judokas
from England, Scotland, Cana-
da, South Africa and New Zea-
land will be good. Shushila lost
the final bout against a South
African judoka in the 2022
CWG. Also, | have seen entries,
England are fielding two-three
judokas in a weight category,
which obviously will make
each weight category very com-
petitive, Bul again as [ said in
the beginning, draws will play

SPOR'T

WEDNE SDM’

2.0/.2026

INDIAN
JUDOKAS LOOK
TOHITASIX

Seven men and as many women will
compete across all 14 weight
categories at the 2026 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games

Tulika Maan

W

a major role as a favourable
draw will increase the medal
probability.

Asper the administrative and
financial approval of the sports
ministry, four support staff
(three coaches and a physiother-
apist) will accompany the ju-
cdokas for the multi-sport compe-
tition. The participants will
leave for Glasgow on July 28 as
the judo competition will begin
on July 31 and conclude on Au-
st 2,

Women hold the edge

Given their past performances
and carrent form, the probabil-
ity of the women judokas fin-

INDIA SQUAD
Wamen: Shraddha Chopade
(-52kg}, Asmita Dey (-4Bkg),
Tukika Maan { #T8kg}, Yarmni
Mourva {-57kg ), Ehroog Marang
[<TBka), Unratl Sharma (-63kg)
and inungankl Taxhelambam
(-T0kg). Men: Avtar Singh
[-100kg}, Yash Ghangas | #1100k,
Arun Kumar (-73%g), Karanjit
Singh Maan (-90kg), Rohit Majgul
{-BEkg), Harsh Singh {-60kg) and
Harsh Tokas (-81kg}

VENUE: SEC HALL

Liverpool in talks with Bhatia

Ishing on the podinm is more.

Shraddha Chopade won gold
in the 2025 Gold Coast Oceania
Open in -52kg. Asmita Dey fin-
ished first in the -48kg at the
Casablanca African Open last
yvear. She also won a gold medal
al the Macan Junior Asian Cup
in 2023, Tulika is the most expe-
rienced campaigner in the
squad and had finished second
in the previous edition. The
27-yvear-old from Delhi was the
lone Indian judoka to gualify
for the 2024 Paris Olympics as
well,

Like Tulika, Yamini Mourya
15 also an experienced cam-
palgner with three medals at
the continental open across age
groups and senior category.
Ishroop Narang, Unnati Shar-
ma and Inunganbi Takhellam-
bam too have won medals in the
past in the prestigious events
and will be aiming for a podium
finish at the CWG.

African-origin athlete

Besides, Harsh Singh. Arun
Kumar and Rohit Majgul are
also expected to return with
medals. Rohit is the first Siddi
athlete to qualify for the CWG
and Asian Games.

consortium over minority investment

Liverpool are in talks with British-Indian Investor Amit Bhatia over a
potential deal for a minarity stake In the Premier League club. Bhatia, the
son-in-law of billionaire Lakshmi Mittal, is heading a consartium
interested in buying into the 20-time English champions. Fenway Sports
Group, Liverpool's US-based owners, confirmed the development.

P

tharl Nataraj

Srlharl eyes podlum ﬁmsh

INDRANEEL DAS @ Chennal

WITH evolving scientific stud-
les in sports, training has as-
sumed a new dimension. Inte-
grating sports science into
traditional training is slowly
adding to the longevity of play-
ers. At the same time, it is also
giving people new meaning of
the sport they had avidly pur-
sued over the vears, For a swim-
mer, this is even more critical as
the demands of the sport take
toll on the body and by the age

of 25 or 26 the form

= H = | iy ¥ .
Siddis are African- WV S starts waning,
origin people, who a7 Top swimmers
were brought to In- “vrs know the real strug-
dia from Africa commonwealth gle starts after they
around three centu- mes peak, which is in

ries ago. All eves
will be on Rohit
when he compeles
at the event.

The 22-vear-old has won a
bronze at the 2025 Amman
Asian Open and 2024 Rijeka
Junior European Cup. Among
men, 3d-yvear-old Avtar Singh
will be the leader of the pack
with years of experience be-
hind him.

Competition dates (may change)

July 31: @ Men: -60kg, -66kg ® Women: -48kg, -52kg, -57kg
August 1: @ Men: -73kg, -81kg, -90kg ® Women: -63kg, -70kg
Avgust 2: @ Men: 100kg, +100kg ® Women: TBkg, +78Bkg

GLASGG L'J I[}EE

their teens or early
20s. India's back-
stroke exponent and
one of India’s pre-
mier swimmer Srihari Nataraj
knows it quite well that at 25 he
is not growing younger. As he
oears up for his third Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow start-
ing from July 23, the swimmer
speaks to this datly from venue
about his form and the new
training method he has adopt-
ed to wade through the rigours
of the swimming pool. He has
cut down his swimming time
drastically and is concentrat-
ing on other off-the-pool train-
ing rituals. In what could be his
last Commonwealth Games, he

CWG important indicator of lifters’ form: Ex-coach Kunjarani

CHANDRA PRABHU

A FEW davs ago, ace weightlift-
er Mirabai Chanu was named
the flag bearer of the Indian con-
tingent for the 2026 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games sched-
uled to begin on Thursday Apart
from being the flag bearer, the
Olympic silver medallist will
also lead the Indian weightlift-
ing team of 12 athletes at the
event,

However, in the lead-up to the
Games, weightlifting has been
marred with controversy with a
few national campers, who were

EXPRESS READ

Shooters face China test
ahead of Asian Games

HANGZHOU: Indian shooting
contingent will have one final
opportunity to measure jtself
against the world's best before
turning Its focus to the Aslan
Games when it competes at the
ISSF Waorld Cup in Hangzhou, China
on Wednesday, With the Asian
Games less than two months away,
the Hangzhouw World Cup assumes
added significance. Manu Bhaker,
Esha Singh and Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar are some of the
Indians who'll be taking part.

Devika, Prannoy lose on
Day 1 of China Masters

CHANGZHOU: Devika Sihag put
up a spirited fight before going
down in three games, while HS
Prannoy bowed out aftera
straight-game defeat on the
opening day at the China Masters
here on Tuesday. Devika lost19-21,
21-19,13-21 to World No 20
Thailand's Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the women's
singles. Seniot shuttler Pannaoy,
on the other hand, suffered a
10-21, 14-21 defeat against
Malaysia's Leong Jun Hao.

As deputy, | have to play
responsibly: Tilak

HARARE: The fall of early wickets
in the UK and Ireland did not give
middle order batters like him the
license to go all guns blazing from
the get go, said India T20
vice-captain Tilak Varma, insisting
that his play is based on
conditions. “When you have a VC
attached your name, team must
have given me that after due
deliberation. | want to take the
same responsibilities that the
management gives me, I'm
playing according to that,” he said.

scheduled to take part in the
event, testing positive for banned
substances, It was because of
suspension of these lifters, as
many as four weight categories
will gounrepresented in the dis-
cipline, which in turn will affect
India's medal prospects, Despite
the comtroversy, two-time CWG
gold medallist weightlifter and
former national coach Kunjara-
nl Devi strongly believes that
the Indian lifters will win lau-
rels for the country in the event.
*1 believe both our men and
women weightlifters have the
potential to win medals, Ulti-

/. /A = Kunjarani Dev

mately, it depends on how they
perform, how they train, and
how dedicated they are,” she
said in an interaction facilitated
by the Sports Authority of India

(SAI). For Chanu, the 2022 gold
medallist in the 49kg category,
the Commonwealth Games
could act as a confidence booster
ahead of what could be a tough
vear, The qualification window
for the LA 28 Olvmpics will be-
oin on July 27. Additionally, with
welght categories changed
ahead of the Games, Chanu's
transition from a 48/4%kg lifter
to 53kg should start as soon as
possible,

*Moving from one weight cat-
pgory to another is never easy
Transitioning requires careful
planning because the level of

competition and the physical de-
mands are different, The deci-
sion should be based on where
the athlete has the best chance
of winning a medal. If Mirabai
performs best in the lower
weight category, she should con-
tinue there, If Bindvarani Devi,
(o8kg lifter) 1s stronger in the
higher weight category, she can
compete there, The objective is
to maximise India's medal op-
portunities, Our goal should be
to ensure that India does not
lose medal opportunities in any
weight category,” sh explained.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

CHENNAI GM: GUKESH GOES DOWN AGAIN

ASHOK VENUGOPAL i Chennal
WORLD Champion D Gukesh
suffered a third defeat at the
Chennai Grand Masters, this
time at the hands of M Pranesh
in the sixth round of the tourna-
ment. If he loses in the tourna-
ment’s last round to Hans Nie-
mann, the world champion will
fall out of the elite 2700 bracket,
a level generally considered as
chess' elite. Assoon as he lost to
his yvounger compalriot, he
rushed past the fans to mull
over his thoughis.

In contrast, Pranesh went to
the hall to interact with fans
where live commentary and si-
multaneous display was on.
When the game was on, it
lonked like Gukesh could score
a win, but the world champion
erred more than once with his
calcnlations and Pranesh made
the most of these opportunities
io register a sensational win,
his first in the tournament.,

Pranesh who is know in

-a-—-u""' I Euukesh | Weo1

chess elreles as "Baby-faced As-
sassin’ lived up to his reputa-
tion by inflicting a shocking
defeat upon the world Champ,
“T am happy to beat Gukesh.
It is eertainly the biggest win
of my career,” said an elated
anesh after the game. Known
as the ‘Baby-Faced Assassin in
chess circles, lived ap to the
bhilling as he beat Gukesh in 39
moves, The World No 47, who is
coached by RB Ramesh, again
showed his killer instinct to
one and all. “It (game against
Gukesh) was bit shaky but 1
think it worked really well,

M Pranesh | mep1 o =

Like last year also [ had a simi-
lar game with Abhimanyu Pu-
ranik. Engine said it was win-
ning for him but 1 managed to
wreck him,” said Pranesh.
Pranesh insisted that he was
confident that he conld heat
Gukesh as they had played to-
gether right from the under-13
age group. "I was confident
and believed that I can beat
him. I had confidence from the
way I play. We were already
Maving when we were voung.
So I have beaten him there
(Under-13 and so on). And that
ave the confidence,” revealed

Pranesh. This is the second
time that Gukesh Auffed his
lines while having a winning
position in the tournament.
"Even yesterdav at least the en-
gine was saying that he (Guke-
sh) had a slightly winning posi-
tion against Arjun (Erigaisi) .
He couldn’t convert that todav
also. Maybe he is just thinking
a lot in the opening. He is just
not giving enough time to win
after getting winning position,”
Pranesh, who had helped R
Vaishall during the women's
Candidates, opined. "I prepared
four to five days for the tourna-
ment. I do not get depressed or
lose sleep if | lose or draw a
game. [ just prepare well again
and I am confident in my abili-
ties. I consult the engine be-
tween two games.”

Results: Round 6: GM Hans Nigmann (2.5)
drew with GM Dmitry Andrelkin {3): GM
Modirbek Abdusattoroy (3.5} drew with GM
Allreza Flrouzia (4); GM &rjun Erlgalsl {3,5) lost
toGM Nihal Sarin (3); GM M Pranesh {3) bt GM
D Gukesh {1.5].

wolld want to leave a lasting
legacy for Indian swimming be-
hind. Last Games, he finished
fifth in 50m backstroke and this
time he would like to end on a
high. Taking a leaf out of Aus-
tralia's sprint swimmer Cam-
eron McEvoy, Srihari is train-
ing less inside the pool and
more outside it. At gvm, he
spends more time in strength
and conditioning. Discarding
his traditional training where
he used to spend hours inside
the pool, the swimmer says this
has made him stronger and
faster and has also improved
his endurance. “For the past
few years, McEvov stepped
away from the traditional meth-
od of swimming and he’s only
focused on training race spe-
rific and short distances and no
w&rtmimug. no unnecessary
workouts,” says Srihari. "And
he only swims thrice a week
and he doesn’t cross two kilo-
metres a week. Whereas for
those following traditional
swimming, the warm-up in
each session is around one to
two kilometres, Focus on one
event, on short sprints and
power. He has done a lot of re-
search and he has taken inspi-
ration from athletics where vou
don't see a 100m sprinter run-
ning twenty laps or jogging
twenty laps at the slow pace
around the track.”

Though it was hard to con-

vince his coach, Srihari says he
focussed a lot on the gyvm this
vear. "I have gotlen a lot strong-
er, a lot more of the powerful.
There's a lot of recovery re-
quired with this type of train-
ing and so I expect myself
sleeping a lot more, find mysell
doing a lot more recovery work,
resting, and then just lazing
around. [ actually have a lot of
time sometimes.” And like
most modern sport, Srihari is
using as much data as possible.
He says he is swimming with
SwimPal (cameras to analyse
strokes and blomechanics) in
Bengaluru and getting as much
data and assimilating it with
his training. “My entire focus
now 1s only on one event — the
a0m backstroke — and I'm
training a very new way. And
it’s a lot more fun and enjoying,
And vou know it's just some-
thing interesting and there's a
lot of data behind it as with this
active measurements happen-
ing.” This has alsoled to change
in diet. *I actually can’t eat as
miich as I used to because I'm
training a lot lesser,” he says, “1
have made some changes and
vou know [ eat according to
how much I train.” Medalling
in CWG would remain his goal.
The national record holder-in
backstroke believes he can
manage a better timing and
hopes to step on the podium,
Full story: newindlanexpress.com

Sindhu had a problem
with sleeping pattern
till recently: Lombard

SWARDDP SWAMINATHAN

AFTER PV Sindhu and Wayne
Lombard staried working Lo-
gether last October, the South
African instituied several
changes, These changes mostly
pertained to her training ses-
sions. When he was looking at
the data coming out of her
WHOOPR he was struck by one
thing.

She wasn't, in simple terms,
sleeping properly. Or, to put it in
aother words, her sleeping pat-
terns didn't tally with that of an
elite athlete. Lombard, Sindhu's
head of overall performance,
ot to work. This was a problem
but the South African, who has
‘easily worked with over a 100
Indian athletes', approached it
differently, “T didn't want to put
pressure on her,” Sindhu's head
of overall performance tells this
daily. “If you put pressure on
athletes by telling them ‘vou are
not sleeping enough’, that can
become stressful.” Be- cause
athletes can be
‘overstimulated’, a
lack of sleep can
be a commaon issue
because the two
are linked.
Here's Lom-
bard's ob-
servation, |
“That was I}
one area |
where we
needed to
work on a
lot because
Sindhu’s sleep

French flair, Puducherrian spirit: Olympian Prithika’s tale

CHANDRA PRABHU g Panall

*MUTTON BIRIYANI,” and
“Kari Kuzhambu" (Meat curry
in Tamil) are dishes that may
be unheard of in France. But
for two-time Olympian Prithi-
ka Pavade, they are her favour-
ite dishes.

While she could dabble
around in her broken Tamil,
Prithika has all the promise to
become a star. The southpaw,

making her UTT debut this sea-
som, has been the silver lining
in what was a disappointing
campaign for the PBG Pune
Jaguars. Her appetite for such
dishes comes out of her Indian
upbringing in Paris. Born in a
family that moved Lo France
from Puducherry in 20083 — a
vear before she was born — Pa-
vade returned to the country of
her roots once again for her
UTT debut. “Last vear, they

Prithika Pavade in action | urr

asked me if | wanted to come
and [ saw it as a really great op-
portunity but due to a tight
schedule, [ couldn’t make it. 1
thought to myself, ‘Okay this
vear is the perfect moment for
me to come back.” | also wanted
to play UTT because everybody
who playved this league told me
really good things about it,” she
sald. Her return to the country
as a professional is not the first.
In 2024, the French World No 33

had taken part in 2024 WTT
Star Contenders in Goa. Prithi-
ka also said she visits her
grandparents in Puducherry
for her holidays. But for her
parents — Vijayan, a hotel
steward in Paris, and Suguna,
a supermarket worker in the
suburbs, life was not the easiest
when they moved to the new
country. Tuesday's result: Kolkata T
hurder Biades 8-7 U Mumba.

Full story: newindlanexpress.com

patterns weren't the greatest to
be honest. As you can imagine,
as an athlete, you are alwayvs
stimulated, you are training a
lot and vou are always hyper. We
monitored that and we devised
a strategy she could use to im-
prove because sleep and nutri-
tion is extremely important in
the recovery process,”

S0, Lombard set about ‘chang-
[ng her mindset’. “The science
is also changing a bit,"” he says.
“I look for a total amount of
sleep of around eight to 10 hours
in a 24 hour cvele. If the athleie
doesn't sleep super well in the
evening, it's not good. If an ath-
lete only gets four hours of
sleep, it's not great, But we try
to make it up in the day with dif-
ferent naps over a 24 hour cycle
(to reach that mark of

eight to 10 hours).”

While Lombard, who

continues to work

with a whole array of
Indian athletes inchacd-
Ing Jyothi Yarraji and
the women's hockey
team now, understanda-
bly doesn’t want to reveal
her sleep data, he says they
have split her nap times. “If
we have double session days,
try and get a 90-minute nap. If
there are single session days,
then maybe, try and get a longer
sleep in the afternoon so it's all
about changing the mindset.”
sleep pattern was just one

. part of the puzzle. Lombard

kind of deconstructed her
data before reconstructing it.
Full story: newindlanexpress.com

HI names 20-member
team for World Cup
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

HAERMANPREET Singh will
skipper the 20-member men's
hockey team [or the upcoming
World Cup in Belginm and the
Metherlands. Squad: Goalkeepers: bo-
hith H5, Suraj Karkers: Defenders: Jammanprest
Singh, Harmanpreet Singh (], Amit Rohidas,
Jugra| Singh, Sanjay. Sumit, Yashdeep Siwach;
Midfielders: Rajinder Sinah, Aditya Arjun Lal-
age, Hardik Singh, Manprest Singh, Nilakanta
Shamma, Vivek Sagar Frasad; Forwards: Dipreet
Singh, Shilanand Lakra, Sukhjeet Singh, Man-
theup Singh, Abhishek,

epaper.newindian“s:mﬁw .
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HYDERABAD

2o INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
T T NIl se] (LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)

Wighwrontia Zhil Dwchinty Tosisnareo L. Lid

SRM e-Tender MNo. T-2658/MSETCL/CO/Projects/Pre-
Tender (RFx No. 600000157 3)

MSETCL invites offers by SRM e-tendering in TWO bid system
{Techno-Commercial Bid and Price Bid) from the eligible
registered bidders for the following work as detailed below.
“Balance work of conversion of 220kV SCSC to 220kV MCMC
line from 400kY Babhaleshwar to Kopargaon tap point - 36.02
kmundear Mashik Zone, MSETCL, Maharashtra.”

Interested bidders may obtain further information available on
the website https:/fsrmetender.mahatransco.in

The date of downloading of Bid documents available on the
website is from 17.07.2026.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (Projects), MSETCL

WEDNESDAY 22- 07.2026

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

NIT No.12/DB/EE/Chintal Circle-54/CMC/2026-27 Date: 21.07.2026
Name of the work: Laying of CC roads, Providing of temporary lighting for
Bonalu Festival (2 works). Estimate Amount: Rs.35.24 Lakhs, Start date & time:
22.07.2026 @ 03.00 PM, Last date & time for receipt of Bids: 30.07.2026 @
03.00 PM, Tender inviting Authority details with Mobile Number: Executive
Engineer - Cell No. 9989930549, Head Draughts men - Cell No. 8712034411.
Further details can be seen at e-procurement @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chintal Circle-54, CMC

DIPR R.0. No.6432-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21,/07/2026

i GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA

'{Iﬂ# HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BEI'ARD

Cro Ghiet General Manager (Engg], Transmissson Lince, K

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER HﬂTIFFATIUH

g Ranging| Bid document

Hen.TEE rga?t; Name of Work !ahp?ﬂmw stut dale

EP No.57/ |Manufacture, supply and delivery of Femic

CGM(E) |Alum Grade-IV 16% strength confirming to

Tr Circle! 152092012 and Non-FemcAlum confirming | Rs, |22.07.2026
Powder confimming to |5 15573/2018 for 410] | khs | 04.00 PM

2026-27, |MLD Water Treatment Plant of KDWSP| 2= | &%

dated: Phase-ll at Kodandapur for a period of (06)

21-07-2026 | months undes SD.No.|, Transmission, Div Il
Sahehfmgar

The Tenderers are requested to upload the information on the Zip format

preferably, Further details can be sean on www.eprocurement.gov.in.

atl- Chief eneral Manager (Enga), Iransmizsion Lirche, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04, [

ANDHRA PRADESH MEDICAL SERVICES &

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Znd Flaor, Plot No.9, Sury ey Mo.d9, IT Park, Mangalagirl = 522 G003
email; aphmhide@gmall.com & ed.apmsideiti@gmall.com

Tender Notice No.1/APMSIDC/2026-27 Dated: 20.07.2026

APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement plaiform
der.a rocL ent.gowvin for 1. RFP for selection of

Agency to Design, Development, Implementation along with Al-enabled
Functionality implementation and end-to-end Maintenance of D, NTR
VST 2. RFP for Selection of Agency for operation and maintanance of
Sanjeevanl - Slate wide Integrated digital care coordination and
healthcare delivery system in AP 3, Procurement and supply of
equipment & furniture to New/Old Govt. Medical colleges/Hospitals
urrder DME inA.P. 4. Various Govl. Hospitals in AP under NHM budget.
5. Certain Training Aids/Firefighting Equipment/Systems o A.P. Siale
Disaster Response and Fire Services department under the 15th
Finance Commizsion &. Crilical Care Blocks and IPHLs under

(2 BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
{Throwgh e-procuremant mode only over https:leproc? bikar.govin]
Tender Notice No. : PR 162/2026
Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-lenders under
two bid systems from the reputed Service Providers/ Firms /!
Companies’ Agencies/ Societies for “Setup and Commissioning
of e-Studio (e-Podium, Interactive Panel, Camera with all
accessories, Server & storage) for Online Classes at BSEB,
Patna.” Detailed tender document containing eligibility cnteria,
other terms and conditions are available on the websita
https:/feproc2.bihar.gov.in

Tender Schedule

| Date and Time for Activity Date/Time: Duration

From: 23/07/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
to 13/08/2026 {13:00 Hrs.)
{hitps.VeprocZ bihar.gov.in)

29/07/2026 at 12:30 Hrs.
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Ginha Library Road, Paina-800017)

13/08/2026 up to 13:00 Hrs.
(hitpsfeproc? bihargov.in

Ordine Saled Download Date of
Tender Docurmants

Pre-Bid Mesting

Last Datel Time for Submession!
uploading of Ondine Bid

Last Date and Time for
Submission of EMD in Hard
Copy §F Original

{Cnly in case of BG)

Date & Time for Opening of

14/08/2026 at 13:00 Hrs.

14/08/2026 at 15:00 Hrs

T&::hni-::al Bid {hitpzleproc2 bihar.gov.in)
I}ate & Time 'F;f D-pﬂnmg af _Datﬂ_!E EE-E-IEEUHE;EEI-I-EIE:F-E;'_
Financial Bid Competent Authority.

%£5,900/- (Five Thousand Nina
Cost of the Tender Document Hundred Rupees Only)

(Mon- H&fundal:nle]

s e

25,900/- (Five Thousand MNine
Hundred Rupees Only)
(Non-Rafundabla)

#1,00,000/- (One Lakh
Rupees only) {Refundabla)

= Contact Detalls: Modal Officer, Mobile No.: +91 62999 23085,
E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bih@gov.in/ eproc.bseb@gmall.com

*  Mote: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right 1o acoepl!
cancel! reschedule fenders without assigning any reasons. Prospective
bidders are advised to regularly wvisit hitps:/leproc2.bihar.gov.in.
Corrgendum’ Amendments ete., i any, will be nolified on this portal only
and no separate advertisement will be made.

Tender Processing Fee

Earnest Money

Government of Odisha
*\‘\2'-. OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
) KATAKA (R&B) CIRCLE, KATAKA
€ (‘e’— PROCUREMENT NOTICE)
E-mail.ID- secterb_2006@yahoo.co.in, Tel/Fax — 0671-2301751/2302751
34001/510/2627  Bid ldentification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 6 / 2026-27

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Kataka (R&B)Circle, Kataka on behalf of Governor
of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE
MODE from eligible contractors for Road and Building works as mentioned below.

(e

2. No. of work .= 04 Nos.
3. Nature of work .- Road and Building works
4. Class of contractor - ‘B, ‘A’ & Special Class
5. Tender paper cost - Rs.10000/- (online)
6. Available of bid document :- From 30.07.2026 to
in the web site. 17.30 Hours of 13.08.2026
7. Date of opening of bid - Dt.14.08.2026 at 11.00 Hours
8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be

seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigen-
dum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said web site

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer

0IPR- 34001/34012/1/26-27/0021 Kataka (R&B) Circle

SANJAY GANDHI POST GRADUATE INSTITUTE
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Raebareli Road, Lucknow-226014, (U.P.) India
Phones: 0522-2494095, 0522-2494038
Email:- Sgpgicontractcell@gmail.com
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) 3" Time

Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences,
Lucknow invites "Expression of Interest” (EOI) from expenenced
and reputed entities or consortia for the Design, build, operate &
transfer (DBOT) of a8 Multi-Level Parking on a Public Private
Partnership (PPP) basis aims lo address parking shortages by
developing a modem, efficient and sustainable parking Infrastructura
within the Institute Campus.

The relevant documents regarding the area on which Multl Level
Parking Is to be constructed, tentative design/maps, details of tha
project and terms & condibbons are avallabla on Institute websila
www.sgpgaims.org.in.

Tha interested bidders are required lo send their proposals,
addressad to the Exacutive Enginear (Civil), SGPGIMS to the
Institute  through Registerad Post/'Speed PosU/Couner lo tha
following addrass on or before 20-08-2026 (Thursday), up to 04:30
PM. The envelopa should ba superscribed with "Propasal of EOI for
Multi-Level Parking on PPP Basis®
RSD Cell, Room No. 101, Administrative Block, Sanjay Gandhi
Posigraduate Institute of Medical Sclences, Lucknow-226014,
Littar Pradesh

Tha Institute shall not ba responsible for any postal delay and will
not entartaln any proposals recelved after the prescribed date and
tima.

The proposal 8o received shall ba duly reviewed by tha Institute
and subsequently invite the sultable bidders for Power Point

i GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION e

‘E' PROCUREMENT NOTICE MAINTENANCE WORKS

Dated: 20.07.2026

Name & Address Officer
Cell No.

Sri R Yadgiri, EE, Circle-25,

NIT No.08/EE-25/CRZ/GHMC/2026-27

|Estt. Cost Start date / Last date |
(Rs. In & time for receipt
Lakhs | of bids |

Download start date:

Name of
the work |

Sl.No. |Rs. 84.05 22.07.2026 at 10.30 AM Charminar Zone, Masqati Ground,
0lto04 | Lakhs Darab Jung Colony, Santosh Nagar,
0 Last date receipt of bids: Hyderabad.

, 25.07.2026 2t03.00PM|  pp. No. 9030478364

For further details can be seen at e-procurement @-www.tender.telangana.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer, 25-Santosh Nagar, CRZ, GHMC.
DIPR R.0. No.6461-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21,/07/2026

(3 BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through a-procusrement moda only over https:feproc bihargoving
Tender Notice No. : PR 165/2026

Bihar School Examination Board Invites e-tenders under two bid
systems from the reputed Service Providers! Firms /Companies/
Agencies/ Societies for “Selection of Agency for Design,
Development, Implementation and Maintenance on a real time
interactive one to one Learning Support Platform (24x7) for
Students of Class 9th to 12th in Model Schools of Bihar.” Detailed
tender document containing eligibility criteria, other terms and
conditions are available on the website https:ffeprocZ.bihar.gov.in.

Tender Schedule

Date and Time for Activity Date/Time: Duration

From: 22/07/2026 (15:00 Hrs.)
to 11/08/20286 {15:00 Hrs.}
(hitpsuVeproc2 bihar.gowin)

31/0712026 at 12:30 Hrs.
{Bihar School Examdnation Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-B00017)

11/08/2026 up to 15:00 Hrs.
(hilps:feprocZ. bihar.gov.in)

Cinline Saley Download Date of
Ternder Docurmenis

FPre-Bid Meeting

Last Date/ Time for Submission/
uploading of Onlina Bid

Last Oata and Time for
Submission of EMD In Hard
Copy S Original

{Only in case of BG)

Date & Time for Opening of

11/08/2026 at 15:30 Hrs.

11/0872026 at 16:00 Hrs

Technical Bid (hitpsleproc bihar.govin)
Date & Time for Opening of Date 1o be announced latar by
Financial Bid Competent Autharity.

w9, 300{- {Five Thousand Nina
Hundred Rupeas Only)
{Mon-Fefundabla)

£5,900/- (Five Thousand Mine
Hundred Rupees Only)
(Mon-Refundable)

210,00,000/- {Ten Lakh
Rupass nﬁ-l:.,l]l [ Hfunl:lﬂhl-e:l

*  Contact Datails: Nodal Officer, Mnhuln MNo.: l-EH 62999 23055,
E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bihi@gov.in/ eproc.bseb@gmail.com

*  Mote: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the righl to accepl!

Cost of the Tender Document

Tender Processing Fae

Earnest Money

PMABHIM in AP Secretary Frasentation on fixed date and tme, which will be communicated cancel/ reschedule tenders without assigning any reasons. Prospective
" For jr—.-tai[e::t;'luti!ica:i-:T EEI:] further :EtEiIE please visil the wEt: it  pr— saparatoly, bidders are advised o regularly wvisit htips:Meproc2.bihar.gov.in,

tips:ifapmsidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apaprocurement.gov.in. All the news. In just aclick. INDIAN | Do pop— , Corrigendurm/ Amendments et if any, will ba nolified on this portal only
APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time without Log to www.newindianexpress.com - EXPRESS | E?TheNeiMdinExpmss = ADVT.No.: I32/MLP/Contract Cell/2026-27 Director and no separate advertisemant will be mada.

assigning any reasons. Secretary

for Managing Director

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bonk Ltd. 4/10, Mythree Tower, Bommaonhalll Hosur Main Rood Bongalore- 560068
KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD ICICI Banic _ _ _ i
(DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT. OF KERALA) infglg?;;::l?l:;ﬂ:-;ﬂiﬂ rllg:ﬂ::muu defoulted In the repayment of principol and interest towords the Loan facility{ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Lean|s) hashave been clossified os
Head Office : Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram-14, A Motice wos issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisotion and Re-construction of Finandal Assets and Enforcement of Sacurity Interest Act, 2002, ot their last known oddresses
[Telephone Mo, 0471-2045600, 2045646) However, it has not been served ond are therefore being notified by woy af this Public Natice,
E-mail : edrugs.kmscl@kerala.gov.in, 5r. | Mame of the Borrower/ Co- Description of Secured Duate of Notce sent/| NPA,
website © www. kmscl.kerala.gov.in, CIN No. U24233KL20073GC021616 Mo, Eggﬁmﬂﬁf;gﬁ{imf hf:s"; Asset to be enforced Utgﬁfﬂl’:m :15 on| Dote
No.KMSCL/EDIRT-27/2026 Date : 20.07.2026 L |Kaluru Ehnn:iru.ﬂ-l?khﬂnl' H Mo |(As Described In The Loan Document/ Property Document Covering All That The Residential Flat No.G-3, on Ground :EI'.II'-'[IEER;I!;E 16/05/
RE-TENDER NOTICE 22 6 384 Medipalli Ntpe § No |Flaor, Having A Built Lip Area 300 Square Feet (Including Common Areas), Alon wWith Undivided Share of Land As. 2026
= 1 g . - B9 17 Pts Konmnagar, Admeasuring 2500 Square Yards Or Equivalent To 20.9 Square Meters, In The Bullding Mome Known As "Sal Krishna 28,72 547 6RY-
Online bids are invited from manufacturersidirect importers / loan licenseas on J;.r::-unn-;ur yotinagar- ?%:.mf-::". Cl:m'.trl.rl:tgi:l:l 5" F1n:-r:_rmr, Munlcipal Bearing Na.1- 1&: fﬂ.l'q:]l Pl hlnl llbﬂlﬂ-'-"ﬁld? (Old No.1 1&'{:1::1':--1 Plot No. B-
15, In Survey No 154, Situated At "Noroyanapuram, M.es, Colony, &lwal Villoge, Under Greater Hyderabad Municipal
behalf of Department of Health, Govt of Kerala for the procurement of drugs for the THH‘!’DDDDD? 144930/ Corporation, Alwaol Circle, The Then Molkajgin Mandal, Rongo Reddy District, Now Newly Formed As Alwal Mandal
year 2026-27. LEHYDOOQO7 157247 Medchal Malkajgiri District, And Bounded As Follows:. Owned By Kolluru Chondra Sekhar Bounded By : North: Staircose
T & Parking Spoce South; Melghbour's House East: Flat Mo, G-2 West: Flat Mo, G-1
5. Tender No. and Date Category No. of items N] 2 D V P Ramesh Babu/ Lokshmi |Schedule "A" Property All That The Land Admeasuring Ac.5-37 Guntos, In Survey Nos, 184/A, 184/8A And 184/, Situated 22/06/2026 |03/06/
Sapona/ 3-4-103E202 At Kismothpur Villoge, Gandipet Mandal (Previously Rojendronagar BMondaol), Ranga Reddy District And Bounded on: Morth: A=, 026
1 EMSCL/ED/DRUGS/RET/2026/018 Druas 16 Modho Rejoice Rodha Krishno |Land In Survey Mo 180. South: Rood And Electricity Sub-Stotion. Eosty Land In Survey Mos. 188 And 179, West: Land In 1,13.959 625,00
" dtd. 20.07.2026 9 Mogor Attopurmedha Rejoice (Survey Mo, 148, Schedule "B* Property Al That The Villa Mo 27 Admeasuring 23555 Square Yords or 196.94 Sg. Meters,
\, - - - Rongoreddy Hyderabod - With Buitt-up Areo of 3110 Square Feet Consisting of Ground + 2 Upper Floors And Porch For Cor Parking's In Survey Nos:
Schedule of dates S00048) LEHYDOOD0S540552 118408, 184084 And 1B4E, SHuated At “Aodiyo Advaito”, Kismaothpur Villoge, Gondipet Mondal, Bondloguda |agir Municipol
Corporotion, Rongo Reddy District, Telongona State, Which Is bore Clearly Delineoted in The Plon Annexed Herewith By
Date Time Shnwing it In Red Colar Anl:l Bounded an: Marth: Villa Me.26 South: Villa Mo 28 Eost: Villa Mo .42 West: 40' Feet \Wide H:u:u:n:l
3, |Kiron Solian/ Emem Shipping [.ﬁ.s L]IE'.-'.-EerFd ln rh& l. r:u:n Dﬂtuuw nt.l' F‘rﬂprr'l:':,r 1.‘.|'n|: |.|m-.1n|: I‘.‘-nwrmg .r!-,s. Described In The L-n-un I:J::ut;ument.l' F'r:'..pett',r zl*l]ﬁ.lzl:l 26 uq.-'uﬁ.l
i y Agencies Indio Pyt Ltd! M Document Covering All Thot The Semi Finished Bullding on Plot Bearing Mo, 25, Consisting of Ground Floor; 1407 5t Fs. 2026
Last date of online uploading of tenders 31.07.2026 05.00pm. Gunoshesia! Momata S Saliony |First Floor: 1454 56 & Second Floor- 513 Sft., In Eiur'.l:l‘:,-?['-.ln-; 131 Port & 134 Part, Admeasuring: 177 Sq. Yards., or 147.95 | 17,55.708.99/
Plot Mo 25 5 5 Enclove Yoprol, |[Sq,mis,, Situated At "Yapral Village®, Under Ghme, Abwal Circle, Malkojgiri Mondal, Ranga Re -:If District., &.P., And
; ; : H Mo 19-68/41/4 Brindovan  |(Bounded on The: Bounded By: North: Plot Mo, 23 South: 50'-0" Wide Rood, Eost: Plot No. 26 West: Plot Mo, 24
Date of technical bid opening 03.08.2026 11.00 am. Colony Dr A 5 Roo Nogor Kopra
MNear Carnival, Hyderobod, Rr
Tenders shall be downloaded and submitted online through the e-tender portal ﬁ;ﬁ;%‘ggﬁ'&i‘;ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ?ﬁ
Www.EtEndErE.kErﬂlﬂ.gﬂ"ﬂ.lI'I. {Sd/-) MANAGING DIRECTOR (Tender Inviting Authority) 4. [Gujjula Deepika Reddy/ Scheduls "A" F‘fnpurli.r All That The Lands Lying And Ferming Part of Sy, No5.333, 336,337,338 349 & 351, Totally 24062026 |03/0&/
Gugula "-I_'I'Em:ltihnr Reddyf Plot |Admeasuring Acres 2-32 Guntas Out of Acres f:iEI-T Guntas; Situoted At Pipaeline Rood Jeedimetlo, Quthbullahpur, Medchal Rs, 2026
Mo 40 Phase 1 Aprana Palm  (Malkajgiei District, T.5., Bounded By: Morth; Rood & Neighbour'S Lond Seuth: Melghbors Complox East: Meighbors Complex 42 35,764, 23~
Grove Kampally Nr Palm West: Part of Land In 5:.' Mo. 336, 337, 338 Schedule "BY Property All Thot The Flat Bearing Mo, B12 on Bth Floor |(Eighth
Grove, Hyderabad Fioor Above The Cellar] of Block *C" of "Shweta Aryon"” Hoving Super Built Up Area |lr|-|:lu|:?ng Common Area) of 1914 Sg, F
s H Rl RAM F I NAHC E Ll M ITE D Hyderabad- 500013/ Along With Twa (2) Car Pnrl-cln? Areo Admeasuring 200 5, With Proportionate Undivided Share In Lond of 75 Sq. Yards In
EHF"HAM LEHYDO00047 36581/ Lands Lying And Forming Port of Sy.Mos. 333,336,337 338,349 & 351, Out of An Extent of Acres 2-32 Gurtos of Land Out of Totol
L) FinioE . South Phase, Indusirial Estate, Guindy, Chennai -800 032 LEBHYDOOO0S54 34200 E!_:TEI'_I[ u:-fTLnl:lnl:l .ﬁ.deu-sunjo Sﬂ:rﬁdﬁ;dﬂ:-l ?Eu:ﬁ::sa S|tugrl:-§kﬁ‘;rt gupel;lml_;rﬂu}illd. éﬂfijbéﬂetluﬁlﬂuﬁhégu?pm. P:Leachul-;duﬁb:r?gm
2 rirarmfinance.in istrict. Telongana State And Bounded By: Morth: Open To outh; Flot No. ast: Flat Ma, est: Open To
licate Bank, A.K_Nagar, Nellore, b | Devarokodra Anantha Surekha/|Sehedule of Propérty All Thot The Piece And Parcel of The Plot Mo, 122 (Morthern Part), In .‘S-I.rr'-'l:-}r Maos. 45/Part And 22062026 03/06!
Bandan Shivaprasod! 9-55/60(47 /Part, Admeasuring An Extent of 150 Square Yords.. or Equivalent To 125.4 Square Meters,, Situoted At "Alims Rs. 2026
o s | F 2 Plot Nﬂéﬂ Keshav Magar Enclove® Mahadevpur "-"Ilhhdﬁ Bibinagor Mandal, Yodadrl Bhongir Revenue District., Telongona State, G.P, Maohadevpur, | 283954750/~
1 : s =5t 5 kA
Demand Notice under 5““’“’" 13(2) of “‘E 5““"“15““““ & H&mlm:tﬁm of Hnannial Assets and Eﬂ-&'}imﬁ?‘d@‘.‘iﬁﬁf‘iﬂ L-rfr. E;Trla Eﬁﬂﬁniﬂf EIIE:EEFI-?;% El "'n.-'?r:d:- g:‘lugdm;s?:‘:nh- ﬁ!ﬂrﬂgrnltﬂnrsiuﬁhpe:fg::{pE.l E”él’.ﬂ'%#?ﬂﬂfal?u Eﬁ.:\rb::rétgglin Mo. 122
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 I A Statue Hyderabad, (Wastern Part), Schedule of Property All That The Piece And Parcel of The Plot Na, 81, In Survey Mos, 45/Part And
We, Mis. Shriram Finance Limited {formerly known as “Shriram City Union Finance Limited” amalgamated with Hyderabad Medchal Malkeajgir 47/Part, Admeasuring An Extent of 267 Square Yards., or Equivalent Te 223.212 Squdre Meters., Situated At "Alims
Shriram Transport Finance limited and converted as Shriram Transport Finance Limited as per the ordars of NCLT Telangana Hyderabad - Enclove” Mahadevpur "-I'rllugr_ Brl::lnggnr andal, Yadodri Bhongir Revenue District., Telangana State, G.P. Mahadevpur,
Bench-!l Chennai dated 09.14.2022) and thereafter obtained the approval to rename as Shriram Finance Ltd (Ministry of 00092 LBHYDOOO0G295098 \Regn. Sub- |.._5'|5I-Elb|1'lﬂ1_'.|ﬂr glrl Dist-M |:r|g1:|r|l:.|:.:|. M.P.P. Elhlnugur. Z.P.P, Yadari Bhongir, Under S.H.i:'.i. Elllt:unu gar
Corporate Finance lefter dated 30.11.2022), is a company registared under the Companies Act, 2013 and alsa registered FéEPiYDU{Iﬂ{IEIEE\DEE!I-' Bounded As Follows:- Narth: Plot No. B0, South; Plot Mo, B2, East: Plot Mo, 83 And Plot No. B4, West: 30" Wide Rood
TEHYDOODOEZB997 4
with RBI to do Non-Banking Finance business having ils registered offics al S mrs Plot Na.14A, South Phase, LBHYDOOO0G 205772
Indusirial Estate, Guindy, Chennai - B00032: and Branch Office at Nellore-2. - e
! ] > B
Whereas the Bormowers/Co-bormowers/Guarantors | mentioned hereundes had availed the financal assistance from Bimannopally Sol Krishna/  |Schedule of The Property Flat All Thot The Residential Flat No, G-5, H.Ne.9-141-G5/1829, Ptin No. 2000009275 In 22/06/2026  [03/06/
. i ; : ; x Podokant] Modhawi' 3 1 12 |Ground Floor, of "Srl Roghavendro Residency”, Admeasuring 1073 Sft., of Plinth Area & Car Parking 100 SfL., (including As. 2026
SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. We siate thal despite having availed the financial assistance, the borrowersiguarantors have 137 36 1 Nogolaxmi Nogar  |Comman Areas) Along ‘i‘ilh Undivided Share of Land Admeasuring 32.44 S5q. Yards., or 27.11 S5q. Mtrs, Out of Total Land | 31,58,183.00/-
commitiad varous defaulls in repayment of interesl and principal amounts as per due dates. The account has been classdied Mallopur Rangaoreddy- Admeasuring BB0 Sq, Yards., or 551.7 Sq. Mtrs., Constructed on Plot No.29, In Premises Bearing No.9-63/L/H/S, In Survey
as Mon Parforming Asset in accordance with the directives/guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of India, consequent fo SO0076 / Nos. 141 & 143, Situated At Word No, 0, Block No.9, Boduppal Villoge And Municipality, Medipally Mandal, Medchal-
the Aulhorized Officer of SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD. under Securiization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and LEHYDO0005869061 Mnlkujgul District; Telangana State; And Bounded on The; North; Open To Sky South; Open To Sky East; Open To Sky
Enforcement of Secunty Interest Act, 2002 & n exercise of powers conferred under Secbon 13(2) read with Rube 3 of Wast: 5'-0" Wide Eﬂlrldm_ {As Delineated In The Plan #ﬂn-::-u_:d Hereto And Shawn In Red Colour) Tobtal Cormplex
Sacurily Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Natices on respective dates mentioned herein below under Boundariés: North; 25' Wide Rood South; Neighbour's Land Eost; 25 Wide Rood West; Plot No,7 _
E'B‘Eﬁ_ﬂ“ 13_ﬂf of EAEFEEFM. E':?:'E EE'"W_ wpon the following bormowers /guaranions -rmﬂﬂﬂﬂ_ﬂf_ﬂ"i tﬂ_fEIJH}' ﬂ'!E_ amount 7. |Gunja Anil Kumar/ Ummadi (As Described In The Loan Document/ Property Document r.'.:.s:-.-ﬂrln? All That The Open Plot Mo, 6, 7, 26 And 27, In Survey 23062026 03/06/
memtioned in the notices together with further interest at the contractual rate on the amount menfionad in the nofices and Leena Kumarl/ Plot No, 6 7 26 |No. 26/UU, Admeosuring 976 Sq. Yds., or 81693 S5q. Mtrs,, Situated At Chengicherla Villoge Hn.uu pul Municipal A, 026
incidental expenses, cost, charges elc until the date of payment within &0 days from the date of receipt of notice. 27, Meor Peddomma Temple, tnnmmtl?n. Medipally Mo ndq!_ Medchal-Molkojgiri E.':h:'.l:!n:l:.. And Bounded By: Bounded By : Morth: Plot Mos, 5 And 28, 2,74,70, 745,38/
The Notice Issued fo them on their last known addresses have refurned un-served and as such they are hereby informed E‘g}ﬁf‘eﬂ%ﬂfﬂjﬂ d"%‘%‘-‘;&; % South: 30' Wide Rood. East:30" Wide Road. West: 30' Wide Road.
by way of pubfic notice about the same, y
The barmower's atlenfion is invited o provisions of sub-section (8) of sectan 13 of the Adt, in respact of fime available, to Eﬂ:’;ggggg; Eﬁgg% !
redeem the secured assels.
B. (Monisha Kumari/ Rokesh A-Schedule Land AJl That Lond Admeosuring Ac. 4-01 Guntos, |n Survey Maos: 197, 198, 199, 200 And 201, Situoted At 2M062026 (3103
Name Of The Borrower (S)/ Co-Borrower (S} Guarantors . 2 Eumar/ F Mo, 502 Plot Ma. 21 leumpet Villoge & Groma Ponchaoyath, Bochupolly Mondal, Medchal-Malkojgini District (Previously Quthbullopur AMondal, Rs, 2015
1) ASRITHAS GROUP PROPRIETOR BY VALLATURU MADHUSUDHANA, Siolakshmaiah, D .No: 8-2-283/82/ Sgiketan Apt, Jubiles Enclave Reddy District}, Telongona State, More Porticuborly Delineated In The Plan Annexed Hereto And Bounded By, North: 51,25,.010.00/~
; f 1 Kondopur Harsho Toyoto n in Survey Nos: 193, 194 & 196 South: Lond In Survey Mos: 202 & 203 Bost Ambor Chenuu West: Land Left For Rood
‘zl; :;:_ﬁﬁ:ﬂ :DIHISSEEEJEEE%:LF;M Hfgma':; é”ﬁ;;?ﬁ;?;;dﬁ'hg&ga?:' E'”""C_“jﬂ SUF?EDEE. Show Room, Hyderabad Wndnenmg And Then Rood B-Schedule Flat All That The Residential Flat Mo, 702, With A Built-up Areo of 1520 Sft_{Including
ADH » LERSNMn, U, NG O-2-2d 200000 , PO N0 &, NEVTHITTIAN MNagar, Hyderobod - 500084/ Common Aregs And Amenities) on Seventh Floor In Block-B of The Residentiol Apartments, Mamely, "Adityo Wiiz Logoon"
Greater Hyderabad, (M.crop). Hyderabad. Telanganz, Pincode: 500033 LEHYDOO002980626 Apartments And 1 [one] Cor Porking Slot Along With An Undivided Share of Lond Admeosuring 62.70 Squore Yords Out of Ac.
v E-AMTY:]II Wio I'.Eal:lhu gilu:lhzn 0. MNo:8-2 Egﬂmiﬁ 126 Road No:74, Navnirman Nagar, Greater Hyderabad ST PHIPRNES. I U e A ek e I et 1, SHRRIER AL SRt VINCHES 2 SHINTH F WO ON). B oy
. ' ‘ o LI INL D= L= ' -5, ' ' Mandal, Medchal-Malkajgir District (Previously Quithbullopur Mondol, Ronga Reddy District), Telongana State, Maore
{M.crop), H'ﬁl‘ﬁ&l‘&b&ﬂ.TﬂHﬂQﬁ!‘lﬂ. Pincade: 500033, Einmrcduh:l?layéﬂi__elmegmd ITngﬁ Fi;: ﬂ.ngexe_d Heretan{-.ﬂndwESunder ’Eﬁ;";fﬁ :nrﬂ;ﬁﬂp&n_l’n 15_.& South; Dpeanaé.ky And Then
{ ; ! i ot Mo, ost Open To Sky West Corridor An rthy Open To 4 -Echedule Properties Armendties A, CHTIMGN
4:' VALLATURU MAHESHBABU, E"!l':'- Lakshmaiah, Plot No: & Road No: 71, Navnirman Hag'ar' Gmm&rH}'dEFabad- Areqs In Which Vendees Sholl Hove Proportionate, Undivided And Impartoble Share Are Stoircoses, Terrooes, Corridors,
{M.crop), Hyderabad, Telangana, Pincode; 500033 gthwwﬁ s{:mnr'rmn Flium'll" L.,!::E" GL{\EFE1:I"' Elertnmélmnsfﬂgﬂer Pﬂl'gLEﬂﬂrds:;mun I-m E'l..:-.'lmmiﬂg Pool, Weater And
weroge System, Including Water Tank And Sumps, Bore-well Motors, Pumps, Security 1%, Ete
NPA DATE 07.11.2025 | - {SEHAIIgE PRI ICINg v I
9. |Gompa Sotyanaroyano All That Flat No.203 (in Second Hm:rnrl With A Built Llp Areo of 1750 Sq Feet tlmludm Commean Area And Car Pnrknngr 250672026 [DB/O&/
DATE OF DEMAND NOTICE | 22.06.2026 Vieraprasad/ 3-7 18, Undavalll |Along With An Undivided Share of Lond Admeasuring 35.00 Sq. Yards (out of 730.00 Sq, Yards) Constructed On Plat Rs, 2026
Center Tadepalli, Guntur, Mos 236 B 236, In Survey Mo, 145 Port, of "Krishng Sal Residency™, Situoted At Sordarpotel Nagor, Hydemaogor ‘v’!"-ﬂ-% 16,25,112.00/-
LOAN AMOUNT Rs. 10,000,000/ nglu&:ug’é%?glyzm Hlltnépgllih;rgrgl HIH Bﬁinréngm Mandal, Hdungl:l Reddy E'Jﬁtrlﬂ Jlﬂmd Bounded By: F!-uurérltlru.:- 7-3::5 Lot Hé:.u‘th fot
% LEHY ; Nog 232, 23 '34 South: 40'-0" Wide Road East: Nehru Technological University Land West: 30'-0" Wide Road
Loan Agreement No: NELL3TF23039300009 Boundaries For Flat North: Open To Sky South: Open To Sky Enst: Open To Sky West: Corridaor, Lift & Stoircase
QUTSTANDING AMOUNT | Rs.B4,76,749/- (Rugees Eighty Four lakh Seventy Six thousand Seven hundred Forty Nine only) 10.| Bingi Mouniko/ HNo 1 30/13  |Schedule of The Property-a niDescril:tinn of Land Upon Which Mg Splendor Hos Been Constructed) All That The Plot Beoring Sy. | 25/06/2026 | 0B/0&/
PROPERTY ADDRESS OF SECURED ASSETS Plot Mo 13 Street Mol Gr Mo, 29 Part And 40/Fort, Admeasuring 1755 Sq, Yoards Equivalent To 1467 18 Sq. Meters, (After Effected In Reod Widening) As. 2028
, : Reddy Mogar Colony, Situoted At L p-erpulhr Vilkoge, Ghmc Rojendranogor Circle, AR, District Telongona Stote. North: Neighbour's Property. South: 1.01.38 861,00/~
SPSR Nedlore Regestration District, Bujabuja Sub Reglstration - Vienkalachalam Mandal - Chemudugunta Panchayat- Hyderabod Hyderabad- Neighbour'S Property. Eost: 150° Wide Ring Rood. WWest: 45* Wide Rood, Schedule of The Property-B All Thot The Picce And
Kakudums- E}hemﬂugmta Village Accounds, ELIH'E';' Mos 26311, 26372, 26313, 264- B, 265-A2 - A, 265 - AZ-B, 265-A3, SO0062Y Parcel of The Commercial Flat/ Linkt BMa, 10 on First Floor, Beoring Municipal Door Mo 2-6-10/MOS/FF103, (Ptin
5. B 2858241 EE?_LE-EJ_EA 267- AC, WT-28. 6720, 260 2821 282 2,2&?-3. 252'4,232- 5,2&2—3, 9831 2832 TEHYDOODO 7442090 Elﬂnrilllﬂ?ﬂii 1} of The B-IJIHI‘N? Known As "MO Splendor”, Admeasuring 1306 5q. Feet, (Including Comman Area ﬁ._l'lnd Cor
W ; ngl, Tagether With Undiveded Shore of Lond .ﬁ.dmemurm%z? 00 Eq.j,-ds. in5u Mos, 39/Part And 4Nport, Situated At
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Ac.22.90 cents lak out in o House Plats and the Layout approved by Nellore Rural Development Authority {nuda) VIDE The Flat! Linit Mo:103: Morthe Flotd Unit Mo, 104 ‘-';uuth Flat/ un:t Mo, 102 East: Corridor & Staircase West: Open To Sky
L. hvo 43202111 05/VENKATACHALAMDP M5 dated 16.07.2022 under the name & style “GRR PRIME CITY PHASE-1" 11.|Bingi Mounika/ 1 13 30 Plot  |[As Described In The Loan Document/ Praperty Document Covering All That The Piece And Parcel of The House Site 25/06/2026  |0B/06/
and in it Plot Mo.72 anexdent of 33,353 ankanams or 266,66 savds. Plel Mo 73 an extent of 33.33 ankanams or 266,66 Mol3 Kushaiguda Andhro Beoring Plot Mes. 1 {Fart) And 7 {Port) And B (Port) Admeasuring 800 5g.yds, or 66B.BB Sq.mitrs., In Sector- A, In Survey Rs. 2026
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54.yds, (4 an extent < el T DF 200,00 30,118, A, £ 5 R ELURAIL U0 O SN 1M OF. 200, Colory MNir Statue Secunderobod, |Ghaotkesar Mandal, Medchal Malkajgiri District, And Bounded As Follows: Bounded By: North:50 Feet Wide Rood. South:
54.yds, Plot No.76 an extent of 33.33 ankanams or 266.66 sq.yds lotal 16666 ankarams or 1333.328 5q.yds of vacant Hyderobod Hyderobad- Plot Mos. 7 Part & B Port. Eost: Plot No. 9 & Govt. Lond. West: Plot Mos. 1 Part & 6 Port.
site bounded by East : Plot Nos: 80,581,682 83,84, South : PlotNo.71, West:40-00 wide layout road, North:Piot No.77. %Ef%gg;;ﬂ%%ﬂ”“”m
Within the above boundaries an extent of 166.66 ankanams or 1333.328 sqydis of vacant site and with all
easementary rights appurtenant thereto q'.lrd 14.\Molkopurom Sainoth Goud/ |Schedule-A Property Total Lond Admeasuring About 22748 Sq Yds (Ac 4-28 Guntas) In Survey Mos.1, 2, 3 & 361 of OOV FE0LE | D3/06S
. — - Molkapurom Renukay F Mo-  |jeedimetio Villoge And Survey Mo 54 of Pet Boshesreobod Villoge Both Under Quthbullopur Mandal, Medchal Molkajgini As. 2026
in the carcumstances as aforesaid, the nolice is hereby glven to the above borrowers, co-borrowers andlor thesr ?uarant[ﬁ 216 Second Floor 91 Bhuvona |District,, And Bounded By: Morth By: Road South By: Private Rood And Neigh bours Land, West By: Rood Eost By: 146,43 77935
where ever anolicable! to the outstanding dues 23 mentioned above along with future irterest and apolicable chames Towers 5d Road Hyderobad- |Meighbours Lond. Schedule-B Property Hereby Sold & Conveyed All That The Port And Parcel of The Semi-Finished
l:'.l.lithin 80 da ;:I:lfmm ﬂ':rle dﬁg of the p*.liJIiEE%ﬂn of s notics. Biing whack o s hL takerlpF:ﬁBr e E;:-g' S00001y Trlpgiie:-r Villa on Plot Mo: 28 [Tylae B} In "Serene County", Admeasuring: 200 Sg, Yords or 167.2 Sg.mtrs, With A Super Built
5 60 ¥ of thi . h g i . Eid wﬂf LEHYDOO0005 285403/ Up Area of 2885 5ft of R.C.C., In Survey Nos. 1, 2, 3 £361 of Jeedimetla Villoge And Survey No: 54 of Pet Bosheereobod
o1 6l days of the date of this nobce against (he secured assels including faking possession of the secured assafs LEHYDOO00S928920( Village Both Under Quthbullapur Mandal, Medchal-Malkaigini District., Telangana State, Which Is Bounded By:- Narth:
the borrowers and the morigagors under Section 13(4) of Securitization and Re-construction of Financial Assels and LBHYDO0005926521 Plot No: 27, South: Plot No: 29.east: Plot Mo: 11, West: 30°-0" Wide Road
Enforcament of Security Interest Act, 2002 and the applcable rules there under,
Please note H'Iﬂtl.ll'll:'l!;l Section 13 (13) of the saldﬁpmt.nn Borrower shall. transfer by way of sale. lease or otherwise These steps are being token for substituted service of Motice, The above borrowen's ondlor guarantor's (os applicable} isfore odvised to moke the outstonding payment within 60 days from the date
' ¥way i 1 ; - : ; . ; :
any of his secured assets referred to in the notice, without prior written consent of the secured creditor, of publishing this Motice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation ond Re-construction of Finoncial Assets ond EnﬁtfmcﬂiufS:.-cl..lnlylnifrﬁ'l Act 2002,
Place: Nellore, Sdl. Authorised Officer, SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD .,Entu: July 22, 2028, Place: Hyderabad Sincerely Authorised Officer, For ICICE Bank Ltdj
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DESIGNER JAYANTI REDDY
SPEAKS TO CE ABOUT

ON HER LIFELONG LOVE FOR
BANARASI TEXTILES,
WORKING HAND-IN-HAND
WITH WEAVERS, AND
REIMAGINING HERITAGE FOR
THE MODERN WARDROBE

I

Fly the flag

The National Flag of India was
adopted in its present form
during the meeting of Constituent
Assembly held on this day in 1947

WEAVING THE BANARASI WAY

TEJAL SINHA

ONG before it be-
came her signature,
Banarasi weaving
was Jayanti Red-
dy’s first love, the
fabric she instinc-
tively gravitated to-
ward as a child, and still
reaches for today. That en-
during fascination now takes
centre stage in her latest col-
lection, the Banarasi Edit, a
love letter to one of India’s
most iconic textile tradi-
tions. For her, this is more
than revival, it’s reinterpre-
tation, an attempt to bring
Banaras textile into a con-
temporary narrative without
losing its soul. In a conversa-
tion with CE, the designer
traces her lifelong relation-
ship with handwoven tex-
tiles, reflects on the quiet
grandeur of Hyderabad, and
the years spent alongside
weavers in Banaras —learn-
ing looms, zari, and card-
punching firsthand and

TRICOLOUR SYMBOL OF INDIA

The saffron-white-green tricolour,
which has long been the Congress
flag, with the Ashoka wheel in blue
embossed on it in the middle, was
adopted as the National Flag

traditions. Over time, I real-
ised that handwoven textiles
were not just fabrics, but liv-
ing narratives of culture, pa-
tience, and legacy. As my
brand evolved, I became in-
creasingly drawn to preserv-
ing these narratives while
presenting them through a
more contemporary lens.
Handwoven textiles offered
me the perfect medium —
they carry history, yet they
also possess an incredible
versatility that allows them
to feel relevant, powerful,
and timeless in modern
wardrobes.

Hyderabad

Xpress

to symbolise the two major

Hindus and Muslims

What continues to chal-
lenge you creatively after
establishing such a strong
design identity?
The largest creative chal-
lenge is constant evolution
without losing authenticity.
Once a brand develops a
clear identity, there’s a re-
sponsibility to remain true
to its core while still surpris-
ing your audience. For me,
that means continuously re-
imagining heritage textiles,
silhouettes, and craftsman-
ship in ways that feel fresh,
emotionally resonant, and
culturally respectful. I'm
deeply inspired by pushing
boundaries — whether
through sustainability, un-
conventional textile pair-
ings, or reinterpreting tradi-
tional Indian couture for a
new generation. Creativity,
for me, lies in honouring the
past while continuing to de-
sign for the future
fearlessly

MAN BEHIND THE DESIGN

Pingali Venkayya proposed to
have two red and green bands

communities in the country:

DARSHITA JAIN

OFT melodies, honest

lyrics and a thoughtful

mix of classical influ-

ences and contemporary

indie music have helped
Garvit and Priyansh carve a
space for themselves in India’s
independent music scene. Over
the years, the singer-songwrit-
er duo has built a loyal follow-
ing with songs that feel deeply
personal yet relatable. Tracks
like Kahe Mose, Theher Ja,
Raaziyan, Rang and Jiya Mera
have resonated with listeners
for their warmth and emotion-
al depth. During their recent
visit to Hyderabad for their
Kaahe Mose India Tour, the duo
sat down with CE to talk about
their journey, the stories be-
hind their music and every-
thing they’ve learnt along the
way.

Talking about their first time
performing in Hyderabad, the
duo shared, “This was our first
time performing in Hyderabad,
and it was a great experience
for us and everyone
watching.”

The overwhelming response
from listeners was what even-
tually brought them to Hydera-
bad. “We were not sure if we
were going to perform in Hy-
derabad. However, we received
a lot of requests on Instagram
and really wanted to add a cou-
ple of cities in South India,
which is how Hyderabad be-
came a part of the tour,” Priya-
nsh expressed.

For Garvit and Priyansh, one
decision changed the course of
their careers. Moving to Mum-
bai together in 2022 gave them
the chance to build a studio,
spend every day creating music

Garvit and Priyansh

more.

Excerpts

When did handwoven
textiles become cen-
tral to your designs?
Textiles have always
been at the heart of my
creative language.
Growing up in India, I
was constantly sur-
rounded by extraordi-
nary craftsmanship —
whether in heirloom
sarees, temple architec-
ture, or the quiet art-
istry of local weaving

‘We make music

tt we like’

and grow together as artists.
“When you actually live togeth-
er, you make songs together
every day and learn a lot. I
think we both became the turn-
ing point of our journey,” Gar-
Vit expressed.

Although Kahe Mose became
their breakout hit, they insist
they never chase trends or
write songs with the hope that
they’ll go viral. Reflecting on
the song’s success, Priyansh
narrated, “For us, every song is
the same, and with Kahe
Mose, people started con-
necting with it, wheth-
er it was the chorus or
the second half. We
also got the biggest en-
dorsement we could
have ever received from
Arijit Singh dada, and I think
that elevated the song’s journey
even more.”

Their creative process is
equally uncomplicated. “There
are a lot of processes, but what
we recently started focusing
on is finding the right com-

position. We create a lot
of melodies and keep the
one that fits or the one we
like the most. Then we
work on the lyrics
and the situa-
tion, trying to
capture the
s o u l
through
the melo-
dy and
addmore

soul to the lyrics,” Garvit
stated.

Even as music trends contin-
ue to change, the duo remain
focused on creating songs they
genuinely connect with. Shar-
ing their thoughts on why soul-
ful music continues to find lis-
teners, they shared, “We never
make music thinking about
trends. We make music that we
like.”

When asked to recommend
one song to someone hearing

their music for the first
time, both instantly
chose Theher Ja. Smil-
ing, they shared,
“Taaki woh log bhi
thair jaaye humare
paas.” (Smiles)
With a Netflix project
and their first album in the
works, the duo have plenty to
look forward to. Yet, they say
what keeps them returning to
the studio every day isn’t suc-
cess or recognition, but the
simple joy of making music. “I
think the feeling of sukoon and
happiness we get from making
music, and even listening to
our own music, keeps us going
because it always uplifts our
mood. New music keeps inspir-
ing me, and sometimes even a
single element is enough to
make me think we can create
something amazing with it. I
start working on it, make him
listen to it, and then we begin
creating music and magic to-
gether,” the duo concluded.

What inspired the
Banarasi Edit?
The Banarasi Edit is deeply
personal for me. Ever
since I was young, Ba-
narasi textiles were al-
ways my first choice.
Even as a child, I was
instinctively drawn to
the richness, grandeur;
and artistry of a Ba-
narasi weave. To this
day, when it comes to
choosing a saree, my
first instinct is always
Banaras. The edit was

Jayanti Reddy

THE QUIZ WILL BE PUBLISHED
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Send answers to cityexpresshyd@
newindianexpress.com with

the subject line “‘Know Your City
Quiz’ Correct answers and names

of first three respondents with right
answers will be featured

in CE on Thursday.

SHREYA VERONICA

. OR generations of
readers, Ruskin Bond’s
stories have been a
gateway to the joys of
literature. His gentle,
evocative writing has found
a place not only on book-
shelves but also in school
textbooks, introducing
young readers to his time-
less storytelling. Now,
Ruskin’s autobiography
Lone Fox Dancing has
reached Telugu readers as O
Ekantha Jeevi Brathukata,
translated by noted writer
Dasari Amarendra and pub-
lished by Tirupati Kiran. At
a recent book reading ses-
sion at Kathatitam in Hy-
derabad, CE spoke to Am-
arendra about the
experience of translating
one of India’s most beloved
authors.

For Amarendra, transla-
tion begins with admira-
tion. A writer of short sto-
ries and essays himself, he
says he only chooses books
that he believes deserve a
wider audience. “Whenever
I come across a remarkable
book, I feel it should be
available in Telugu too,” he
says. To him, translation is
the deepest way of under-
standing a work. “Reading,
discussing and writing
about a book helps you un-
derstand it, but translation
takes you behind every line
and nuance. It lets you un-
derstand what the author is
truly trying to say,” he
adds.

His relationship with
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born from that lifelong admi-
ration. Banaras represents
one of India’s most extraordi-
nary textile legacies, and I
wanted to celebrate its beauty
in a way that felt both rever-
ential and relevant. More
than revival, this collection
was about reinterpretation —
bringing the magnificence of
Banarasi craftsmanship into
a contemporary narrative
while preserving the soul, el-
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What is typically offered
as Bonam during
Bonalu?

According to a recent

ASl inscription discovery,
Bonalu can be traced back to
which year?

ENHANCEMENT
Mahatma Gandhi suggested

represent peace and the rest
of the communities living in
India, and the ‘Charkha’
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white band to

egance, and authenticity that
make it so timeless.

How does the city influ-
ence your design style?

Hyderabad has profoundly
shaped my design perspec-
tive. It is a city where regal
history, old-world craftsman-
ship, and contemporary so-
phistication coexist beauti-
fully. From its architecture
and pearls to its understated
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Balakrishna suffers injury
during Kakinada shoot

opulence, Hyderabad embod-
ies a kind of refined gran-
deur that deeply resonates
with my aesthetics. That in-
fluence often reflects in my
work through rich detailing,
layered storytelling, and a
sense of elegance that feels
both rooted and modern. The
city constantly reminds me
that tradition and innova-
tion can exist in perfect
harmony.

How closely do you collab-
orate with weavers during
the design process?
My relationship with Banar-
asi weaving and this whole
process goes back a long way!
Earlier in my career, I spent
days at a time in Banaras
working closely with weav-
ers, understanding every
layer of the processfirsthand.
From studying the intrica-
cies of the textile itself, to
witnessing how the looms
functioned, learning the
card-punching process, se-
lecting zari, and truly under-
standing the immense crafts-
manship behind each weave
— it was an invaluable part
of my journey as a designer.
Those experiences gave me a
profound respect not just for
the textile, but for the artisan
communities who sustain
this extraordinary legacy.
Today, while technology
has made the process far
more seamless and efficient,
with much of our communi-
cation and development hap-
pening remotely, our involve-
ment remains just as strong.
We continue to work very
closely with artisans, sup-
porting them at every stage,
ensuring that their crafts-
manship is preserved, cele-
brated, and meaningfully
sustained.

DECODING WOMENS
HORMONAL HEALTH

ART OF TRANSLATING

RUSKIN BOND

Ruskin Bond’s writing
spans more than five dec-
ades. Amarendra first read
The Room on the Roofin 1971
and was deeply moved by it.
Years later, when publisher
Tirupati Kiran suggested
translating Ruskin’s autobi-
ography, curiosity soon
turned into passion.

What fascinates him most
about Ruskin is his unwa-
vering commitment to writ-
ing. “Very few writers in
India survive solely through
their writing. Ruskin decid-
ed early in life that he want-
ed to be a writer and re-
mained true to that decision.
He believed in words and
never compromised them,”
Amarendra shares.

He also admires Ruskin’s
simplicity and optimism.
Despite growing up in dif-
ficult circumstances
and facing financial
struggles, Ruskin-
remained con-
tent with who he
was. “His hones-
ty and frankness
are what I admire
the most. I also
see a bit of my-
self in his jour-
ney,” he
narrates.

Several mo-
ments in Lone
Fox Dancing res-
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Dasari Amarendra

R
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onated with Amarendra
personally. Ruskin’s reflec-
tions on loneliness, friend-
ship and growing up re-
minded him of his own life.
“Ifelt as though I was living
in the places he described
and reliving those memo-
ries with him,” he says.
Surprisingly, Amarendra
found the translation proc-
ess effortless. “To me,
Ruskin Bond is first a child
at heart, not merely a cele-
brated author. Though I have
never met him, I feel I under-
stand him through his writ-
ing,” he notes. He credits
Ruskin’s simple, elegant
English for mak-
ing the work
enjoyable. “I
felt as though
I was walking
beside him
through dif-
ferent stages
14 of his life.
' There

was immense joy in trans-
lating this book,” he adds.
At 73, Amarendra says he
wants to spend the next few
years reading, travelling
and translating. While he
has no specific project in
mind, he admits he would
like to translate another of
Ruskin’s shorter works.
For publisher Tirupati
Kiran, the project was a per-
sonal dream. “Ruskin Bond
and I share the same birth-
day, and I grew up reading
his books,” he says. Keen to
introduce international lit-
erature to Telugu readers,
Kiran acquired the transla-
tion rights and entrusted
the work to Amarendra.
Meeting Ruskin in person
and presenting him with the
Telugu edition, he says, re-
mains one of the proudest
moments of his publishing
journey.

Pic: Vinay Madapu
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TheSixthFaction | How the Chilli Became | Off With Their Heads The Wild Heart of India

by VeronicaRoth Hot | by Mandira Shah by TR Shankar Raman

The book follows Beatrice Prior's buried by Sudha Murty | A dystopian novel, Off With Their Heads, The book brings together vivid encounters with
secrets, s a mysterious boy and an NN  Dincocs Chilli doesn't know how tocontrol. | follows Elle. Sameer, Pariza, and Neil, who wildlife, landscapes, and the peaple who live

alongside them. Through journeys into fragile
ernsystems, the narrative explores the tension
hetween conservation and human survival,

underground rebellion begin to unravel ch CIENRN e ongue Shels confroned with e are seeptical of the bigger and faster A
she must decide whom to trustina world DAY  bohaviour when agiand feastisamanged | device. They are invited to join a resistance

where every decision comes at a cost, and realises that beauty alone isn'tenough. | ' movement when murder enters the @mpus

VEROMICA ROTH

NOWSTREAMING FITBIT

ff CAN'T STEP OUTSIDE? EASY
WAYS TO COMPLETE 10,000
STEPS INDOORS

GURTHUKDSTUNNAY | (Telugy, Rainy days, extreme heat poor air quality, or a packed work schedule often

series) make it difficult to step outside for a walk. But that doesn't mean you have

Santosh is set to wed his childhood to give up on your daily movemnent goals. With a little planning, you can stay

sweetheart — if her grudge-holding dad active and even complete 10,000 steps without leaving your home. While

doesn't stop it. Then a freak accident wipes 10,000 steps is not a magic number, itis a practical goal that encourages

his memory before the big day. people to move more and spend less time sitting. The key is to look for

Cast: Viraj Ashwin, Yashashree Rao, Viva opportunities to stay active throughout the day.

Raghav

® Watchon: Netflix START YOUR DAY WITH TAKE MOVEMENT BREAKS
MOVEMENT IF you work from home, avoid sitting

- FOREIGN Instead of reaching for your phone forlong hours. Set a reminder every

after waking up, spend 10 to 15 minutes hour to get up and walk for three

LUCKY (English, series) walking around your home. Youcanwalk  to five minutes. These shart breaks
Wihen a mutti-million-doliar heist goes through the hallway, balcony. or even improve circulation, reduce stiffness,
sideways, con artist Lucky is forced to go marchin place while listening to music or and add hundreds of extra steps by
on the run. Pursued by both the FBIand 4 catching up on the news. the end of the day.
aload it B4ET TURNHOUSEHOLDCHORES  MAKE INDOOR WORKOUTS
it Ll [ 4 Cast: Ay Tovior-boy Tm;mwmwm INTO EXERCISE COUNT
“e R B 2 Annette Bening Vacuuming, sweeping, mopping, dusting,  Low-impact cardio sessions, dance
BAR T« ® Watchon: Apple TV and organising your home all involve workouts. aerabics, or even walking
e e walking and movement, These activities wnrhnu!saua::llatile mﬂhmn (quickly
may not feel like a workout, but they increase your daily steps while
:ﬁ&ESTDPF ER FOREVER contribute significantly to your daily step  Improving fitness.
il bl :::tl'i DURING SCREEN TIME ————
gang. As Nick and Charlie's relationship ; TR c
deepens, their thoughts turn to lfe after i _ Walking gﬂmpwfthd!]lﬂ{mﬁiamng
the last bell rings, atching television or attending long together, or simply taking a few laps
QUICKFIX Cast: Kit Connor. Joe Locke. William Gao online meetings does not always require around the house after dinner can
o Watch H‘Em. ' you to stay seated, Walk around the miake movement more enjoyable and
MOMO DELIGHT ot room during advertisements, takecalls  easier to maintain
' while pacing, or march in place during Readi .
: : ; ng 10,000 steps and staying
INGREDIENTS :tilfmal Meetings Where your cameras artive is always possible with a little
o Maida: Z cups o Water: as needed ' creativity and consistency,
@ Dil and black pepper: 1 thspeach o Soy sauce and salt; to taste T
# (abbage, carrot, and onion (finely chopped): 1cup -4 r’*
# Garlic and ginger (grated): 1thsp
METHOD ] Pimevideor < m0imenth
® Mixmaidaand salt, add water, and knead into a soft dough: rest for 20 minutes. Heatoll, [ N ey Hiostar. B
<auté garlic and ginger for a minute, 4% ol ZeeS:. ... 7600/ year
@ [Add onjon, cabbage, and carot: cook for a few minutes. Stirin soy sauce, salt, and pepper; W e E ﬂmm --------- ;ﬁm“‘
cook until slightly dry. N 28 SonyllV:.____2M%manth
® Place a spoonfud of fillingin the centre, fold and seal the edges to shape the momo Contributed by Sehar Malhotra, Bengaluru
o Steam for 10-12 minutes and serve hot with chutney. R :
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iy NEAT Cveryday Aloe Pa[ Ntovia's Bond Surface Repair : P A QUESTION TO ASK?
. Vera Gel defivers instant Make a statement ] Maskis anintensive restorative : 5@ = Express_hyderabad
- coaling, hydlration, and withthis Desigual ~ [RGstlall  treatment formulated to deeply . S R —— e |
! soothing care for skin and Abstract Printed repair and strengthen damaged hair, —— ——— _— ;
scalp. Its lightweight, non- Bodyeon Midi Dress Powered by the brand's proprietary \ @ fnewindianexpress By Chandana Jagadeeshan, fitness expert, cult— a fitness and wellness
greasy formula absorbs that celebrates technologies NanoEncapX ™, . platform
quickly without leaving a bold patterns and Eu:iilnne}il“', afnd liéJiEIM'rnicIT“, ith mﬂﬁkﬁﬁ
sticky residue, making it contempora elps repair surface damage, smoot announced
1dealfl‘meueryday ursE Eleg.ar[gu ! the hair cuticle, and replenish the launchofits ABTCORNER
9| WHERE: htips./ 9 WHERE: hair's natural lipid barrier. mﬁm
" www.neateveryday.com/ Myntra ¥ WHERE: https./xtovia.com/ mml Eﬂ'"
Designed to deliver
Fashion Jewelle e
W andrepair, the.
Withits fattering fit and fluid Anexquisite expression of arity and product s specially
silhouette, the Sky Dress from refined craftsmanship, the Tanzanite developed for
Evierose’ EUrOpRan SUTIMEN s Beads Diamond Necklace. Ring and indivicuals dealing
Collection 2026 sdesigned for g% Earrings by Mobiar Fine Jewelery vith iy, rough. and
brunches, holidays, summer sairées, [ captures the enchanting beauty of one of rated feet.
and destination celebrations, the world's most coveted gemstones. * WHERE:
9 WHERE: https: /evierosen @ WHERE: hitps./mohariewelscom/ | httpsif
. Menswear e & | orytelling
| Redefining conternporary Khushiyan by Laksh
groomswear, Laromani Wedding Maheshwari explores
. (ollection 2026 seamlessly blends 2 fundamentals of human life,
age-old Indian raftsmanship © WHEN: July 25.8 pm
with ﬂ'I-DdErI‘I,EhaI[J silhauettes, I:D[]tWEﬂ[ @ WHERE: Bhaskaia
9 WHERE: https:/ Bright, playful, and Auditorium, Ambedkar .
laromaniofficial com/ effortlessly chic, the Daisy Colony MUSI[
Mae Colourful Cushioned ;)
Sliders by House of Vit Cive info soulful tunes and
SHEE'[WEM ate tisioned to i vibrant e&ﬁ;ﬂm Band
nwear game with comiort and artistry -
Uﬁfﬂ;ﬂgﬁm p;!nts from together. &) WHEN: luly 75, 9pm -
Technosport, designed for arelaed, 9 WHERE: hittps:/ 9 WHERE: Urban N
oversized fit and all-day comfort houseofuitticom/ Mayabazar, LB Nagar d
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Actress Shamita
Shetty's recent health
revelation sparked
conversations on
endometriosis and
perimenopause, as
experts explain
symptoms, diagnosis,
hormonal changes
and timely treatment

DARSHITA JAIN

OR vears, actress
Shamita Shetty be-
lieved that the pain
she experienced was
just another part of
being a woman. It
was only after living
with persistent symptoms and
struggling to get the right diag-
nosis that she discovered she
had endometriosis and was also
going through perimenopause,
Her story has resonated with
many women who continue to
dismiss severe period pain, fa-
tigue and hormonal changes as
something they simply have to
live with. Experts say recognis-
ing these symptoms early can
make a significant difference to
health and quality of life.

One of the biggest reasons for
delayed treatment is that many
symptoms are normalised. Ex-
plaining why this happens so
often, Dr Vimee Bindra, obste-
trician and gvnaecologist at
Apollo Hospitals, Jubilee Hills,
says, “Delayed diagno-
5is is common because
symptoms such as
painful periods, fatigue
and pelvic pain are of-
ten dismissed as a nor-
mal part of menstrua-
tion, Greater awareness
among women and
healthcare providers
1s essential for timely
diagnosis and
treatment.”

Hormones also play
an important role in

swings."”

Many women wonder where
normal period pain ends, and
something more serious begins.
Dr Vimee narrates, “Mild men-
strual cramps that improve with
routine pain relief are general-
Iy normal. However, severe pain
that disrupts daily life, worsens
over time, persists
bevond menstrua-
tion, or is associated
with painful inter-
course, bowel move-
ments or infertility
should never be 1g-
nored and reguires
medical evaluation.”

The early signs of
perimenopause can
also be easy to over-
look because they
vary from one woin-
an to another. Dr Vi

why these conditions t:ﬁh;:f,":ﬂ' ﬂhti; dya expresses, “Early
can feel so confusing.  withimegularcyeles,  Derimenopausal hor-
Dr Vidya Tickoo, con- hot flashes and mone changes are
sultant endoerinolo- moodchanges,while mild., Shorter or
gist and diabetologist endometriosis longer periods, heav-
at Yashoda Hospitals,  causespersistent  jor gr |ighter bleed-
Hitec City, explains,  Pelvicpain.Both o how hreast dis
“Although they do so ‘““ﬂmﬁ““ comfort, increased
in distinct ways, hor- PMS, sleep distur-
mones are crucial in Dr Vidya Tickoo bances, hot flashes,

both endometriosis
and perimencopause.
Endometriosis is an estrogen-
responsive disorder; changes in
estrogen can exacerbate pain
and bleeding, and it inereases
the growth and inflammation of
endometrial tissue outside the
uterns. Declining ovarian func-
tion and increasingly unpredict-
able levels of progesterone and
estrogen during the perimeno-
pause cause symptoms like hot
flashes, irregular periods, sleep
disturbances, and mood

or mood swings are
all possible symp-
toms for women. If yvour symp-
toms make it difficult for you to
go about your evervday life, if
your bleeding is heavy or pro-
tracted, or if you experience
new pelvic discomfort, heavy
bleeding, abrupt weight chang-
es, persistent exhaustion, or
mood issues, vou should consult
with a doctor.”

Living with untreated en-
dometriosis can affect much
more than monthly eveles, Dr

“Common

Vimee explains,
symptoms include severe men-
strual eramps, chronic pelvie

pain, painful inter.
course, heavy bleeding,
painful bowel move-
ments and infertility,
Left untreated, en-
dometriosis can signif-
icantly affect fertility,
emotional wellbeing,
work productivity and
overall quality of life,
Early diagnosis and
personalised freat-
ment help improve
long-term outcomes.”

n’s

ing a focused history and bie-
chemical testing.”

Doctors also point out that en-
domeiriosis and per-
imenopause can ex-
ist together. Dr
Vimee highlights,
“Both conditions
may cause pelvic dis-
comfort and men-
strual changes, Peri-
menopause is
typically associated
with irregular cy-
cles, hot flashes and
mood changes, while
endometriosis caus-

At the same time, r';:" ““‘“'I“"' ps persistent pelvic

hormonal symptoms :Hnrnr"m““{u““m pain. Both condi-
. y affect ; A

can overlap with other  garejiity, emotional  110TS can coexist.
conditions, making wellbeing, work Women’'s bodies
proper evaluation es- productivity and often send signals
sential, Dr Vidya overallqualityoflife longhefore a diagno-
states, “Perimeno- O Vi Bindra sis 18 made, Listen-
pause can be mistaken i ing to those signals,

for thyroid issues and
other endocrine diseases (such
as prolactinoma, adrenal abnor-
malities, or polycystic ovary
syndrome). Endocrinologists
differentiate between them us-

asking questions
and seeking a second opinion
from experts when symptoms
persist can help women receive
timely care instead of accepting
pain as their normal.

ANGCEA Rl

Decoding wome
hormonal

DARSHITA JAIN
AN wearing eyeliner,
kajal or mascara eve-
ry day really block
the tiny oil glands in
vour eyelids? A viral

social media reel showing a
woman undergoing evelid sur-
gery after wearing eve makeup
has left many people wonder-
ing if their everyday beauty
routine could be doing more
harm than good. While the vid-
eo has sparked concern, eve
specialists say there is more to
the story Makeup itself is not
usually the problem. Instead, it
is the way it is applied, removed
and cared for over time that can
make the difference.

Although the viral reel has
led many people to question
whether daily eve makeup is
safe, doctors say the claim
needs a bit more context. “The
concept requires refinement,
but it is partially true. Although
wearing makeup daily does not
always result in clogged oil
glands, it can exacerbate mel-
bomian gland blockage and dry
eye symptoms If it is applied
too close to the lash line, im-
properly removed, or paired
with oily cleansers and poor lid
hygiene,” explains Dr Bhanu
Prakash M, senior consultant
cataract, cornea and refractive
surgeon at Yashoda Hospitals.

From a makeup artist's per-
spective too, the products peo-
ple use and the habits they
adopt after applying makeup
matter just as much as the
makeup itself. “I think using
good quality products that are
actually tested and safe to use
on the skin, especially in sensi-
tive areas like the eyes, is im-
portant. Makeup should always
be removed before going to bed
because sleeping with it can
clog pores, cause breakouts,
and harm the skin if proper af-
tercare and skincare are not
followed,” says makeup artist
Kiran Ved.

Understanding the role of
these tiny glands also helps ex-
plain why they are so impor-
tant for eyve health. “The meibo-
mian glands are tiny oil glands
in the upper and lower eyelids
that help prevent tears from
evaporating too quickly. When
they get blocked, early signs
can include dry, burning, gritty;
irritated, or watery eyes and
eyelid redness,” says Dr
Bhanu.

While makeup has become
the focus of the conversation,
experts point out that blocked
oil glands are not something
only makeup users expe-
rience, “People who ap-
ply makeup are not the
only ones. Although
anybody can get it,
those with dry eves,
blepharitis, contact
lens wear, advanced f
age, and oceasion- v
ally specific drugs |

Sindhu Hospitals partners with PRIP Hyderabad

As healthcare edication increasingly shifts towards experiential and patient-
centred learning, Pulla Reddy Institute of Pharmacy (PRIP), Hyderabad, has

"_"\\-hl\I £ A\

f
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signed a Memarandum of Understanding (Mol)} with Sindhu Hospitals to
provide structured clinical training for students enrolled in its Doctor of
Pharmacy {PharmD} and PharmD {Post Baccalavreate ) programmes. The
partniership will enable students to undergo hands-on clinical training in a
hospltal environment, working alongside cliniclans and healthcare professionals
while galning practical exposure across general medicine, surgery, pediatrics,
obstetrics and gynecology, psychiatry, dermatology, and orthopedics.

La Derma Skin & Hair
Clinic comes to Hyd

La Derma Skin & Hair Clinic debuts
in Hyderabad with a new state-of-
the-art clinic at Gachibowli,
Inaugwated by Shilpa Reddy, Or
Khushbu Tantia, the launch was
also graced hy Tollywood director
Koratala Shiva, actress Madhulagna
Das, and several other distinguished
guests from the city's business,

APS Bniarum studarﬂ:
achievers felicitated

The felicitation ceremony to honour the
outstanding achievers of classes X and entertainment and social circle.
Xll'inthe CBSE Board Examination
2025-26 was held on 21 July 2026 in i

the Assemibly Area of Army Public " .

School Bolarum, The event was ‘

organised to celebrate the hard work,

perseverance, dedication, and '
exceptional academic achieverments of
our APS Bolarum students, i ¥

f-l"'-q_._‘_'

Run for SMA on Aug 9 at Gachibowli Stadium

Cure SMA Foundation of India, a parent-led registered non-profit organization
dedicated to supporting Individuals and families affected by Spinal Muscular
Atrophy (5MA), announcad the Gth edition of Run for SMA 2026, scheduled to
be hald on August 9 at Gachibowll Stadiwnn.

Resonance records a double victory in NEET UG
2026 rnlulu in H'ﬂl erabad

Resonance Junior Colleges, Hyderabad,
has delivered an exceptional
performance in the MEET 2026 results,
with its students securing remarkable
ranks at both the national and
Hyderabad levels. Himanshu Kumar
ermerged as the National Topper,
securing AIR 4 in the GEN-EWS category
and AIR 117 in the open category, with an outstanding score of 690 out of 720
marks. Adding to this achiewverment, Atipamula Bhargava emerged as the
Hyderabad topper, securing AIR 68 in the OBC-NCL category and AIR 268 in the
open category, with an impressive score of 680 oot of 720 marks.

LELLE L, L .

RAIN health isn't just
an issue of old age, it
begins in early child-
hood and requires care

through every stage of
life. On World Brain Day (July
223, observed this year under
the theme ‘Brain Health: Ac-
cess for All', CE speaks to neu-
rologists about protecting the
brain from childhood through
adulthood and into the senior
Vears.

Building healthy brains

Dr Ranjith G, consultant neu-
rologist at Apollo Hospitals, Fi-
nancial District, says, “The
first five years are crucial be-
cause the brain develops rap-
idly through nutrition, respon-
sive parenting, adequate sleep,
play, and a stimulating environ-
ment, Talking, reading, sing-
ing, and positive interactions
strengthen neural connections,
while chronic stress, malnutri-
tion, infections, and neglect
can negatively affect learning,
behaviour, and overall brain
development.”

One growing concern is ex-
cessive screen exposure, “Ex-
cessive screen time, especially
inchildren under five, is linked
to delaved language develop-
ment, shorter attention span,
poorer sleep, and reduced so-
cial interaction. High-quality
educational content, limited
sereen exposure, and active pa-
rental engagement help mini-
mise risks while supporting
healthy cognitive and emotion-
al development,” he says.

Parents should also pay close
attention to developmental
milestones. Delaved speech,

POOr eye con-
tact, limited
social inter-
action, fre-
guent falls,
abnormal
movements,
loss of previ-
ously ac-
quired skills,
or persistent

Dr Ramakrishna
Chowdhary Y

{1

Kohl-ed truths

or environmental exposure are
more likely to have it; cosmetic
abuse may be an additional
trigger rather than the only
cause,” he explains,

That is why everyday make-
up hygiene deserves as much
attention as the produects them-
selves, Kiran savs
people often overlook
the importance of
cleaning the tools that
come into contact
with their skin and
eves, “Brushes, spong:
es and applicators
need to be cleaned
regularly because
they can collect bac-
teria and even fun-
gus over time. If you
do not have time to
wash them every day, alcohol
based brush sanitisers can be
used in between, but brushes
should still be washed at least
once a week and replaced if
they are damaged or show signs
of fungal growth.” she
EXPresses,

Thoroughly removing make-
up Is another habit that experts
believe should never be skipped.
“Highly pigmented kajal, mas-
cara and eveliner often need
more than one cleanse, Double
cleansing is non-negotiable,
. Start with an oil-based cleans-
A erorcleansing balm, then fol-
low it with a gentle face
wash. No matter how
., tired yvou are, never

Or Bhanu Prakash M

Kiran Ved

sleep with makeup on. Remov-
ing it completely is just as im-
portant as brushing vour teeth
before bed,” Kiran adds.

The way makeup is applied
can also influence eve health
over time. “Keep eveliner and
kajal away from the waterline,
aviaid sharing eye
cosmetics, replace
old products regular-
ly. and never sleep
with makeup on,”
narrates Dr Bhanu.

[iven if a blockage
does occur, doctors
say it can usually be
treated suecessfully

if addressed earlv
“Warm compresses,
eyelid massage, lid
hygiene and Iubri-
cating drops helpmost patients.
Surgery is typically only rec-
pmmended when conservative
treatment is ineffective for a
persistent chalazion or refrac-
tory blocked gland, or when the
lump continues to recur or im-
pairs wvision,” Dr Bhanu
acknowledges,

The viral reel may have start-
ed the conversation, but experts
say it should not be a reason to
fear eve makeup altogether. In-
stead, it is a reminder that
healthy eves depend on simmple,
consistent habits. Choosing re-
liable products, keeping brush-
es clean, removing makeup
properly every night and pay-
ing attention to early signs of
discomfort can go a long way in
protecting your eyes,

able part of
modern
work life, but
Dr Ram-
akrishna
Chowdhary
Y, HOD, neu-
rosurgery at
Arete Hospi-
tals, savs
chronic

Or Ranjith &

learning dif-
ficulties should not be ignored.
“Early diagnosis and interven-
tion significantly improve long-
term developmental and neuro-
logical outcomes,” he adds.

Bevond limiting screen time,
he recommends simple every-
day habits; “Parents should en-
courage daily physical activity,
regular sleep, balanced nutri-
tion, reading, storytelling, crea-
tive play, and meaningful con-
versations. Outdoor play, social
interaction, positive family
bonding, consistent routines
and a nurturing home environ-
ment are essential for healthy
brain growth.”

The overworked brain
Stress has become an unavoid-

stress with-
out recovery can gradually af-
fect brain function. “A certain
amount of stress helps us stay
alert and productive. The prob-
lem begins when there's no op-
portunity for the brain to re-
cover, If someone 15 constantly
juggling deadlines, sleeping
poorly and living under pres-
sure for months, concentration,
memory and emotional control
naturally begin to suffer,” he
notes.

Many yvoung adults
complain of "brain fog’
and forgetfulness. “In
many cases, this isn't
because the brain is
failing — it's be-
cause it is exhanst-
ed,”™ he explains,

Poor sleep, excessive work
hours, constant digital stimula-
tion and emotional stress are
often responsible. and symp-
toms usually improve when
these factors are corrected.
However, worsening memory
problems that interfere with
daily life or occur alongside
headaches, seizures, weakness,
speech or behavioural changes
require medical evaluation.

Sleep, he siresses, is the
brain’s maintenance period,
when memories are consolidat-
ed and waste products cleared,
Chronic sleep deprivation.
combined with sedentary life-
styles and long working hours,
also contributes to hyvperten-
sion, diabetes and obesity —
major risk factors for stroke
and cognitive decline. “The
brain relies on a healthy net-
work of blood vessels for oxy-
zen and nutrients. High blood
pressure and diabetes damage
these vessels over time, and
we're increasingly diagnosing
these conditions in people in
their thirties and forties,” he
SAVS.

His advice is straightfor-
watd: “Don’'t compromise on
sleep, Stay physically active,
Know vour blood pressure,
blood sugar and cholesterol
levels. Choose fresh, home-
prepared meals over proce-
essed foods, and make time
to disconnect from work.
Small, sustained lifestvle

choices made in our

Or S K laiswal

thirties and forties often deter-
mine how well the brain func-
tions decades later.”

Ageing well

Occasional forgetfulness is a
normal part of ageing, but Dr§
K Jaiswal, elinical director and
HOD - neuralogy at Care Hos-
pitals, Banjara Hills, sayvs de-
mentia is very different. He ex-
plains, “If a person frequently
forgets important events, re-
peats the same gquestions, gets
confused in familiar places,
struggles with dally activities,
or shows changes in behaviour
or personality, it should not be
ignored. Dementia is not a nor-
mal part of ageing.”

As India’s population ages,
doctors are seeing more cases
of dementia, parkinson's dis-
ease and stroke, alongside life-
style conditions such as hyper-
tension, diabetes, obesity and
heart disease that increase neu-
rological risk.

The good news, savs Dr
Jaiswal, is that prevention is
possible at any age. He also
highlights the crucial role of
families in recognising early
warning signs and supporting
treatment through medication
adherence, healthy meals, fol-
low-up visits and encouraging
physical and mental activity

Above all, he urges people to
stop dismissing memory loss as
an inevitable consequence of
ageing, He concludes, “While
ageing can bring some changes
In memory, severe memaory
problems, confusion or difficul-
ty carrying out everyday tasks
should never be ignored. Many
brain conditions can be treated
or managed better if they are
detected early”
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Balqkrishna _suffers Injury
during Kakinada shoot

NDIAN

WEDNESDAY
XPRESS

22.07.2026

SLXpress

4

[ CTOR-politician Nan-
damuri Balakrishna
suffered a minor leg
injury while shooting
for his upcoming film
at the Kakinada Port.
According to initial
reports, the incident took place
during the filming of an action
sequence featuring Balakrish-
na and Manchu Manoj. Reports
say Balakrishna slipped while
performing the stunt and in-
jured his leg. The shoot was
halted immediately, and the ac-
tor was rushed to a nearby hos-
pital in Kakinada. Doctors ex-
amined him and conducted
scans to assess the injury.

Directed by Gopichand Ma-
lineni, the film is tentatively
titled NBK111 and is currently
being shot in and around Kaki-
nada. Known for performing
his own action sequences with-
out relying on body doubles,
Balakrishna reportedly chose
to do the stunt himself on this
occasion as well.

Manchu Manoj plays the an-
tagonist in the film, and the ac-
tion sequence being filmed is
said to be a crucial confronta-
tion between the two charac-
ters. After receiving first aid,
Balakrishna was taken to the
hospital, where doctors report-
edly advised him to rest for a
few days. This marks the sec-
ond collaboration between
Balakrishna and Gopichand
Malineni after the blockbuster
Veera Simha Reddy.

Kajal Aggarwal plays the fe-
male lead in NBK111, reuniting
with Balakrishna after their
successful outing in Bhaga-
vanth Kesari. Although Nayan-
thara was initially announced
as the heroine, reports suggest
Kajal later replaced her.

Meanwhile, Balakrishna re-
cently launched another project
with director Koratala Siva in
Amaravati. Once he recovers
and completes NBK111, he is
expected to begin work on the
Koratala Siva directorial.

Apart from his film commit-
ments, Balakrishna continues
to serve as the MLA from the
Hindupur Assembly constitu-
ency, a seat he has won for the

Actor-politician Nandamuri Balakrishna sustaihed a minor |
leg injury while shooting for his upcoming film with director
Gopichand Malineni in Kaklnada e

third consecutive term. He also
serves as the Chairman of the
Basavatarakam Indo-American
Cancer Hospital and Research
Institute in Hyderabad.

The team has given an offi-
cial statement about Balakrish-
na’s injury. “During the filming
of an intense action sequence
for #NBK111 in Kakinada, Nan-

damuri Balakrishna Garu sus-
tained a minor muscle tear. As
advised by the medical team,
he will undergo a minor surgi-
cal procedure to ensure a swift
and complete recovery. His un-
wavering dedication, disci-
pline, and passion for cinema
continue to inspire everyone
on the sets of #NBK111,” said

"3
s

the statement.

It further stated that it is a
routine procedure. “The proce-
dure is routine, and there is ab-
solutely no cause for concern.
We wish him a speedy recovery
and look forward to welcoming
him back to the sets very soon.
— TEAM NBK111,” added the
statement.

Nagarjuna: Honouring
release date is important

ELEBRATIONS over
Lenin’s tremendous suc-
cess are still not over in
the Akkineni family.
Rightly so, as the film
marked Akhil’s first commer-
cial success in almost a decade.
The film’s latest success cele-
bration was attended by Na-
garjuna, along with his sons
Chaitanya and Akhil.

As part of the celebrations,
the makers honoured distribu-
tors and exhibitors by present-
ing them with shields. “In the
past, we used to celebrate a
film’s success by inviting dis-
tributors and exhibitors and
presenting them with shields.
Now, we are once again organ-
ising such a celebration for
Lenin, which gives me a won-
derful feeling. When I heard
that the film is still running
with houseful boards in thea-
tres, my heart was filled with
joy,” Nagarjuna said at the suc-
cess meet.

He thanked veteran writer
Satyanand for his valuable
contribution to the film. “Writ-
er Satyanand garu’s inputs
were immensely valuable to
the story. We also had several
discussions with Ramajogayya
Sastry garu regarding the

songs. I must especially appre-
ciate our Annapurna post-pro-
duction team,” he said.
Nagarjuna also spoke about
the worrying trend of delayed
film releases in Tollywood and
advised post-production teams
to give ample time to colour-
ists. “Even if we hand over the
film to our colourist just two
days before release, they deliv-
er outstanding output. Imagine
the quality they can achieve if
they get the film two weeks in
advance. I sincerely request all
filmmakers to give the post-
production team at least two
weeks before release,” he said.
He drove his point home
about release delays, citing
Christopher Nolan’s sincerity
in sticking to the release date
of his recent epic drama The
Odyssey. “They announced the
release date of The Odyssey a
year in advance and are stick-
ing to it. We also announce re-
lease dates, but we keep post-
poning our films several times.
Even Lenin was postponed a
few times. I don’t understand
why we can’t stick to the origi-
nal release date. It is important
that everyone honours the
dates they announce,” he said,
alsorecalling the healthy prac-

tice that Tollywood once used
to follow. “There was a time
when we used to watch the fi-
nal copy of a film almost a
month before its release. Un-
fortunately, that doesn’t hap-
pen anymore.”

Speaking about Lenin’s suc-
cess, Nagarjuna praised the
entire cast and crew. “Every
actor has performed brilliant-
ly. Everyone worked on this
project with immense love,
and the audience and fans have
returned that love in abun-
dance. Akhil has been waiting
for this kind of affection and
these cheers for a long time. I
don’t know how it feels for all
of you (fans), but for me, Akhil
and Chaitanya, it feels like a
festival. Our home is filled
with happiness,” he said.

Nagarjuna concluded by
thanking the audience for em-
bracing the film. “There is no
greater joy than receiving
phone calls from exhibitors
and distributors saying the
film is doing well. It makes us
even happier when they tell us
they are increasing the number
of shows. My heartfelt thanks
to the audience and fans for
making Lenin such a huge suc-
cess,” he said.

Pullman to
star in Guilty
Creatures

ECENTLY, we reported
that Julia Garner is star-
ring in an Apple TV+ se-
ries titled Guilty Crea-
tures. Now, actor Lewis
Pullman has joined it in a lead
role. This marks Pullman’s first
television role since 2023’s Ap-
ple TV+ series Lessons in Chem-
istry. The series is based on
Guilty Creatures: Sex, God, and
Murder in Tallahassee, Florida,
a true-crime book by Mikita
Brottman. Writer Sarah De-
Lappe is working on the screen
adaptation. Also part of the
project are director Craig
Gillespie and showrunner Stu-
art Zicherman. Guilty Creatures
explores the story of torridlove
between an adulterous and God-
fearing couple who commit a
murder. It explores the complex
lives of the couple and the emo-
tional impact of the murder on
them for 18 years. The lovers at
the heart of the story are played
by Pullman and Garner, accord-
ing to reports.

Saailu to direct Sumanth Prabhas in his next

IRECTOR Saailu Kaam-
pati, who made an im-
pressive debut with
Raju Weds Rambai, has
officially launched his
second directorial venture. It
stars actor Sumanth Prabhas
in the lead role and was
launched on Monday.

The new project marks Pro-
duction No 10 of Sree
Venkateswara Cinemas
(Puskur Ram Mohan Rao and
Bharat Narang), adding anoth-
er promising film to the ban-
ner's growing slate.

For his second outing as a di-
rector, Saailu Kaampati has
written a rustic entertainer
that blends romance, humour
and emotion. Set against the
backdrop of a small town, the
film promises a breezy love sto-
ry filled with relatable charac-
ters, rooted emotions and
wholesome entertainment.

Kidman’s
Discretion adds
Josh Lucas

HE legal drama Discre-

tion, starring Nicole

Kidman and Elle Fan-

ning, is expanding as

Josh Lucas joins the
star cast. Based on Chandler
Baker’s short story of the same
name, Discretion follows the
conflict between Lenny (Fan-
ning), a summer associate with
a prestigious Dallas law firm,
and Sharon (Kidman), the
firm’s most powerful partner,
after she discovers a web of
Non-Disclosure Agreements
that mask an uncomfortable
truth. The conflict derails the
mentor-protege relationship
and throws questions like: who
gets to keep secrets, and at
what cost? Lucas plays Greg, a

lawyer and husband of Kid-
man’s corporate law partner
caught in the dark web of
NDAs. A24 is producing the
eight-episode series ordered by
Paramount+ in October 2025.

Known for his performances
in Ford v Ferrari, Sweet Home
Alabama, American Psycho
and Lincoln Lawyer, Lucas
was recently seen in the hit se-
ries Yellowstone.

NAMRATA JOSHI

RANIAN filmmaker Shah-

ram Mokri’s Tajiki Persian-

Russian language film, Black

Rabbit White Rabbit, begins

with afamous tenet from the
legendary Russian writer An-
ton Chekov, “If the pistol was
not going to be fired, it would
not be hung upon the wall,”
broadly implying that any ele-
ment or object consciously in-
troduced in the narrative,
should fulfil its function and
not be around for no useful
reason. Or else it’d be a be-
trayal of the reader/audience
expectations.

Mokri follows the rule strin-
gently in his bewildering film
in which guns and misfired
shots tie up disconnected
lives, settings and events. As
do white and black rabbits
and some baffling doppelgang-
ers. Not to mention a badly
injured woman, recovering
from a car crash, Sara (Hasti
Mohammai), who is wrapped
up in bandages yet for some
strange reason is moving

around with perfect ease. Not
just that, she even wonders if
she’d hit upon a human being
once the bandages are
unwrapped.

A gun deal in an antique
shop, over an original Italian
and its Chinese knock off,
comes to an unfortunate end
with an accidental death. Sara
1s having issues with her dom-
inating husband only to get
additionally worked up with
the car company representa-
tive’s assessment that the mis-
hap may not have been due to
her carelessness but tamper-
ing with the brake oil. If that
weren’t enough, the delivery
of a gun, which Sara claims to
have not ordered, creates fur-
ther rift between the couple.
Meanwhile, a gun does the
rounds on the sets of the re-
make of a classic Iranian se-
ries and has Babak (Babak Ka-
rimi), the props manager,
fearing it might be real and
doubly worried for not having
tested it earlier. Also lurking
around is a young actress (Ki-
briyo Dilyobova) who dodges

Sh()t in the dark o

her mother to audition for a
role. Acting, however, is not
quite all about pulling a rabbit
out of the magician’s hat that
she mistakenly assumes it
for.

The Tajikistan-UAE co-pro-

BLACK RABBIT WHITE RABBIT

duction had its world premiere
at the Busan International
Film Festival and has travelled
to several other international
festivals since then. The meta
narrative itself has a similar
roving spirit and meandering

structure to it with the action
moving between varied spaces
and timelines, shifting be-
tween the past and the present.
Morteza Gheidi’s camera adds
to the momentum in the long
takes as it follows and keeps

the writer explores the
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pace with the busy characters
at the shoot and captures the
bustling energy and chaos of
the location.

Co-written by Nasim Ah-
madpour and Mokri, the sur-
real script plays with the audi-
ence's mind as to what is real
and what is an illusion and
spotlights the wonderful ma-
nipulation that the medium of
cinema itself is supposed to
be. The retakes and the multi-
ple angles used for shooting
the same scenes add to the vis-
ual texture. Amir Esbati's pro-

duction design doesn’t just
evoke the sense of place but
plays a vital role in adding to
the element of fantasy and si-
multaneously revealing the
reality behind it. Breaking the
fourth wall physically, as it
were.

Having said that, the film,
which eventually turns out to
be about its own making,
doesn’t come together well en-
tirely, neither on screen, nor
in the audience’s mind. It gets
too protracted and intricate
for its own good and feels pop-
ulated with too many super-
fluous characters. Its con-
sciously confounding nature
and moving around in circles
fascinates and intrigues for
its visual appeal but leaves
with many unanswered ques-
tions and eventually a sense
of distance and disinterest in
the characters and the goings-
on. After a point you give up
trying to solve the puzzle. An
eminently watchable film that
is audacious and layered but
spirals out of control to turn
inscrutable and challenging.
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