
HYDERABAD � WEDNESDAY � JULY 22, 2026 � `9.00 � PAGES 16 � LATE CITY EDITION

NOT A ‘DRY DAY’
■  Rain lashed Hyderabad through 

the day, with tra�c snarls being 
reported from Hitec City, Jubilee 
Hills and Begumpet

■  Kotapalle in Mancherial district 
received the highest rainfall in 
Telangana at 12.4 cm, followed 
by Kannepalli (12.3 cm), Tandur 
(12 cm) and Bellampalli (11 cm)

Citizens shield themselves from 
the rain near Tourism Plaza in 
Begumpet, Hyderabad, on Tuesday  
|  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN
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FORECAST
Cloudy

Sunrise 05.52 am

Sunset 06.52 pm

Moonrise 01.01 pm

Moonset --.--

MAX

280C
MIN

230C
WEATHER 

WATCH

ALMANAC TODAY
 Wednesday: 22/07/2026  Year: Sri Parabhava  Aayanam: Uttarayanam

 Rutuvu: Grishma  Masam: Ashada  Paksham: Shukla  Tithi: Navami --.-- 
 Nakshatram: Swati 11.03 pm  Durmuhurtham: 11.57 am - 12.49 pm 

  Varjyam: 05.16 am - 07.03+ am  Rahukaalam: 12.00 pm - 01.30 pm

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S
22nd July : At the Turn of the Season The season of the 
crab cast illumination inward to ask: How do I protect 

and nourish life? Leo season says: Great. Now what 
are you going to (SET ITAL)do(END ITAL) with that 

life? Today begins in Cancer and ends in Leo, with 
the tone change to prove it. It’s as though the cosmic 

lighting cue was: BLACKOUT. LIGHTS UP ON A NEW 
SET. So what does the switch mean for you?

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH  
OUR UNIQUE PUZZLE
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SU DO KU

CROSS WORD

ACROSS DOWN
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UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.
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YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

  1 Van driver’s warning on
 one side of the building (9)
  8 Swiss river heron in distress (5)
  9 She’ll have flowers
 left or in hand (7)
  10 Aim to be awkward? (6)
  11 Seem a very quiet listener (6)
  12 Last despite great e�orts (5,3)
  15 I can head this way for the ranch (8)
  18 Almost none start before time (6)
  20 Close so ran back
 to a disturbance (6)
  21 Ardent Olympian
 getting a look in (7)
  22 Less in sum perhaps (5)
  23 I can act it out providing
 one plans the moves (9)

Across:�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
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Down:����������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

  2 Part of a ship or dock (5)
  3 With the organ study
 over got paid employment (6)
  4 When the others fall
 don’t let yourself do so (8)
  5 A singer in a trio? (6)
  6 Flowers say gone astray (7)
  7 Good breeding quality (9)
  11 Many cheer the
 reformation of Satan (9)
  13 Wing patterns have changed (8)
  14 Making a record - from scratch? (7)
  16 Possibly it goes to a selfish type (6)
  17 Pungent plant the Italian
 found in rock climbing (6)
  19 The French atmosphere
 comes from her (5)

JUMBLE
BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK
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Heavy rains lash state, traffic in city hit
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

HEAVY rains lashed Hydera-
bad on Tuesday, triggering 
widespread waterlogging and 
bringing traffic to a crawl 
across several parts of  the city. 
Commuters faced long delays 
on major stretches, including 
Hitec City and Jubilee Hills, as 
inundated roads caused severe 
traffic snarls during peak 
hours.

Across Telangana, heavy to 
very heavy rainfall was record-
ed over the past 24 hours. Kota-
palle in Mancherial district re-
ceived the highest rainfall at 
12.4 cm, followed by Kannepalli 
(12.3 cm), Tandur (12 cm) and 
Bellampalle (11 cm), all in Man-
cherial district. Several other 
districts also recorded wide-
spread rainfall. On Tuesday, 
the highest was recorded in 
Nandigama of  Rangareddy dis-
trict at 5.6 cm.

The India Meteorological De-

partment (IMD) has issued a 
heavy rain alert for parts of  
north and northeast Telangana 
on Wednesday. 

According to the Meteorolog-
ical Centre here, fairly wide-
spread rainfall accompanied by 
thunderstorms is expected 
across Telangana over the next 
two days. Rainfall activity is 
likely to reduce thereafter.

The weather conditions are 
being influenced by the mon-
soon trough, which now ex-
tends from Sri Ganganagar, Ro-

htak, Hamirpur, Sidhi, Ranchi 
and Digha, before stretching 
southeastwards towards the 
northwest Bay of  Bengal up to 
an altitude of  1.5 km above 
mean sea level.

The IMD said an upper air 
cyclonic circulation persists 
over the west-central Bay of  
Bengal and adjoining north 
coastal Andhra Pradesh be-
tween 5.8 km and 7.6 km above 
mean sea level, providing fa-
vourable conditions for rainfall 
over Telangana.

TG high on PGI, poor in 
learning outcomes, infra
State secures 28.8% marks in learning outcomes, quality category

M E G H N A  N A T H  @ Hyderabad

TELANGANA may have sig-
nificantly improved its position 
in the Ministry of  Education’s 
Performance Grading Index 
(PGI) 2.0 over the past four 
years, but weak learning out-
comes and inadequate school 
infrastructure continue to 
hamper the quality of  educa-
tion in the state.

These concerns came to the 
fore during a two-day state-level 
residential orientation pro-
gramme on the PGI, organised 
by the Telangana School Educa-
tion Department, where a draft 
analysis of  the state’s PGI per-
formance was presented to dis-
trict-level education officials.

According to the analysis, 
Telangana climbed from 31st to 
18th among 28 states and eight 
Union Territories between 
2021-22 and 2025-26, with its 
overall PGI score improving 
from 479.9 to 599.7.

However, the state’s weakest 
performance was in the Learn-
ing Outcomes and Quality cat-
egory, the highest-weighted 
component of  the PGI frame-
work. Telangana secured only 
69 out of  240 marks (28.8%), 
ranking 26th nationally. The 
low score suggests that im-
provements in enrolment and 
access to schools have not 
translated into better learning 
outcomes for students.

The report also identified in-

frastructure and facilities as 
another area requiring urgent 
attention. Telangana scored 
91.9 out of  190 marks (48.4 per 
cent), ranking 20th in the coun-
try. The findings suggest that 
many government schools con-
tinue to lack adequate class-
rooms, laboratories, libraries, 
drinking water, sanitation fa-
cilities and other basic ameni-
ties. Although infrastructure 
indicators have shown gradual 
improvement over the past five 
years, they remain below the 
levels achieved by the country’s 
top-performing states.

Learning outcomes, the re-
port noted, remained largely 
stagnant for three consecutive 
years before showing some im-
provement recently. However, 
the gains have not been sub-
stantial enough to improve the 
state’s standing in the national 
rankings.

According to the education 
department, an orientation 
programme was organised to 
equip district-level officials 
with a better understanding of  

the PGI framework, its indica-
tors, data requirements and im-
plementation strategies. The 
exercise is expected to strength-
en district-level planning, mon-
itoring and evidence-based in-
terventions aimed at improv-
i n g  Te l a n g a n a ’s  f u t u re 
performance. 

Each district was represent-
ed by a seven-member team 
comprising district education-
al officer, district planning co-
ordinator, district quality coor-
dinator, assistant statistical 
coordinator, one best-perform-
ing mandal educational officer, 
one best-performing school 
complex headmaster or head-
mistress, and one best-perform-
ing cluster resource person.

“The state now needs sus-
tained investment in founda-
tional literacy and numeracy, 
teacher capacity building, reg-
ular assessment and academic 
mentoring rather than concen-
trating only on physical expan-
sion,” said R Venkataiah, an 
educationist.

Another expert , M Ravinder, 
said providing classrooms and 
digital infrastructure is impor-
tant, but these investments 
must be complemented by ef-
fective classroom practices, 
teacher support and continu-
ous monitoring. Unless learn-
ing outcomes improve, higher 
PGI scores alone will not reflect 
m e a n i n g f u l  e d u c at i o n a l 
progress.

Ramsar tag eludes TG wetlands as India reaches 100 sites
K H Y A T I  S H A H  @ Hyderabad

INDIA has expanded its net-
work of  wetlands of  interna-
tional importance to 100 Ram-
sar sites, but Telangana remains 
without one, despite 25 new ad-
ditions between 2023 and 2026.

The contrast is stark. Andhra 
Pradesh has one Ramsar site, 
Karnataka four, Maharashtra 
three, Chhattisgarh one, Odisha 
six and Tamil Nadu 20. Overall, 
26 states and Union Territories 
now have at least one Ramsar 
wetland, leaving Telangana 
among the few without interna-
tional recognition.

This is despite Telangana 
having more than 13,000 wet-
lands covering nearly five lakh 
hectares, according to the Na-
tional Wetland Inventory. These 

include reservoirs, urban lakes 
and rural tanks that support 
groundwater recharge, flood 
mitigation, biodiversity and mi-
gratory birds.

The Telangana State Wetland 
Authority (TGSWA), constitut-
ed in 2018 under the Wet-
lands (Conservation and 
Management) Rules, 
was tasked with identi-
fying and protecting 
wetlands. Activists, 
however,  say little 
progress has been made.

“In 2024, five wetlands 
were shortlisted and discussed 
in a State Wetland Authority 
meeting, but since then there 
has been no clarity on whether 
any proposal was formally 
moved forward,” a source said.

She said the absence of  regu-

lar authority meetings and pub-
lic updates suggested the proc-
ess had either stalled or was 
still under review.

Environmentalists blamed 
unchecked urbanisation, par-
ticularly around Hyderabad, for 

degrading wetlands. “Flood-
ing is more visible in high-

ly urbanised areas where 
natural drainage and 
lakes have been disrupt-
ed. Wetlands themselves 

are not the cause of  
floods; their destruction 

is,” the source said.
Environmentalist Donthi 

Narasimha Reddy said wet-
lands are vital for climate resil-
ience. “Wetlands help regulate 
temperature, recharge ground-
water and support biodiversity. 
Rising heat levels even during 

winter months show how ur-
gently we need to protect water 
bodies,” he said.

A senior forest department of-
ficial said Ramsar recognition 
involves strict ecological crite-
ria and detailed studies. “Two 
wetland proposals were earlier 
submitted to the Centre. We are 
working on proposals, and once 
the first site is completed, the 
process for others will become 
easier,” the official said.

Experts say Ramsar status 
would strengthen conservation, 
improve monitoring, curb en-
croachments and pollution, and 
support eco-tourism and local 
livelihoods. With India now 
having 100 Ramsar sites, Telan-
gana’s continued absence is 
likely to renew scrutiny of  its 
wetland conservation efforts.

Chilkur Balaji  temple priests perform Varuna Japam in Gandipet lake in Hyderabad

Gold worth  
`10 cr without 
hallmark seized
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Warangal

THE Hyderabad branch of  the 
Bureau of  Indian Standards 
(BIS) conducted a search opera-
tion at a jewellery store in 
Warangal on Tuesday and 
seized around 7.875 kg of  gold 
jewellery worth nearly `10 
crore for allegedly violating 
mandatory hallmarking norms 
under the BIS Act, 2016.

The search was carried out 
by a BIS team led by Deputy Di-
rectors K Kavin and Vijayraj 
Barber under the directions of  
PV Srikanth, Director and 
Head of  the BIS Hyderabad 
Branch Office.

The gold jewellery included 
necklace sets, rings, chains, 
earrings and other ornaments. 
According to a BIS release, hall-
marking is mandatory in 13 dis-
tricts of  Telangana, including 
Warangal and Hanamkonda.

Gig workers announce 
flash strike during  
peak hours today

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

APP-BASED cab drivers, auto 
drivers, goods transport driv-
ers and delivery workers across 
Telangana will observe a 
statewide flash strike on 
Wednesday, disrupting ride-
hailing, food delivery, grocery 
delivery and logistics services 
during peak demand hours.

The protest centres on 
long-pending demands 
for fair remuneration 
and stronger regula-
tion of  aggregator plat-
forms. Workers are de-
manding a minimum 
base fare along with re-
vised per-kilometre and per-
minute rates for app-based 
transport services. They have 
also sought immediate notifica-
tion of  the Telangana Gig and 
Platform Workers Rules, con-
stitution of  a welfare board, 
and implementation of  mini-
mum fares under the Motor Ve-
hicle Aggregator Guidelines 
(MVAG), 2025, instead of  allow-
ing aggregator companies to fix 
fares unilaterally.

The forum has warned that 
if  the government and aggrega-
tor companies fail to address 
their demands, workers will 
launch an indefinite statewide 
strike after August 8.

The one-day “Breakdown 
Flash Strike”, called by the Te-
langana App-Based Drivers Fo-
rum (TADF), is expected to im-
pact services operated through 
platforms including Ola, Uber, 

Rapido, Swiggy, Zomato, 
Zepto, Blinkit and Por-
ter. According to Telan-
gana Gig and Platform 
Workers Union (TGP-
WU) president Shaik 

Salauddin, more than 
two lakh gig and platform 

workers are expected to partici-
pate in the protest in the state.

The strike will be demand-
based, with drivers and deliv-
ery partners staying offline 
during peak booking hours, re-
sulting in longer waiting times 
and reduced availability of  
cabs, autos and delivery serv-
ices. Commuters travelling to 
airports and railway stations 
have been advised to make al-
ternate travel arrangements.

Sulphule takes 
charge as RPO

Hyderabad: 
Madhav 
Rachayya 
Sulphule 
assumed 
charge as the 
new regional 
passport 

officer (RPO) and head of 
office, Hyderabad. He took 
charge on Monday. Prior to 
taking charge as Hyderabad 
RPO, Madhav, a 2014 batch 
Indian Foreign Service officer, 
served as first secretary in the 
Political and Consular wings at 
the Embassy of India in Paris.

Madhav Rachayya 
Sulphule

Trainee IPS officer moves HC to quash FIR in sexual assault case
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

TRAINEE IPS officer Mulagani 
Uday Krishna Reddy has ap-
proached the Telangana High 
Court seeking to quash an FIR 
registered against him on alle-
gations of  sexual harassment, 
assault, criminal intimidation 
and offences under the Infor-
mation Technology Act.

He filed a criminal petition 
challenging the FIR registered 
on July 18, 2026, at Attapur po-
lice station under Sections 74, 
75, 77, 78, 79, 127(2) and 351(2) 

of  BNS, 2023, and Sections 66E 
and 67A of  the IT Act, 2000.

The complaint was lodged by 
a fellow trainee IPS officer 
alleging that since June 
23, 2026, Uday had sub-
jected her to continu-
ous harassment by 
sending sexually abu-
sive WhatsApp messag-
es, using derogatory lan-
guage and making offensive 
remarks about her in the pres-
ence of  fellow trainees. She 
also alleged that he forcibly 
took her mobile phone, com-

pelled her to disclose its pass-
word, confined her in his room, 
assaulted her by pulling her 

hair, attempted to stran-
gulate her, threatened 
her with a knife and 
prevented her from 
leaving. She also al-
leged that he secretly 

recorded a private video 
of  her and forwarded it to 

her husband to blackmail and 
intimidate her.

In his quash petition, Uday 
contended that the allegations 
were false and arose from a 

consensual relationship that 
later deteriorated. He relied on 
photographs and videos to con-
tend that the relationship was 
consensual and to dispute the 
allegations of  force and 
coercion.

Meanwhile, doctors at Jayan-
thi Super Specialty Hospital, 
where Uday was admitted on 
Monday, said on Tuesday that 
he was stable and likely to be 
discharged on Wednesday.

Doctors said body samples 
sent for examination tested 
negative for poison and drugs, 

and indicated only an overdose 
of  alcohol. 

According to the doctors, he 
is suspected to have lost con-
sciousness due to excessive al-
cohol consumption. 

Meanwhile, Hyderabad Po-
lice Commissioner VC Sajjanar 
visited the SVPNPA on Tues-
day and inquired about the in-
cident. The police department 
has handed over the investiga-
tion to Inspector Jyothsna, who 
will work under the supervi-
sion of  Women Safety DCP P 
Lavanya Naik Jadav.

Centenary of fireworks industry 
Hyderabad: The Telangana Fireworks Dealers 
Association (TEFDA) will celebrate the centenary of 
the Indian fireworks industry by organising a two-
day event, “Sataabdi Utsav,” at People’s Plaza on 
July 25 and 26. The event will bring together 
fireworks manufacturers, dealers, traders and other 
stakeholders from across the country to celebrate 
the event and plan its future growth. The 
association noted that the Indian fireworks industry 
has evolved into a major source of livelihood, 
providing jobs to more than eight lakh people.

TGTET for in-service teachers 
Hyderabad: The Telangana School Education 
Department has announced the first-ever 
Telangana Teacher Eligibility Test (TGTET) 
exclusively for in-service teachers. Online 
applications will be accepted from July 22 to July 
29, while the exam will be conducted between 
September 7 and 11. The special TGTET is meant 
only for teachers working in government, local body 
and welfare residential schools, the Telangana 
Residential Educational Institutions Society 
(TGREIS), and Model Schools.

EXPRESS READ



T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court has 
made it clear that private hos-
pitals allotted public land at 
concessional rates are legally 
bound to provide free treat-
ment to poor patients. Grant-
ing immediate relief  to a breast 
cancer patient, Justice NV 
Shravan Kumar directed the 
Basavatarakam Indo-Ameri-
can Cancer Hospital and 
Research Institute to ad-
mit her under its man-
datory 25% free inpa-
tient quota and 
provide treatment 
without charg-
ing any fee.

The interim order came on a 
writ petition filed by Bale 
Bhagyamma, a widow from 
Manala village in Malyala man-
dal of  Jagtial district. She chal-
lenged the hospital’s refusal to 
provide free treatment under 
GOMs No. 434, Revenue (As-
signment-III) Department, dat-

ed May 26, 1989, and GOMs 
No. 80, Health, Medical and 

Family Welfare Depart-
ment, dated July 16, 2022.

Bhagyamma, who is 
suffering from breast 
cancer, was referred 

to the hospital by 
doctors in Kar-
imnagar for spe-
cialised treat-

ment. However, the hospital 
allegedly informed her that her 
illness was not covered under 
the Aarogyasri scheme and 
that she would have to bear the 
treatment costs. After receiv-
ing no response to her repre-
sentation dated July 15, she ap-
proached the high court.

Counsel for the petitioner ar-
gued that the claim was not 
based on the Aarogyasri 
scheme but on the hospital’s 
statutory obligation arising 
from the concessional allot-
ment of  about 7.35 acres of  gov-
ernment land in Banjara Hills 
to the Nandamuri Basavatara-
ka Rama Rao Memorial Cancer 
Foundation. CONTINUED ON P4

Under-construction 
tunnel in Sikkim 
collapses, 12 killed
P R A S A N T A  M A Z U M D A R  @ Guwahati

AT least 12 people were killed 
and 13 others remained trapped 
after an under-construction 
tunnel in Sikkim’s Namchi dis-
trict collapsed following the 
sudden release of  suspected 
methane gas, which led to an 
explosion and triggered dense 
smoke and toxic gases.

“An unfortunate incident oc-
curred on July 20, 2026, at 1:04 
pm inside the Head Race Tun-
nel under construction at Sa-
mardung in South Sikkim for 
the NHPC Teesta Stage-VI Hy-
droelectric Project, due to the 
sudden explosive release of  
s u s p e c t e d  m e t h a n e  g a s 
trapped/embedded in the rocks, 
resulting in the generation of  
dense smoke and toxic gases,” 
the NHPC said in a statement 
on Tuesday.

The NHPC said 25 personnel 
were inside the tunnel. Namchi 
Deputy Commissioner Anupa 
Tamling told this newspaper 
that 12 of  them died and efforts 
were on to rescue the rest. Some 
reports put the toll at 20. 

The NHPC said the project 
team was working in close co-
ordination with the district ad-
ministration, National Disaster 
Response Force, State Disaster 
Response Force, local authori-
ties and other emergency agen-
cies to support the rescue op-
erations. In addition, a special 
rescue team from DG Mines-
Safety reached the site. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spoke with Chief  Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang over 
the phone to enquire about the 
situation and offered every pos-
sible support for the rescue ef-
forts, a Sikkim government 
statement said.

Private hospitals on concessional 
land must treat poor for free: HC

Telangana Cong calls for  
statewide protests today

‘CHALO LOK BHAVAN’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

CONDEMNING the detention of  Leader of  the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi and other Opposition leaders, TPCC president 

B Mahesh Kumar Goud has announced a 
statewide ‘Chalo Lok Bhavan’ programme 
at 11 am on Wednesday.

Terming the detentions as the “height 
of  authoritarianism” by the BJP-led Un-
ion government, Mahesh appealed to min-
isters, MLAs, MLCs, senior leaders and 
Congress workers to participate in large 
numbers in the protest against what he 
called the BJP government’s “authoritar-
ian rule”.

He alleged that the BJP had resorted to 
undemocratic measures by detaining lead-
ers peacefully exercising their democratic 
right to protest. Mahesh said Rahul Gan-
dhi had staged a dharna near Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s residence seeking a 
comprehensive discussion in Parliament 

on the NEET issue, but was detained since the “BJP was 
afraid of  such a debate”.

The TPCC chief  also accused the BJP of  avoiding discus-
sions and investigations into allegations of  corruption and 
irregularities. “Whenever questions are raised over corrup-
tion and illegalities, the BJP backs away instead of  facing a 
fair inquiry and parliamentary debate,” he said.

For Mission Telangana, BJP to 
rely on ‘proven’ Team Abhishta

I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

IS the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) preparing to shift into 
full election mode in Telanga-
na? If  party insiders are to be 
believed, the answer appears to 
be yes. 

As part of  its “Mission Tel-
angana”, the party has put to-
gether a dedicated election 
strategy team, signal-
ling a broader organi-
sational push ahead of  
the Hyderabad, Malka-
jgiri and Cyberabad 
municipal corporation 
elections and the next As-
sembly polls.

According to BJP sources, 
the newly put-together “Ab-
hishta Team”, modelled on the 
party’s West Bengal campaign 
team, has begun operations in 
Telangana and joined two ex-
isting consultancies in a coor-
dinated election war room. The 
expanded setup is expected to 
oversee campaign planning, 

voter outreach and organisa-
tional strategy across the 
state.

Party leaders said the BJP 
has adopted a multi-layered 
election management struc-
ture, on the lines of  the Indian 
Political Action Committee (I-
PAC) model, to assess the politi-
cal situation at the grassroots, 
monitor voter-related process-

es and prepare constituen-
cy-specific strategies 
well ahead of  the elec-
toral cycle.

According to BJP 
sources, two agencies 

— the Association of  
Billion Minds (ABM) and 

Jarvi — have been working 
with the Telangana unit for the 
past few years. Their responsi-
bilities have now been widened 
as the party steps up prepara-
tions for the coming elections.

BJP leaders said ABM, which 
is understood to function under 
the guidance of  Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, has been 
associated with the Telangana 

unit for four to five years. The 
agency is said to be responsible 
for campaign planning, politi-
cal messaging and the party’s 
overall election strategy.

Jarvi, according to party 
leaders, operates voter out-
reach call centres, gathers vot-
er feedback and works on 
strengthening the party’s 
booth-level organisation. The 
agency is also said to coordi-
nate booth committees, mobi-
lise grassroots workers and 
maintain the BJP’s Saral App 
used for  org anisational 
activities.

The latest addition, infor-
mally referred to within the 
party as the “Abhishta Team”, 
is understood to have worked 
under senior BJP leaders Sunil 
Bansal and Bhupender Yadav 
during the party’s West Bengal 
election campaign. Party in-
siders said the team has now 
been assigned a dedicated role 
in Telangana as part of  the 
BJP’s expanded election appa-
ratus.  CONTINUED ON P4

Russian envoy summoned over vessel attack
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

INDIA on Tuesday summoned 
Russia’s chargé d’affaires, 
Vladimir Ladanov and lodged a 
strong protest over the killing 
of  four Indians in the Russian 
missile strike on the merchant 
vessel MV Golden Leo in the 
Black Sea on Sunday.

During the meeting on Tues-
day, the Ministry of  External 
Affairs (MEA) conveyed its 
“grave concerns and unequivo-
cal condemnation” over the at-
tack on the Guinea-Bissau-
flagged commercial vessel on 
July 19, which killed 10 people 
including four Indian crew 
members, and stressed that at-
tacks on merchant ships are 
unacceptable. 

“The targeting of  commer-

cial shipping and the resulting 
loss of  innocent civilian lives 
are unacceptable and must be 
avoided,” the Russian diplomat 
was told. MEA said that such at-
tacks “undermine the safety, 
security, and stability of  inter-
national maritime commerce.”

The MV Golden Leo, a gen-
eral cargo ship, was struck 

while departing Ukraine’s Ode-
sa port on Sunday evening. Of  
the 17 crew members onboard, 
five were Indian nationals. Four 
Indians were killed while the 
fifth remains hospitalised in 
critical condition. Ukrainian 
authorities said a total of  10 
people, including a port pilot, 
lost their lives in the attack.

Responding to India’s protest, 
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said Moscow was in 
contact with New Delhi but de-
fended the strike. “We are ex-
plaining our position. Most im-
portantly, our armed forces are 
striking, and will continue to 
strike  vessels involved in trans-
porting ammunition, weapons, 
and so on for the purposes of  
the Kyiv regime,” Peskov told 
reporters.

S E A F A R E R S ’  D E A T H

Smoke rises from carrier Golden Leo 
under the Guinea-Bissau flag after 
Russian missile strike in the Black Sea 
close to Odesa on Sunday |  AP/PTI

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Three of family from city 
killed in US road accident
Hyderabad: Three members of a 
Hyderabad family were killed and 
two others critically injured in a 
road accident at St Francis in the 
United States. The deceased were 
identified as Nazeya Salma, 
Nihayeen Sheikh and Umar Sheikh. 
Sheikh Abdul Naveed and his five-
year-old daughter, Khadeeja 
Sheikh, sustained critical injuries. 
The family, from Saidabad, was 
travelling from San Francisco  
when two cars collided,  
according to relatives.

Oil tankers diverted  
after Houthi warning
Singapore: Two oil tankers 
carrying Saudi crude to China and 
India made U-turns in the Red 
Sea on Tuesday, opting for the 
Suez Canal instead of sailing 
along Yemen’s coast after a 
warning from the Iran-backed 
Houthi militia. The Houthis on 
Monday announced a naval 
blockade of Saudi Arabia. In an 
email to shipping companies, the 
group warned against loading or 
unloading cargo at Saudi ports, 
saying vessels doing so could be 
targeted “at any location” | P9

Rahul 
Gandhi is 

on protest 
for the Future of 

India, seeking 
resignation of 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

and Home Minister 
Amit Shah... We 

are with you, 
youth of India. 

Congress ka 
haath, Yuva ke 

saath!

A Revanth Reddy, 
chief minister

Modi breaks silence on NEET-UG 
question paper leak, calls it ‘grave sin’
R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday termed 
the alleged NEET-UG pa-
per leak a ghor paap 
(grave sin), asserting 
that the government is 
taking strict action 
against those responsible 
and will not let anyone 
jeopardise the future of  the 
country’s youth.

Modi’s remarks came while 
addressing the NDA Parlia-
mentary Party meeting on the 
second day of  the Monsoon ses-

sion, a day after Congress and 
other Opposition parties pro-
tested demanding Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-

han’s resignation. Calling 
it a matter of  national 
interest rather than 
party politics, Modi 
said tackling the issue 
requires close Centre-

state cooperation. He 
told MPs that 13 people 

linked to the leak had been 
arrested.

Briefing reporters afterward, 
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju said Modi high-
lighted the government’s swift 

response, noting that the NEET 
re-examination was conducted 
promptly and results declared 
without delay. 

The PM reiterated that the is-
sue should not be viewed 
through a political lens, and 
called for stronger safeguards 
against future leaks, the strict-
est punishment for those in-
volved, and the involvement of  
top legal experts to ensure ex-
emplary action. He urged MPs 
to engage with students to re-
build their trust, saying mis-
leading youth was easy but 
guiding them demanded sus-
tained effort.

Police detain Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi and LoP Rahul Gandhi during a protest 
near PM’s residence over NEET irregularities in New Delhi, Tuesday |  PARVEEN NEGI

DELHI POLICE FILE FOUR FIRS IN 
JULY 20 STUDENT VIOLENCE

Delhi Police on Tuesday lodged four FIRs over the violence that 
occurred during the Parliament march organised by Cockroach Janta 

Party on July 20. During the protest, several agitators and security 
personnel were injured following a clash between them when the 

protesters were stopped by police while marching towards  
the Parliament House. Charges have been invoked under multiple 

sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the Prevention of 
Damage to Public Property Act.

SONAM WANGCHUK MOVED TO 
MEDANTA ON HIGH COURT ORDER
Activist Sonam Wangchuk was discharged from the Safdarjung 
Hospital on Tuesday evening and shifted to Medanta Hospital in 
Gurugram for further treatment in compliance with a Delhi High Court 
order, Safdarjung Hospital authorities said. Earlier, a bench of Chief 
Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia passed the order on an 
appeal by the activist’s wife, Gitanjali Angmo, against a Sunday order 
of the high court refusing to interfere with his ongoing treatment at 
the central government hospital and direct his transfer to Medanta.

HIGH DRAMA AS CONG TAKES 
PROTEST TO PM’S DOORSTEP

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

A day after thousands of  stu-
dents marched through the na-
tional capital over the NEET 
controversy, the political battle 
escalated on Tuesday as Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and 
S a m a j w a d i  Pa r t y  ch i e f  
Akhilesh Yadav were detained 
after leading a sit-in protest 
outside Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s residence, demand-
ing his resignation. 

The high-voltage confronta-
tion unfolded outside Lok Kaly-
an Marg, where Rahul Gandhi, 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and several senior 
leaders reached around 3.30 pm 
and staged a dharna, accusing 
the Centre of  shielding those 
responsible for the alleged 
NEET paper leak and ordering 
police action against protest-
ing students. NCP (SP) leader 
Supriya Sule joined the demon-
stration later.

The Union government was 
quick to defuse the face-off  by 
rushing Minister of  State in 
the PMO Jitendra Singh to hold 
talks with Rahul Gandhi. Un-
ion Home Secretary Govind 

Mohan was also present. How-
ever, the discussions failed to 
break the deadlock, with the 
government later accusing 
Gandhi of  shifting the goal-
posts from seeking a parlia-
mentary debate to demanding 
the resignation of  Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. The Congress de-

mands included a statement 
from Home Minister Amit 
Shah in Parliament on police 
violence, a judicial inquiry into 
the alleged police excesses 
against protesting students,
and an immediate discussion 
on NEET in both Houses.

As the protest continued, 
Delhi Police moved in to clear 

the site. Visuals showed Rahul 
Gandhi sitting on the ground 
and resisting as security per-
sonnel attempted to lift him 
away. “Democracy in India is 
happening right now,” Gandhi 
told reporters.

Rahul Gandhi was taken to 
Chhatrasal Stadium in Model 
Town, while Priyanka Gandhi 
was detained at Mandir Marg 
police station. Both were re-
leased later. Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson So-
nia Gandhi reached the police 
station where Priyanka was be-
ing held.

Several Congress MPs, Kar-
nataka Chief  Minister D K Shi-
vakumar and Kerala Chief  
Minister V D Satheesan also at-
tended the protest. Before the 
protest began, Rahul and Priy-
anka Gandhi visited students 
injured during Monday’s pro-
tests. Earlier, Rahul Gandhi 
along with other opposition 
leaders met Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla, urging him to allow 
a discussion in Parliament on   
the police ‘brutality’ and NEET 
controversy, but was informed 
that the government’s approval 
was a must to take up the dis-
cussion.   P11

Congress joins students’ protest; Rahul, Priyanka, Akhilesh detained after sit-in

Supporters of CJP near Jantar Mantar demanding the resignation of Education 
Minister over NEET irregularities, on Day 2 of their  protest in New Delhi, Tuesday |  PTI

Try every pressure, exert all your might ... this fight for justice for 
students will not stop now 
— Rahul Gandhi, Leader of Opposition

3 pm: A cryptic message from 
AICC gen secretary (organisation) 
K C Venugopal reads: “All MPs of 
LS & RS of INC are requested to 
reach 10, Rajaji Marg at 3 pm to 
formally greet Congress president 
on his birthday”. Senior leaders 
gather at Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s residence. In 
minutes, Rahul and Priyanka 
Gandhi, Kharge move to Lok 
Kalyan Marg, protest outside PM’s 
house seeking his resignation

4 pm: 20 minutes into the 
protests, govt rushes MoS 
Jitendra Singh to the protest site 
to persuade Rahul to end dharna

4.30-5 pm: Congress leaders seek 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
resignation, Amit Shah’s 
statement in House, and a probe 
into July 20 police excesses. Talks 
fail, Singh accuses Gandhi of 
going back on his original demand 

6.30 pm: SP chief Akhilesh Yadav 
joins protest. Rahul, Priyanka, 
Akhilesh detained by police. All 
three released later
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Devadula pumps to be run 24x7 to tackle water scarcity
Uttam says govt is focused on ensuring water security and protecting farmers, not engaging in political rhetoric
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

IRRIGATION Minister N Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy on Tuesday 
announced that nine out of  10 
pumps of  the Devadula project 
would be operated round-the-
clock to tackle the emerging 
water scarcity caused by defi-
cient rainfall.

During an informal chat with 
the media at the Secretariat, the 
minister said that engineers 
were asked to “operate the 
pumps at their maximum ca-
pacity to ensure that all reser-
voirs under the Devadula Lift 
Irrigation Scheme were filled to 
the maximum extent possible”.

Asserting the state govern-
ment was fully implementing 
the assurances made during 
the recent Group of  Ministers’ 
review of  the Devadula project, 
he said: “Nine pumping units 
would be operating round the 
clock from tonight (Tuesday 
night) to maximise water lift-
ing from the Godavari.”

Responding to criticism by 

BRS leader T Harish Rao, the 
minister said that the govern-
ment was focused on ensuring 
water security and protecting 
farmers, not engaging in politi-
cal rhetoric.

“As assured during his recent 
review of  the Devadula project, 
nine pumping units will be op-
erating at full capacity. They 
will function round the clock to 
maximise lifting from Godavari 
and fill the 22 reservoirs serv-
ing nine districts,” he said.

The minister said Harish Rao 
was attempting to divert public 
attention from the failures of  
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme. “The BRS leaders 

should first speak about their 
failures that led to structural 
crisis at Medigadda and then 
talk about Devadula,” he said.

“If  Harish Rao wants to de-
bate on irrigation, he must first
explain the decisions taken dur-
ing his tenure as irrigation min-
ister. Instead of  spreading mis-
information about Devadula, he 
should answer why the original 
foundation design at Medigadda 
was changed during the BRS re-
gime and who authorised those 
decisions,” he said.

Uttam also demanded that 
Harish Rao respond to Telan-
gana Rakshana Sena chief  K 
Kavitha’s allegation that Ka-

leshwaram contractors had 
paid `1,400 crore to the BRS. 

Stating that the Congress gov-
ernment was committed to com-
pleting the Devadula project 
works by December 2027, the 
minister said once fully com-
pleted, it would provide irriga-
tion to nearly 5.6 lakh acres 
while significantly strengthen-
ing drinking water security 
across northern Telangana. 

‘Drought created by govt,  
not caused by El Nino’
Earlier in the day, Harish Rao 
alleged that the state govern-
ment was deliberately denying 
irrigation to farmers despite 

the availability of  adequate Go-
davari water.

Speaking to reporters here, 
the former minister said the 
present crisis was “not a 
drought caused by El Nino, but 
a drought created by the 
government”.

He recalled that the BRS on 
July 12 demanded that the gov-
ernment operate the Devadula 
Lift Irrigation Scheme pumps. 

The former minister said 
that the very next day, minis-
ters Uttam Kumar Reddy, Mallu 
B h at t i  Vi k r a m a rk a  a n d  
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy vis-
ited the project and announced 
that 38 tmcft of  water would be 
lifted to fill 22 reservoirs under 
the Devadula project, prompt-
i n g  f a r m e r s  t o  b e g i n 
transplantation.

“But the ministers failed to 
keep their assurance,” he said  
and pointed out that farmers 
across Shayampet, Bhimade-
varapally, Elkathurthy and sev-
eral other parts of  Warangal 
district were staging protests 
demanding irrigation water.

Not possible to allocate RFCL 
urea exclusively to TG: Centre
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

THE Union government on Tuesday expressed its inability to allo-
cate urea produced in Ramagundam Fertilisers and Chemicals Lim-
ited (RFCL) plant exclusively to Telangana. In a written reply to a 
question raised by Congress MP Vem Narender Reddy in Rajya 
Sabha, Minister of  State for Chemicals and Fertilisers Anupriya 
Patel made it clear that allocating the production of  a single plant 
predominantly to one state may adversely affect the supply position 
in the event of  unforeseen contingencies such as plant shutdowns, 
seasonal demand fluctuations and logistics-related disruptions. 

She explained: “Urea produced by RFCL, like that from all other 
indigenous urea manufacturing plants, is pooled at the national 
level and allocated to states based on their assessed requirements 
to ensure equitable distribution and uninterrupted availability 
across the country.” 

The Centre is committed to ensuring that the fertiliser require-
ment of  Telangana continues to be met through an appropriate mix 
of  indigenous production, including supplies from RFCL and im-
ported urea, while minimising any supply disruptions, Patel said. 

El Nino effect 
pushing power  
demand to April 
peak: Bhatti
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad  

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka on Tuesday 
said Telangana’s power de-
mand has reached peak sum-
mer levels, similar to April, due 
to the impact of  El Nino.

Speaking at the state-level 
awareness seminar, From Pa-
cific Ocean Warming to Telan-
gana Preparedness, organised 
by the Planning department at 
Ravindra Bharathi, the deputy 
chief  minister said electricity 
demand, which is usually lower 
during the monsoon, has 
surged because of  changing 
global weather patterns.

“The current demand in Tel-
angana has reached peak sum-
mer levels similar to April. The 
changing global seasonal pat-
terns are influencing electricity 
consumption, and Telangana is 
ahead in planning to meet these 
rising demands,” he said.

Vikramarka attributed the 
rise to increased use of  fans, air 
conditioners, lights, borewells 
and lift irrigation motors dur-
ing both the day and night. He 
said the government was man-
aging the higher demand 
through efficient energy man-
agement, including maximum 
use of  low-cost solar power dur-
ing the day and planned use of  
thermal power later to maintain 
grid stability and reduce costs.

He said the government was 
preparing a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to minimise the im-
pact of  El Nino on agriculture, 
water and power supply. 

Ramchander desperate to 
stay politically relevant: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

HITTING back at state BJP 
chief  N Ramchander Rao for 
levelling “baseless allega-
tions” against the proposed 
CURE Act and Indiramma 
Housing Scheme, Transport 
and BC Welfare Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar on Tuesday 
said that the former was mis-
leading the public just to stay 
politically relevant.

Addressing the media here, 
the minister said: “Ramchan-
der Rao is not a mem-
ber of  any legislative 
body. He does not have 
an official platform to 
express his views. 
That’s why he is mak-
ing controversial state-
ments ahead of  the As-
sembly session to gain 
political mileage.”

He said that instead of  lev-
elling unnecessary accusa-
tions against the government, 
the BJP leader should press 
the Centre to release funds to 
Telangana in view of  the El 
Nino and other natural calam-
ities that are likely to affect 
the farming community as 
well as the state’s economy. 

He challenged Ramchander 
to secure central funds for the 
state if  he is genuinely con-
cerned about Telangana’s in-
terests. Stating that the gov-
ernment would introduce the 

Telangana Core Urban Re-
gion (Integrated Governance) 
Bill, 2026 in the Assembly, he 
said that all political parties 
will have an opportunity to 
express their opinions in the 
House. “BJP can present its 
views through its MLAs, 
MLCs and other elected rep-
resentatives in the House in-
stead of  attempting to create 
unnecessary confusion be-
fore the session,” he said.

‘Cong does not believe in 
suppressing Oppn’s voice’

Prabhakar also said it 
does not believe in sup-
pressing the voice of  
the Opposition despite 
enjoying a majority in 
the Assembly. In con-
trast, he alleged that 
the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment had passed 
several key legisla-

tions in the past without ad-
equate discussions, whereas 
the Telangana government 
ensures comprehensive de-
bate on every important issue 
before taking decisions.

He also demanded that the 
BJP clearly state its position 
on the state’s housing scheme, 
asking whether the party 
supports providing houses to 
the poor or not. He urged the 
BJP to view the housing ini-
tiative from a public welfare 
perspective rather than 
through a political lens.

Cong govt trying to extort 
money from the poor: BJP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

QUESTIONING the state gov-
ernment’s intention behind 
the proposed Core Urban Re-
gion Economy Act (CURE 
Act) as well as the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme, state BJP 
president N Ramchander Rao 
on Tuesday alleged that the 
ruling Congress has “opened 
floodgates to extort the poor 
and middle class people liv-
ing in and around Hyderabad 
in the name of  taxes and 
deposits”.

Addressing the me-
dia at the party office 
here, Ramchander said 
that the BJP has no ob-
jection to making nec-
essary amendments to 
the 1955 Municipal Act 
to serve people. “But 
key provisions within 
the CURE Act are designed to 
squeeze the public dry,” he 
said, while criticising the in-
clusion of  provisions to in-
crease taxes up to 5 per cent 
annually based on registra-
tion values without a scien-
tific taxation policy and 
called it an “outright tax 
extortion”.

“The Congress government 
is placing an additional bur-
den on the people by impos-
ing taxes under the guise of  
CURE Act,” he added.

The state BJP chief  also al-

leged that attempts are being 
made to separate water and 
sewerage services to levy sep-
arate taxes, which would put 
an additional financial bur-
den on the public. 

Ramchander said that uni-
laterally pushing this legisla-
tion without consulting key 
stakeholders, such as Resi-
dent Welfare Associations 
and the general public, is im-
proper and deplorable.

‘Cong conspiracy to collect 
`1,000 cr from poor people’

On the Indiramma 
Housing Scheme, he 
said: “This initiative is 
not aimed at ensuring 
the welfare of  the poor 
but is just another 
scheme started for fi-
nancial exploitation.”

“When there are  
lakhs of  eligible appli-

cants across 24 constituen-
cies, issuing a notification  
for only 7,680 flats and collect-
ing a `100 application fee 
along with an EMD deposit  
of  `10,000 from each appli-
cant is highly unjust,” he 
added.

The BJP leader termed the 
process as a conspiracy to col-
lect nearly `1,000 crore from 
the poor, recalling the deposit 
exploitation carried out by 
the previous BRS govern-
ment under the guise of  
sheep distribution. 

BRS gives `5L to kin of deceased farmers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Adilabad 

BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao on Tuesday alleged 
that the Congress government 
hoodwinked not just farmers 
but all sections of  the society. 

During his visit to Luxetti-
pet, the former minister par-
ticipated in the Rythu Sadassu 
and handed over financial as-
sistance of  `5 lakh each to the 
families of  four farmers who 
died while trying to protect 
their paddy crops recently.

He exuded confidence that a 

“farmers’ government” would 
be established again in the state 
under the leadership of  BRS 
chief  K Chandrasekhar Rao. 

“The BRS recently exposed 
the Congress Youth Declara-
tion by organising a meeting 
with youths. The Congress 
failed to fulfil its promises in 
the last 31 months. It has only 
29 months left,” he said while 
terming the Revanth Reddy dis-
pensation as an “utter failure 
government”. 

He handed over the cash to 
kin of  T Nagaraju and T Ab-

hiram of  Gampallapelli village,  
G Venkatesh of  Kothur village 
and N Lachanna of  Muthyam-
pet village in Mancherial dis-
trict. The four farmers lost 
their lives while protecting 
their paddy at purchasing cen-
tres. They were crushed to 
death when the wall of  the pur-
chasing centre collapsed on 
them.

As the government provided 
Bima amount to the family of  
only one farmer, the BRS pro-
vided assistance to the kin of  
all four farmers.

BRS working president KT  Rama Rao interacts with a woman party worker at 
Rangapet village in Luxettipet mandal of Mancherial district on Tuesday 

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy inspects the ongoing construction works of the 
colleges at Education Hub at Hakeempet village in Vikarabad district on Tuesday

Hyd DMHO 
told to oversee 
free treatment
F R O M  P A G E  3

They submitted that the land 
allotment required the hospital 
to reserve 25% of  inpatient 
beds and 40% of  outpatient 
services for free treatment of  
poor patients, while GOMs No. 
80 established a mechanism to 
monitor compliance.

Taking note of  the petition-
er’s medical condition, the 
court observed that any delay 
in treatment could have serious 
consequences. It directed the 
hospital to immediately admit 
her and provide all necessary 
treatment, including consulta-
tions, diagnostic tests, chemo-
therapy, surgery, radiotherapy, 
medicines and inpatient care, 
under the mandatory free treat-
ment quota.

The court also directed the 
District Medical and Health Of-
ficer, Hyderabad, to monitor the 
petitioner’s treatment and sub-
mit a report on whether Basava-
tarakam Hospital and the other 
respondent hospital were com-
plying with the obligations un-
der the two government orders. 
The matter has been posted for 
further hearing on July 23.

Abhishta Team 
will only report 
to BL Santhosh: 
BJP leaders
F R O M  P A G E  3

According to sources, the con-
sultancy is currently focusing 
on the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of  electoral 
rolls in Telangana. The team is 
said to be monitoring booth-
level developments, evaluating 
the performance of  BJP booth 
agents and advising local lead-
ers on areas requiring greater 
attention during the voter veri-
fication exercise.

BJP state leaders also claimed 
that the team reports to BJP na-
tional general secretary (organ-
isation) BL Santhosh, who has 
held meetings with its members 
in recent days. Sources said the 
consultancy has been entrusted 
with assessing the party’s or-
ganisational preparedness and 
providing strategic inputs 
based on field-level feedback.

The induction of  a third con-
sultancy is being viewed within 
the party as part of  a wider ef-
fort to strengthen its organisa-
tional network ahead of  the mu-
nicipal corporation elections 
and the next Assembly polls. 
According to BJP sources, the 
three agencies are expected to 
work in tandem to assess the po-
litical landscape, fine-tune con-
stituency-level strategies and 
build the party’s organisational 
capacity in the run-up to the 
next electoral cycle.

If Harish Rao wants to debate on irrigation, he must first 
explain the decisions taken during his tenure as Irrigation 
minister. Instead of spreading misinformation about 
Devadula, he should answer why the original foundation 
design at Medigadda was changed during the BRS regime 
and who authorised those decisions
N Uttam Kumar Reddy, Irrigation minister

Revanth pulls up officials for 
delay in Education Hub works
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

EXPRESSING dissatisfaction 
over the slow pace of  Educa-
tion Hub works in his Kodangal 
Assembly constituency, Chief  
Minister A Revanth Reddy on 
Tuesday warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken against of-
ficials who show negligence or 
fail to perform their duties ef-
ficiently. He made it clear that 
officers responsible for unnec-
essary delays would face disci-
plinary action.

During his visit to the con-
stituency, he inspected the on-
going construction works of  
Education Hub in Hakeempet 
village of  Dudyal mandal.

During the inspection, 
Revanth directed officials to ex-
pedite the construction works 
and ensure that the project is 
completed within the stipulat-
ed timeline. He instructed them 
to submit progress reports 
from time to time on every 
project being executed in the 
Education Hub so that the gov-
ernment can closely monitor 
the project implementation.

Warning against delays, the 

chief  minister also expressed 
displeasure over the delay in al-
lotting residential plots to farm-
ers who have given their land 
for the project. He directed of-
ficials to complete the process 
and distribute pattas to all eligi-
ble beneficiaries by next week. 

‘Expedite land acquisition for 
Kodangal irrigation projects’
Later in the day, the chief  min-
ister reviewed the progress of  
the Maktal–Narayanpet–Ko-
dangal Lift Irrigation Project 
and directed officials to expe-
dite land acquisition so that 
construction works can begin 
without any delay.

Revanth assured the officials 
that the state government is 
ready to provide all necessary 
support, including sanctioning 
additional surveyors and allo-
cating the required budget to 
accelerate land acquisition. He 
said the project should move 
into the execution phase with-
out any delays.

The chief  minister also re-
viewed the progress of  road 
connectivity and civic infra-
structure in villages across the 
Kodangal constituency. 

Students and activists stage a protest at People’s Plaza in Hyderabad on  
Tuesday, condemning the lathi-charge on New Delhi protesters who demanded the 

resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over the  
NEET paper leak issue |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

ECHO OF DELHI PROTESTS

STATE TO COME UP WITH ACTION PLAN TO DEVELOP ECO-TOURISM
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju on Tuesday instructed officials to prepare a comprehensive action plan for the 
development of eco-tourism in the state. During a review meeting, he said that eco-tourism would not only 
create large-scale employment opportunities for youth but also significantly enhance the state’s revenue

JUSTICE 
LEAGUE

Covid-era criminal  
cases against  

Seethakka quashed 
The Telangana High Court has 

quashed the criminal proceedings 
pending against Panchayat Raj 

Minister D Anasuya alias 
Seethakka in connection with a 

protest held during the Covid-19 
pandemic in 2020. Justice K 

Sujana allowed the criminal quash 
petition and set aside the 

proceedings pending before the 
Special Court for Public 

Representatives at Manjeera 
Complex, Hyderabad. The cases 

arose from a protest demanding 
that Covid-19 treatment be 

brought under the Aarogyasri 
health insurance scheme. 

Seethakka contended that the 
protest was peaceful and that the 

cases were politically motivated. 
After hearing both sides, the court 
allowed the petition and quashed 

the proceedings.

Police recruitment schedule sought
The Telangana High Court has directed the Telangana 
State Level Police Recruitment Board to place on record 
the recruitment schedule for 7,437 sanctioned vacancies 
in the police and allied departments while hearing a 
Public Interest Litigation. A bench of Chief Justice 
Aparesh Kumar Singh and Justice M Ghouse Mohiuddin 
issued the direction while hearing a PIL filed by Akhil 
Sriguru Teja, chairman of the Help the People Charitable 
Trust. The petitioner sought a direction to the state 
government to announce a recruitment calendar, 
contending that sanctioned posts have remained 
vacant. The state informed the court that recruitment 
had been approved for 7,437 posts across the police, Fire 
Services, Disaster Response, Prisons, Civil Defence and 
Special Protection Force. The bench directed the 
Recruitment Board to submit the recruitment schedule 
and adjourned the matter by four weeks.

      By TG Naidu
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OSMANIA VARSITY TO AWARD 631 PHDs, 68 GOLD MEDALS
Osmania University will award PhD degrees to 631 scholars across vari-
ous faculties and confer 68 gold medals on meritorious students during 
its 85th annual convocation, scheduled to be held on September 8

CSIR-IICT, 
ISRO partner 
for green 
technology
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

STRENGTHENING India’s 
self-reliance in advanced mate-
rials and strategic technolo-
gies, the CSIR-Indian Institute 
of  Chemical Technology (CSIR-
IICT), Hyderabad, has signed 
an MoU with the Vikram Sara-
bhai Space Centre (VSSC) of  
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) to jointly de-
velop indigenous next-genera-
t i o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
sustainable blowing agent 
technolog y for strate gic 
applications.

The agreement, which was 
signed at VSSC in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on July 8, aims to 
combine CSIR-IICT’s expertise 
in fluorochemical synthesis 
and process development with 
VSSC’s application-specific re-
quirements and technical eval-
uation capabilities to develop 
an indigenous, eco-friendly 
blowing agent technology.

The collaborative pro-
gramme is expected to reduce 
India’s dependence on import-
ed specialty fluorochemicals 
while strengthening the coun-
try’s technological capabilities 
in line with the vision of  At-
manirbhar Bharat.

Shifting to Hyd voter list 
won’t affect sops: Karnan
DEO rejects rumours of loss of welfare benefits, says there’s no link

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

HYDERABAD District Election 
Officer and GHMC Commis-
sioner RV Karnan on Tuesday 
dismissed rumours that  
residents enrolling as voters in 
Hyderabad would lose 
access  to  welfare 
schemes in their na-
tive villages, urging 
people not to believe 
such misinformation.

Addressing a press 
conference on the on-
going Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of  elec-
toral rolls, Karnan clarified 
that anyone residing in Hydera-
bad for at least six months is 
eligible to register as a voter. 
He said the choice of  where to 
enrol was entirely an individu-

al’s decision and had no bear-
ing on eligibility for govern-
ment welfare schemes.

Refuting claims that voter 
registration was linked to ben-
eficiary selection for schemes 
such as Indiramma Housing 
and the earlier 2BHK scheme, 

he said there was no 
connection between 
voter enrolment and 
welfare benefits. He 
also clarified that voter 
registration was not 
linked to the address 
mentioned on an Aad-
haar card.

Karnan said 2,60,593 
voters had so far been identi-
fied as Absent, Shifted and 
Dead (ASD) voters.

Appealing to citizens not to 
wait until the deadline, he said 
Enumeration Forms (EFs) could 

be submitted till August 3, but 
early submission would provide 
sufficient time for corrections 
by the Electoral Registration Of-
ficer (ERO) and facilitate 
digitisation.

He said stickers were being 
affixed to houses where Enu-
meration Forms had been col-
lected. Hyderabad district has 
achieved around 43 per cent 
digitisation so far, with nearly 
20.34 lakh Enumeration Forms 
digitised. Assembly constituen-
cies such as Sanathnagar, 
Musheerabad, Amberpet and 
Malakpet have recorded rela-
tively lower submission rates.

Karnan added that while ap-
plications for fresh voter regis-
tration were being accepted, 
the names of  such applicants 
would not appear in the draft 
electoral roll.

A reform that falls short of the CURE: Report
S  B A C H A N  J E E T  S I N G H  @ Hyderabad

THE CURE Bill, 2026, billed as 
Hyderabad’s biggest urban gov-
ernance reform in seven dec-
ades, scores just 28% on key 
metropolitan governance pa-
rameters, only marginally bet-
ter than the 70-year-old GHMC 
Act it seeks to replace, accord-
ing to a report released by Ben-
galuru-based think tank Janaa-
g raha on Tuesday.  T he 
organisation has submitted 142 
recommendations, identifying 
five reforms it says are essential 
to make the legislation truly 
transformative.

Janaagraha’s independent as-
sessment found that the Bill 
centralises power in the state 
government while failing to ad-

equately empower elected may-
ors and municipal councils. It 
also lacks a robust financial and 
human resource framework to 
support staffing, institutional 
capacity, performance manage-
ment and professional 
development.

The report said the 
Bill scores 28%, com-
pared with 23% for the 
GHMC Act, mainly due 
to stronger transparen-
cy provisions and modest 
improvements in planning. 
However, it trails the Greater 
Bengaluru Governance Act, 
2024, which scored 38%. Janaa-
graha noted that even the GBG 
A c t  f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  t h e 
standards.

Anita Kumar, director (policy 

and insights) at Janaagraha, 
said the proposed law provides 
little scope for citizen participa-
tion, with weak ward commit-
tees and no provision for area 
sabhas, participatory budgeting 

or an independent municipal 
grievance redressal mech-

anism. She also noted 
that several key provi-
sions have been left to 
subordinate rules with-

out timelines, while the 
Bill lacks budgetary sup-

port for implementation.
The think tank recommended 

five reforms: creating an inte-
grated metropolitan planning 
framework with clearly defined 
roles for the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Committee, HMDA and the 
proposed Chief  Minister-led 

Apex Governance Council; 
clearly defining the powers of  
the over 15 new authorities pro-
posed under the Bill; ensuring 
adequate staffing, technical ca-
pacity and assured funding; 
strengthening the role of  elect-
ed representatives and citizen 
participation; and making key 
reforms mandatory through 
time-bound implementation 
rather than subordinate rules.

Associate director (policy and 
insights) VR Vachana called for 
a full-time secretariat for the 
Apex Governance Council, a 
dedicated Hyderabad minister, 
directly elected mayors, greater 
devolution of  powers and funds 
to municipalities, and financial-
ly empowered ward committees 
for neighbourhood planning.

SACRED SPACE 
CM A Revanth Reddy’s wife Geetha Reddy and daughter 

Nymisha, and Endowments Minister Konda Surekha participate 
in Kalyanotsavam at Sri  Yellamma Pochamma Devasthanam in 

Balkampet, Hyderabad, on Tuesday |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

SCR GM reviews Metro operations
South Central Railway General Manager Sanjay 

Kumar Srivastava visited Hyderabad Metro Rail on 
Tuesday to review operations, maintenance systems 

and expansion plans. He inspected the Nagole 
depot, Operations Control Centre and maintenance 

facilities, while metro officials briefed the SCR 
delegation on ridership, safety systems, ongoing 

initiatives and future projects. 

Drones to monitor Bonalu tra�c
Hyderabad Traffic Police have deployed drones for 
the first time to monitor traffic during Bonalu 
festivities at Golconda Fort. Live aerial surveillance 
is helping regulate diversions, parking and 
congestion, enabling quicker responses to 
bottlenecks. Senior traffic officials are supervising 
operations to ensure smooth movement and 
devotees’ safety. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Student dies by suicide in Puppalaguda
Hyderabad: A 20-year-old degree student allegedly died by suicide at 
her residence in Puppalaguda on Monday. The victim, V Shreya, was a 
student of Vasavi Engineering College. She was found hanging in her 
room. Upon receiving information, Narsingi police reached her resi-

dence and launched an investigation. During the visit, police recovered 
a two-page suicide note, which indicated that Shreya had taken the 

extreme step because of the severe mental distress caused by deroga-
tory remarks from a faculty member during her exam on July 17. 

PD Act invoked against rowdy sheeter
Hyderabad: Hyderabad police have invoked the Prevention Detention 
Act against a notorious rowdy sheeter, Bojja Bhagyarah, a resident of 
Chilkalguda, citing his repeated involvement in violent crimes in the 

city. The order was executed by Chilkalguda police on Tuesday. Bhag-
yarah is a habitual offender with 15 criminal cases filed against him 

across Hyderabad and Malkajgiri. The cases include charges of attempt 
to murder, rioting, causing grievous hurt and criminal intimidation.

POCSO case: Student, 
auto driver convicted

Hyderabad: A special court at LB 
Nagar in Ranga Reddy district on 

Tuesday convicted two accused 
in a POCSO case registered at 

Balapur police station in 2022. 
The court sentenced the prime 

accused, Sampangi Chendra 
Shekar (23), an auto driver from 

Balapur, to 10 years of rigorous 
imprisonment. The second ac-

cused, Bollipaka Madhu (22), is a 
student from Akanpally village.

Newborn abandoned 
near Shamshabad
Hyderabad: A newborn girl was 
found abandoned in a white 
bag in Shamshabad on Tuesday. 
RGIA police said they received 
information around 11 am that an 
abandoned baby had been found 
beside the ORR service road and 
near Airport Colony bridge. The 
officials rushed to the spot and 
shifted the baby to Shamshabad 
Government Hospital for treat-
ment.  A case has been registered.

C R I M E  B R I E F

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

A 42-year-old rowdy sheeter, 
Dasari Surender alias Suri, 
was hacked to death by his first 
wife’s brother and his associ-
ates at Nandanavanam, Meer-
pet, on Monday night. 

Police said Surender, who 
had several criminal cases 
against him, had earlier been 
booked under the PD Act. 

He allegedly murdered his 
first wife, Saba Fatima, in 2024 
and later killed her brother 
Salman. 

Police said Fatima’s other 
brother,  Arbaz,  attacked 
Surender during a family birth-
day celebration after allegedly 
spraying a harmful substance 
into his eyes. 

Surender died at Apollo 
DRDO Hospital. Police said Ar-
baz later went live on Insta-
gram, claiming responsibility 
for the murder. 

Meerpet police detained the 
suspects and registered a case.

Rowdy sheeter 
murdered in 
revenge attack

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

MISSION BHAGIRATHA CIRCLE, BHONGIR
TENDER NOTICE

e-NIT NO. 33/T1/MB/SDF-Tharigoppula/Bhongir Circle/2025-26, Dated: 
20.07.2026 (2nd Call - Reserved for Waddera/Sagara) - Construction of 20 KL OHSR 
at Wadlawada of Tharigoppula (V&M). Est. cost of 16.05 Lakhs. Work bid evaluation 
starts from date 25-07-2026 to 12-08-2026 up to 03:00 PM. 

Further details can be had from https://tender.telangana.gov.in/
Sd/- Superintending Engineer, MB Circle, Bhongir

DIPR R.O. No.6411-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21/07/2026

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
TENDER NOTICE No. Engg/10/2026-27/83  Date: 21.07.2026

Name of the work
Est. 

Amount
Last date & time 

for receipts of bids
Name & Address of  
Officer, Phone No.

Spreading of Good Gravel and Stone Dust for Bonalu 
Festival and Arranging of Temporary Lights in view 
of Bonalu Festival on Hire Basis at various temples 
in Nadergul, Division no.57, Prashanthi hills, Division 
no.58, Jillelaguda, Division no.59, Meerpet, Division 
no.60, Badangpet, Division no.61, Balapur, Division 
no.62, Badangpet Circle-16, Shamshabad Zone, GHMC.

Rs.  
30.70 
Lakhs

24.07.2026  
@ 3.00 PM

Sri D.Kistappa, 
Executive Engineer, 

Badangpet Circle-16, 
500058. 

eec16.badangpet@
gmail.com

Ph.No. 9849906776

For further details can be seen at e-procurement @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in/login.html
Sd/-  Executive Engineer, Badangpet Circle-16, Shamshabad Zone, GHMC.

DIPR R.O. No.6398-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21/07/2026

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL



N an escalatory move, the US 
Senate is expediting the  
Sanctioning Russia Act 2026 
containing a revised package 
of  sanctions and tariffs to
squeeze Moscow’s finances 
for the Ukraine war. The  

bipartisan Bill has enough votes to 
pass the Senate. Russians are hoping 
that the new legislation, where the dis-
cretion to impose sanctions vests with 
US President Donald Trump, may be 
largely symbolic. But one can never be 
too sure of  Trump’s shifting moods.

In the US estimation, the support for 
the war among Russian elite and the 
public is waning amid growing unease 
over the Ukrainian strikes deep inside 
the country, including in Moscow. 
Trump has echoed the European nar-
rative that Russian forces are in some 
trouble. Therefore, ruling party United 
Russia’s performance in the State 
Duma elections on September 18-20, 
the first since the war began, becomes 
a significant benchmark.   

Two recent issues of  The Economist 
magazine featured sensational reports 
regarding dissatisfaction in Russia. Of  
course, the journal has a reputation as 
a flag-carrier of  anti-Russian narra-
tives. But one of  the pieces is an article 
under the byline of  one of  Russia’s 
most prominent industrialists, Andrey 
Melnichenko, nicknamed ‘fertiliser 
king’, who is under Western sanctions. 
Interestingly, the article was first fea-
tured in the Russian daily Nezavisi-
maya Gazeta, close to the Kremlin  
establishment. It makes Melnichenko’s 
decision to speak out rather intriguing, 
as he sketches for Russia grim scenar-
ios if  the war in Ukraine drags on and 
nothing changes domestically. 

Melnichenko assesses that without 
policies that focus more on citizens’ 
welfare and present a more predicta-
ble, less hostile face to the West, Rus-
sia could descend into chaos or some 
kind of  powerless vassal relationship 
with China or the West.

The debate about Melnichenko’s 
piece is heating up Moscow’s lively 
echo chamber, and is parsed carefully 
also by different brands of  Russia 
watchers. On the other hand, balanc-
ing this to an extent is a sizeable group 
that expresses dissatisfaction differ-
ently. They want to prosecute the war 
more aggressively. They are not 
against the war, but are frustrated by 
its slow pace and favour further mobi-
lisation and putting the country on a 
stronger war footing.

Public opinion is never easy to gauge 

in Russia. Indeed, the public mood has 
been darkened by Ukraine’s audacity 
to reach deeply and destructively into 
Russian territory with advanced 
drones supplied by the Nato countries. 
But then, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has been in similar situations be-
fore too in his tumultuous career in the 
Kremlin, beginning with the Chechen 
war, which had American backing. In 
Ukraine, Putin is winning the war and 
his strategy is about winning without 
humiliating the adversary.

Putin is a keen student of  German 
history, and I’ve written previously 
also that his statecraft bears striking 
similarity to that of  Otto von Bis-
marck, who oversaw the unification 
of  Germany and served as its first 
Chancellor from 1871 to 1890, which 
earned him the nickname Eiserner 

Kanzler (Iron Chancellor). That is 
quintessential Putin for you. 

At the moment, Putin is where  
Bismarck stood as the Prussian army 
was knocking at the gates of  Vienna 
after defeating the Austrian empire in 
the Austro-Prussian war of  1866. Bis-
marck had a historic choice to annex 
Austria, but with great deliberation, 
chose not to humiliate the Habsburgs, 
one of  Europe’s most powerful and en-
during dynastic systems. Instead, he 
allowed it to acquire the vainglorious 
title of  Austro-Hungarian Empire. Of  
course, Bismarck’s wisdom and fore-
sight—and his balance-of-power ap-
proach to diplomacy—helped maintain 
unified Germany’s position in the mid-
dle of  Europe. He was proven right 
when Austria aligned with fraternal 
Germany to fight the First World War.

Great powers have a profound sense 
of  history. Therefore, one can say with a 
high degree of  certainty that Putin will 
not order any attack on the Nato coun-
tries for bleeding Russia. Of  course, an 
alternative would be the outright an-
nexation of  Ukraine, but that too does 
not appeal to him. He would rather pre-
fer a ‘neutral’ Ukraine as buffer, which 
would mean no Nato membership.

Of  course, Putin, although a concilia-
tor par excellence, will never compro-
mise on Russia’s core interests. He’s far 
too great a patriot and nationalist at 
heart. But this is also where he is con-
scious of  the need to keep whatever re-
sidual contact he would have with 
Trump to lean on Ukraine President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy or the hotheads in 
Europe if  circumstances necessitate it. 
Evidently, Putin is keeping cool himself, 
leaving it to the foreign ministry to dab-
ble in fiery rhetoric from time to time. 

However, this does not mean passiv-
ity. Putin now has the wonder weapon 
Oreshnik missile operationally ready 
after three field tests on Ukrainian 
soil. The latest test in Kyiv recently 
was so devastatingly successful that no 
one wants to talk about it. Indeed, the 
message has gone home, as the ouster 
of  tech-savvy, 35-year-old Mykhailo  
Fedorov, a favourite of  Western tech 
companies, as Ukraine’s defence min-
ister last week by President Zelenskyy 
signals. Notably, since Fedorov’s dis-
missal, there has been a drop in the 
intensity of  Kyiv’s drone warfare. 

In the political analysis of  Russia, it 
is not easy to gauge the moment when 
incremental change reaches a critical 
mass and triggers a decisive shift. The 
big question is whether the present 
could be one such moment. Putin will 
escalate the conflict in Ukraine as  
retaliation, and this could even be  
imminent. Effective use of  Oreshnik 
to crush Ukrainian resistance is one 
possibility going forward. Again, since 
the capture of  Krasnyi Lyman in July, 
Russian forces have been putting rings 
of  encirclement around Kharkiv, 
Sumy and Chernihiv.

This could be a likely pointer to the 
upcoming Russian operations on Kyiv. 
The northern border of  Chernihiv ob-
last is part of  Ukraine’s international 
border abutting Belarus’s Gomel region 
in the north-west and Russia’s Bryansk 
oblast in the north-east, respectively. 
Chernihiv oblast is bisected into north-
ern and southern sections by the Desna 
river, which enters the Dnieper just 
north of  Kyiv’s city limits.

 (Views are personal)

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka I MODERN-DAY
BISMARCK FACES
A SHIFTING MAP 

Like the Iron Chancellor, Putin wants to win without humiliating  
the adversary. Grumbles about deep strikes in Russia and firing of 
Ukraine’s defence minister set the stage for a winter of discontent

LEAVE POTHICHORU ALONE, 
FOCUS ON HEALTH SYSTEM

T
HOUSANDS of  families in Kerala cook an extra portion 
of  lunch on assigned days round the year to feed needy 
strangers in government hospitals. This meal, called 
pothichoru or packed rice, is collected and delivered  
by volunteers, mostly cadres of  the Democratic Youth 

Federation of  India, the CPI(M)’s youth wing. Every day,  
40,000 such meal parcels are distributed across the state. The 
person who cooks the meal has no idea about the caste or  
religion of  the receiver; neither does the receiver know about 
the person who cooked the meal. RSS-affiliated Sevabharati, 
too, distributes food to the needy in hospitals. So, when Health 
Minister K Muraleedharan announced that he would stop  
the distribution of  pothichoru by political organisations in 
government hospitals, the public outrage was huge.

Muraleedharan’s argument was that government hospitals 
“are not venues to display political or organisational flags” 
and proposed that all food distribution be routed through 
government-run community kitchens to ensure a standard-
ised system. The statement drew sharp reactions from various 
quarters, particularly the DYFI, which has been running a 
large food distribution network at medical colleges since 2017. 
The BJP, too, voiced strong objection, suggesting that minister 
should instead be encouraging Youth Congress workers to  
follow suit. They alleged that the programme is being hastily 
banned before alternative systems are implemented.

Facing criticism from all quarters, the health minister has 
taken a step back, insisting he was trying to address the  
shortage of  space in state hospital premises. Politics apart, 
stopping this much-loved humanitarian gesture is not in  
anyone’s interest. These organisations had to step in with food 
packets to fill the gap left by the authorities, as government 
hospital canteens were in an abysmal condition. Pothichoru  
is not just about cooking an extra meal—it is also about cook-
ing with a sense of  shared humanity. The minister, instead of  
mixing narrow politics in this exemplary act, should focus on 
addressing the various systemic issues faced by the state’s 
health sector. Kerala is in the grip of  various types of  seasonal 
infections, with related 67 deaths being reported this month 
alone. Rather than going after pothichoru distribution, it will 
be more useful if  the ministry channels its energy towards 
ensuring better disease surveillance and service delivery.

Q U I C K  TA K E

THE WAY OF WATER

WHEN Soviet scientists tried to get back to their Antarctic 
station Druzhnaya 1 in October 1986, they found it had 
drifted away on an iceberg. Thus began the slow journey 

of  A-23a, the world’s largest iceberg that was once half  the 
size of  Bengaluru. After keeping the scientific community 
rapt for four decades, during which climate science grew into 
a formidable discipline, this massive table of  snow recently 
melted away in the South Atlantic, releasing a trove of  nutri-
ents in sparkling-blue meltwater. It taught generations of  
glaciologists and marine biologists how melting icebergs act 
as transporter of  materials, alter salinity and reconfigure 
ocean floors. Today it’s essential knowledge in a planet of  
rapidly-warming oceans. It’s as if  a gentle giant finally rested 
after teaching the world the way of  water.

Iberian iteration
Ref: Spain win a triumph (Jul 21). What stood 
out in Spain’s victory was quiet consistency, 
not spectacle. Indian administrators often 
celebrate flashes of individual brilliance 
while ignoring grassroots coaching. If  the 
federation invested in age-group academies 
the way Spain did decades ago, better  
results would follow naturally. 
Prajesh Paramasivan, Coimbatore

Juvenile care
Ref: No country for adolescents (Jul 21). 
Parents, teachers, school administration and 
social media jointly share a responsibility. 
There is a strong need for properly trained 
carers, security personnel and dedicated 
departments to monitor juvenile homes.
P Prema, Thanjavur 

Citizens’ power
Ref: Centre blinks (Jul 21). It  has become 
evident that we, the people, have been 
pushed to the limit of hopelessness. Citizens 
had been assumed to be zombified and 
acting on what Big Brother says. But the 
diverse crowd that had set for Parliament 
gave a fitting reply to the government’s 
strategy of bread and circuses.
Nilika Sett, Sundargarh

Mounting agony
This was not merely a protest, but an 
expression of frustration and discontent 
felt by millions. While leaders engage in 
chestbeating overseas, students are met 
with batons at home. That protestors remain 
steadfast in their demands even after facing 
lathis indicates that the movement is a 
culmination of years of piled-up grievances.
Mahesh Sidhmukh, email

Poetic reportage
Ref: La Roja say two cheers (Jul 21). Hats 
off to TNIE’s sports desk for bringing poetry 
on paper every day. Even if one had missed 
‘telecasts’ of a game, reporters brought it 
live as ‘paper-casts’. Reading the World Cup 
coverage was like enjoying one’s favourite 
dish in their favourite restaurant.
Jaikishan N, Bengaluru

Shared rivers
Ref: IWT won’t be functional in present 
form (Jul 21). Water-sharing agreements 
must evolve with changing realities, but any 
revision should be guided by international 
law, environmental sustainability and 
humanitarian concerns. While national 
security cannot be compromised, rivers 
are shared natural resources that demand 
responsible stewardship.
Stephanie Siby Koshy, Pathanamthitta 

M K BHADRAKUMAR

MANDAR PARDIKAR

M K 
Nambyar

Such is the illusion of power that those enthroned 
in the seat of authority are apt to identify their 
own self-preservation as the preservation of the 
State, and therefore as the supreme social good
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Former diplomat 

AGITATIONS HIGHLIGHT 
ANGST AT SHRINKAGE 

OF DEMOCRATIC SPACE

P
ROTESTS rent the air at both ends of  Delhi’s Sansad 
Marg as legislators and agitators demanded debate and 
action on the country’s exams mess. What began on 
Monday as a students’ protest became a full-fledged  
political drama on Tuesday with the principal opposition 

party jumping into the fray. As the Leader of  the Opposition 
staged an unprecedented sit-in before the Prime Minister’s 
residence along with the Chief  Ministers of  Kerala and  
Karnataka, the government sent an emissary to mediate. 
However, matters remained unresolved at the end of  Tuesday.

The evening before, despair was writ large on the faces  
of  thousands of  battered young protestors who had gathered 
on the Cockroach Janta Party’s call demanding resignation 
of  the Union education minister and compensation for the 
families of  those who had died by suicide because of  exam 
scandals. Though they were mostly demanding a fairer shot 
at the future, they got lathi-charged and tear-gassed. Despite 
the temporary detention of  70-odd protestors, they braved 
inclement weather to gather again on Tuesday. 

Solidarity marches were reported from Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kochi, Pune and Panjim. Thus, what 
CJP co-founder Abhijeet Dipke admitted had started as a joke
playing on a loose remark has become a lightning rod for  
dissent. Both in Parliament and on the streets, there is growing 
frustration at the shrinkage of  democratic space. The retreat in 
Parliament’s deliberative role is plain in the decreasing time for 
or denial of  debate on crucial topics. Outside, the anxiety is not 
just about glitches in medical entrance exams, but in a series of
derailed recruitment drives. As the future of  lakhs of  families 
is held hostage to incompetence, apathy and corruption in a 
job-starved economy, there is an unmistakable feeling that the 
government is unable to address their genuine concerns. 

Action is required on all sides. The government must  
engage in earnest with the protestors and plan enough House 
time for a thorough debate. The opposition must participate 
continuously in making education work for all, not just when 
protests reach a crescendo. The sacking of  a minister would 
be a mark of  accountability, but it would not cure systemic 
ills. Most importantly, citizens staring aghast at the dispro-
portionate response to peaceful protests must vote on the 
issues raised. Only then can the pledge made at the midnight 
hour of  independence be substantially redeemed.

OR a decade, India’s demo-
graphic arithmetic has been a 
great source of  optimism. A 
swelling working-age popula-
tion, shrinking share of  de-
pendents and still-small elderly 
cohort together promised a de-

mographic dividend—the growth that ar-
rives when a country has far more pro-
ducers than mouths to feed. 

But a quieter demographic signal is 
now flashing red. Even as the share of  In-
dians of  working age is climbing to a 
peak, the country’s households are saving 
less than they have in nearly two decades. 
The puzzle strikes at the heart of  how de-
mographers think about saving.

In 1985, Franco Modigliani won the No-
bel for his life-cycle hypothesis, which held 
that people do not simply spend what they 
earn each year. They borrow when young, 
save through their prime working years 
and draw on those savings in old age. Scaled 
up, the theory carries a striking implica-
tion: a country’s saving rate is written less 
by how wealthy it is than by how its people 
are distributed across the life-cycle.

Ronald Lee and Andrew Mason later 
drew out a sequel with the ‘second demo-
graphic dividend’. If  the first dividend is 
the mechanical rise in output per person, 
the second is subtler and not guaranteed: 
the wealth those workers accumulate as 
they anticipate old age. It materialises only 
where the age structure meets institu-
tions—pensions, formal finance, function-
ing labour markets—that let the instinct to 
save harden into investable assets.

Set India’s numbers against that frame-
work and the age-structure and saving 
rate are moving in opposite directions. 
The working-age share has risen from 
around 58 percent at the turn of  the cen-
tury to nearly 65 percent today, and the UN 
projects it will keep climbing into the 2040s 
before the country begins to age. By Mod-
igliani’s logic, household saving should be 
rising in step. Instead, it has fallen sharp-
ly—from a peak equivalent to roughly a 
third of  disposable income around the late 
2000s to about a fifth today. The demo-
graphic tailwind is at its strongest just as 
the saving it is meant to generate fades.

The contrast sharpens when India is set 
beside economies it hopes to emulate. East 
Asia is the canonical proof  of  Modigliani’s 
logic, not its exception: Japan, South Korea 
and later China all saved massively as their 
working-age shares crested, converting a 
youthful age structure into a deep pool of  
investable wealth. Japanese and Korean 
households sustained saving rates in the 

mid-teens or higher through their bulge 
decades; China’s household saving climbed 
toward a third of  disposable income as its 
dependency ratio fell. When those rates  
finally turned down, they did so for the  
reason the theory predicts—ageing popula-
tions spending what they had banked.

India inverts the sequence. Its saving 
rate is sliding while its working-age share 
is still climbing. Comparative work by 
Gerald Bloom and co-authors on Japan, 
China and India finds that demographic 
transitions explain much of  the diver-
gence in these three nations’ saving paths. 

India’s break from the pattern is precise-
ly what makes it worth explaining. 

If  age structure cannot account for the 
fall, then the cause must lie in the  
incomes and institutions that are sup-
posed to turn a young workforce into  
savers. So why is a young India saving 
like an old one? Three answers stand 
out—each a story about the population.

The first is that the demographic bulge 
has not become a productive one. The life-
cycle model assumes that the people 
crowding into the prime-age brackets are 

at the peak of  their earning power. In  
India that link is weak. Much of  the work-
ing-age surge is concentrated among the 
young, the informally employed and the 
underemployed, whose incomes are too 
thin and too volatile to leave a surplus.

Half  of  the potential workforce is largely 
missing: female labour-force participation, 
though rising, remains low and heavily in-
formal. It reminds us that a working-age 
population is not the same as a working 
population, and only the second one saves.

Second, the demographic transition is 
outpacing the institutions meant to ac-
company it. Formal pension coverage
reaches only a minority of  workers and 
social insurance for the informal major-
ity is thin. The oldest safety net of  all, 
grown-up children supporting ageing 
parents, is fraying as families shrink and 
disperse. India is ageing faster than it is 
building the machinery to save for it. 

The third is that consumption is ab-
sorbing the dividend. Household borrow-
ing has crept up over the same years—
unsecured retail credit, credit cards, 
EMIs—even as financial assets have failed 
to keep pace. When the RBI tightened 
rules on unsecured loans in late 2023, it 
signalled that people were borrowing fast-
er than their incomes were growing. 

The stakes are set by the demographic 
clock. India’s window is finite—on current 
projections, it begins to close within a cou-
ple of  decades. Household savings have 
long been the country’s primary pool of  
domestic capital. A structurally lower sav-
ing rate, carried alongside a heavier debt 
load, shifts the burden of  financing invest-
ment through government borrowing. 

Unlike the first dividend, which the age 
structure delivers, the second must be earned 
by pulling women into quality work, build-
ing pension instruments informal workers 
can trust and watching the composition  
of  household credit as closely as growth. 

India still has demography on its side. 
What it risks is reaching the end of  its 
most productive decades with little  
to show for them, having consumed a  
dividend it never paused to bank.

 (Views are personal)
 Full article on newindianexpress.com

F
MISSING: SECOND DEMOGRAPHIC BONUS

SRINIVAS GOLI
Associate Professor at the International 

Institute for Population Sciences

NEHA JAIN
Assistant Professor of economics at  
the Delhi Technological University

Why is India’s household saving 
at a two-decade low while its 
working-age population is 
swelling? We are going opposite 
to the route Japan and China took. 
We must consider that a working-
age cohort may not all be at  
work and informal workers  
aren’t pausing to bank

Growing workforce saving less

Household saving as % of GDP Working-age population share (15-64 years,%)
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PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi

HIGH political drama unfolded 
outside Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s residence at Lok 
Kalyan Marg on Tuesday 
evening as Delhi Police de-
tained Leader of  Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi, Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra and several Opposi-
tion MPs after they staged a 
sit-in demanding action over 
the alleged NEET paper leak 
and police crackdown on pro-
testing students.

The protest began near the 
Lok Kalyan Marg roundabout 
and quickly turned into a flash-
point between the Congress 
and the government. The party 
demanded the resignation of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan, 
while seeking a discussion in 
Parliament on the alleged pa-
per leak and police action 
against students.

The situation escalated short-
ly after Samajwadi Party chief  
Akhilesh Yadav arrived at the 
protest site around 6 pm to ex-
press solidarity with the Con-
gress. Moments later, Delhi Po-
lice, backed by Rapid Action 
Force (RAF) personnel, moved 
in to clear the area, triggering 
chaotic scenes.

As police personnel attempt-
ed to remove the protesters, 
pushing and jostling broke out. 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gan-
dhi and other Congress MPs 
resisted being taken away, 
while their security personnel 
tried to shield them amid the 
melee. Congress leaders, ex-
hausted after sitting for over 
hours in sweltering heat and 
high humidity, continued rais-
ing slogans even as police es-
corted them towards waiting 
buses. A tight protective ring 
was formed around Priyanka 
Gandhi by her security staff  
and party leaders as police ad-
vanced. Senior Congress leader 
KC Venugopal was seen en-
gaged in a heated exchange 
with police officials, insisting 
that the protest was peaceful 
and should be allowed to con-
tinue. Despite multiple security 
layers around the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence, several Con-

gress workers managed to 
breach barricades and join the 
demonstration.

Police detained the leaders in 
batches before escorting Rahul 
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi and 
Akhilesh Yadav in separate 
buses. It took nearly 45 minutes 
for security personnel to clear 
the protest site.

For nearly three hours, Con-
gress MPs remained seated on 
the road outside the Prime Min-
ister’s residence, raising slo-
gans. Following the detentions, 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge launched a scath-
ing attack on the Centre, accus-
ing it of  stifling democratic 
dissent. “The tyrannical gov-
ernment is trembling in fear,” 
Kharge said in a post on X. 

Alleging that repeated exam-
ination paper leaks had “ru-
ined the education system,” 
Kharge further claimed the fu-
ture of  millions of  students 
across the country had been 
put at risk.
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Mahua Moitra @MahuaMoitra

July 21st, 2026 - my heart is full of love & joy. It was 
crystal clear today that traitors are never rewarded, 
that spine & courage & principles always triumph

Supriya Sule @supriya_sule

Mumbai is not just a city, its spirit of democratic India.  
Using prohibitory orders while students across country are  
demanding accountability over NEET sends wrong message

Yogi Adityanath @myogiadityanath

You are my foremost appeal...It is the rainy 
season ahead, exercise vigilance and caution... 
Even a single loss of life causes us pain...

POSTS
OF THE 

DAY

U D AYA N  K I S H O R E  @ New Delhi

THE Delhi High Court on Tues-
day directed to immediately 
shift activist Sonam Wangchuk 
to Medanta Hospital “to ensure 
his fundamental rights under 
the Constitution”, as desired by 
his family. The court said that 
moving Wangchuk to a hospital 
of  his choice would protect his 
fundamental rights.

A bench of  Chief  Justice De-
vendra Kumar Upadhyaya and 
Justice Tejas Karia also or-
dered the constitution of  a 
committee of  doctors 
from the Medanta Hos-
pital to monitor Wang-
chuk and provide him 
medication, saying that 
he should abide by  
the order.

The bench said that Wang-
chuk’s wife Gitanjali Angmo 
would be allowed to visit her 
husband as and when she de-
sires. The bench made the di-
rections on an appeal filed by 
Angmo, who argued that her 
husband was being held at 
Safdarjung Hospital against 
his will and the Delhi Police 
kept him there to prevent him 
from rejoining the Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP) protest. 

Angmo had approached the 
division bench against a single 
judge bench order passed on 

Sunday, which did not allow 
shifting of  Wangchuk.

Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta said that the government 
had no objection to the shifting 
of  Wangchuk to Medanta. 
“Only thing is that he may not 
get a discharge against medical 
advice. Those who are around 
him want him out, irrespective 
of  his health,” he said. The 
court, however, said, “We will 
not go into all that. Do not drag 
the court into all that.”

The division bench passed 
the order after taking into ac-

count the opinion of  
Wangchuk’s doctors.  
“Having regard to the 
submissions made, the 
opinion expressed by 

the doctors present and 
the concerns raised by 

them, we are of  the opinion 
that the husband of  the appel-
lant ought to be shifted to a hos-
pital of  his choice. We accord-
ingly direct that the husband of  
the appellant shall be immedi-
ately shifted to Medanta,” the 
bench said.

Moreover, the court also di-
rected Angmo to cooperate 
with the decision. “Please coop-
erate. Court’s concern is only 
with his health. Nothing to do 
with all that is going on,”  
the bench told her counsel 
Akhil Sibal.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ New Delhi

PARLIAMENT proceedings re-
mained paralysed for the sec-
ond consecutive day on Tues-
day as repeated protests by Op-
position members over the 
alleged NEET paper leak and 
police action against protesting 
students led to repeated ad-
journments in both the Lok 
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

In the Lok Sabha, proceed-
ings were disrupted from the 
outset as Opposition MPs 
raised slogans for a discussion 
on the alleged NEET paper 
leak, the police crackdown on 
student protesters and allega-
tions of  theft of  donations at 
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

As soon as Question Hour be-
gan at 11 am, Opposition mem-
bers trooped into the Well of  
the House, prompting Speaker 
Om Birla to assure them that 
they would be given an oppor-
tunity to raise their issues in 
accordance with parliamentary 
rules. With protests continu-
ing, the House was adjourned.

When the House reconvened 
at noon, sloganeering resumed 
as ministers tabled official pa-
pers amid the din. After repeat-
ed appeals by the chair for 
members to return to their 
seats went unheeded, proceed-
ings were adjourned again un-
til 2 pm. Similar scenes unfold-
ed in the afternoon, with Dilip 
Saikia who was in the chair, 
urging protesting members to 
participate in proceedings be-
fore adjourning the House. The 
Rajya Sabha also saw disrup-
tions over the “police lathi-
charge” on students. Opposi-
tion MPs raised slogans soon 
after the House assembled, forc-
i n g  C h a i r m a n  C P  R a d -
hakrishnan to adjourn until 
noon and later for the day.

Girl hurt in stir critical
A young woman protester 
remained in critical condition 
on a ventilator at Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia (RML) 
Hospital on Tuesday, a day 
after sustaining severe 
injuries during a security 
crackdown on the stir.

MoS Jitendra Singh arrives to interact with Congress members who staged a protest near the Prime Minister ’s residence (L); police detain Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi during the protest;  and security personnel detain Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi |  EXPRESS

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  
@ New Delhi

UNION Minister Jitendra 
Singh on Tuesday accused Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi of  
going back on his words after 
the government agreed to a dis-
cussion on NEET and related 
issues in Parliament.

The Centre sent Singh to 
urge Gandhi to end his sit-in 
outside PM Narendra Modi’s 
Lok Kalyan Marg residence. 

Singh spoke to Gandhi for sev-
eral minutes, but all his efforts 
failed to persuade Gandhi to 
end his sit-in.

Later, Singh, in a social me-
dia post, alleged that the LoP 
“backtracked” from his earlier 
demand for a debate. Singh said 
that this behavoiur did  not be-
fit a leader of  his stature.

Singh said that a request was 
made to Gandhi to end the sit-
in, as the site was not meant for 
protests, and that holding a 

demonstration there was caus-
ing considerable inconvenience 
to the public. “Rahul Gandhi 
put forward the demand that if  
the government agrees to dis-
cuss in Parliament all issues 
related to NEET and the associ-
ated movement, he would im-
mediately end his sit-in. Within 
a few moments, after taking 
permission from the govern-
ment’s top leadership, Rahul 
Gandhi was assured that his 
demand has been accepted and 

the government is ready to dis-
cuss in Parliament all issues 
related to NEET and the associ-
ated movement,” Singh said.

He alleged that Gandhi did 
not agree to his request and in-
stead demanded that Union 
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan must also resign. 
The minister also said that the 
Congress “has not given any 
notice to date for a formal dis-
cussion on this serious matter 
(NEET issue) as per rules”.

Rebel TMC MPs likely to join 
NDA meetings from next week

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day sought response from the 
Centre and other parties on a 
plea seeking directions to au-
thorities to start an appeal 
process for people excluded 
from the final National Regis-
ter of  Citizens (NRC) in Assam. 
The plea, filed by the Assam 
State Jamiat Ulama, was heard 
by a bench of  CJI Surya Kant, 
Justice Joymalya Bagchi and 
Justice Vipul M Pancholi.

“Nothing is happening. For 
those who have been excluded, 
there is a provision for appeal, 
but nothing is happening,” the 
petitioner’s counsel submitted, 
adding that a similar matter 
was already pending before the 
top court. The petitioner ar-
gued that a large number of  
people are left out of  the NRC 
process and need a structured 
way to appeal their exclusion. 
The final NRC was released on 
August 31, 2019. Of  3.30 crore 
applicants, 3.11 crore were in-
cluded and 19.06 lakh were ex-

cluded, as per the data from the 
state coordinator’s office. If  a 
clear appeal process exists, the 
excluded people could gather 
documents to prove their case, 
the petitioner argued.

“Issue notice,” the bench said 
and tagged the plea with the 
pending petition. The court 
sought responses from the Cen-
tre, Assam government and the 
office of  the state NRC coordi-
nator in four weeks. The peti-
tioner also sought directions to 
issue national identity cards 
under Section 14A of  the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, to all persons 
included in the final NRC.

At the time of  the publica-
tion of  the NRC, the Centre has 
insisted that the government 
machinery would assist exclud-
ed people with appeals. It had 
claimed that the needy would 
be helped through its vast dis-
trict legal service aid network. 
The Assam government had as-
sured free legal aid to any per-
son excluded from the list and 
who is unable to afford such le-
gal assistance to help the disad-
vantaged sections.

SC seeks Centre’s response 
on NRC appeals in Assam 

Doval in Saudi, 
holds talks on 
energy & crisis 
in West Asia ’96 Raj bus blast: 

SC sets aside 
death sentence, 
orders fresh trial

SECURITY TALKS

‘NO CENTRALISED DATA 
BASE ON HAIS IN INDIA’

India does not maintain a 
centralised national database 

capturing institution-wise data 
on all hospital-acquired 

infections, Union Health Minister 
JP Nadda said Tuesday. In a 

statement in the Rajya Sabha, 
the minister said, “Government 
has instituted mechanisms for 

surveillance of healthcare-
associated infections (HAIs) 

through various national 
programmes and institutions. 

However, a centralised national 
database capturing institution-
wise data on all HAIs across the 

country is not maintained,” he 
said. The minister said that HAI 

surveillance is undertaken in 
designated institutions through 

established surveillance systems.

‘52L GIRLS HAVE GOT 
HPV JABS AS OF JULY 15’ 
An estimated 52,10,302 girls have 
received HPV vaccine across the 
country till July 15, the Rajya 
Sabha was informed Tuesday. The 
HPV vaccine, which is delivered 
free of cost at designated 
government health facilities in the 
country, was launched on February 
28, for approximately 1.2 crore 
eligible beneficiary girls aged 14 
years across all 36 states and UTs. 
In a written reply, Union Minister 
of State of Health and Family 
Welfare Ministry, Anupriya Patel, 
said training on HPV vaccination 
has been completed for medical 
and paramedical staff across all 
36 states/UTs in the country. The 
coverage data on the HPV 
vaccination campaign is captured 
through U-WIN portal.

POWER CORRIDOR
RENEWABLE ENERGY INSTALLED CAPACITY 288 GW 

Renewable energy installed capacity in the country has increased from 
76.38 GW in 2014 to 288.58 GW by June 2026, Parliament was informed 
on Tuesday. The 288.58 GW includes 162.15 solar, 57.44 wind energy, 11.75 

GW bio power and 57.24 GW hydro power. Minister of State for New & 
Renewable Energy Shripad Yesso Naik stated in a written reply to the 

Rajya Sabha, “So far, a total of 297.36 GW non-fossil fuel sources based 
electricity capacity has been installed in the country as on June 30, 2026.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ New Delhi

THE 20 rebel TMC MPs who 
have broken away from the par-
ty are expected to begin partici-
pating in NDA meetings from 
next Tuesday sources said.

The development comes days 
after 20 of  the TMC’s 28 Lok 
Sabha MPs revolted against the 
party leadership following its 
defeat in the West Bengal As-
sembly elections and joined the 
Nationalist Citizens Party of  
India (NCPI), a registered but 
unrecognised political party 
based in Howrah.

The rebel MPs have submit-
ted a petition to the Speaker 
seeking recognition of  their 
merger with the NCPI. “Our pe-
tition about merging with NCPI 
is pending with the speaker 
and we are hopeful of  a deci-
sion being taken soon,” a party 
leader said. The political rea-
lignment became visible dur-
ing the customary all-party 
meeting convened ahead of  the 
Monsoon Session, where rebel 
MPs Sudip Bandyopadhyay and 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar attend-
ed after being invited by Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju. Their presence prompt-
ed opposition parties to stage a 
symbolic walkout before re-
turning to the meeting.

If  recognised by the Speaker, 
the breakaway faction would 
mark the biggest parliamenta-
ry splits in the TMC’s history 
and they would join NDA as 
NCPI. Otherwise they will have 
to attend the meeting as TMC 
rebels.  The expected participa-
tion of  the rebel MPs in NDA 
meetings from next week is 
likely to further deepen the po-
litical crisis within the TMC 
and reshape parliamentary 
equations during the session.

J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

NATIONAL Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval visited Saudi Arabia 
and held talks with Saudi For-
eign Minister Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan, with the two sides fo-
cusing on strengthening bilat-
eral strategic ties, enhancing 
energy security and safeguard-
ing maritime corridors. Doval 
met Prince Faisal in Riyadh on 
Monday to review the strategic 
partnership between India and 
Saudi Arabia and discuss the 
regional security situation.

“They also discussed the lat-
est regional developments and 
the efforts to enhance energy 
security and protect maritime 
corridors,” the Saudi Foreign 
Ministry said. The meeting was 
also attended by Saudi Deputy 
Minister for Political Affairs 
Saud Al-Sati. The visit comes 
against the backdrop of  height-
ened instability in the region 
following the continuing US-
Iran conflict, which has dis-
rupted shipping through the 
Strait of  Hormuz, a vital artery 
for global oil trade. Fresh con-
cerns have also emerged after 
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels announced a “maritime 
embargo” against Saudi Ara-
bia, threatening to block Saudi 
vessels in the strategically im-
portant Bab al-Mandab Strait. 

The Houthis said the move 
was in response to “Saudi re-
strictions on ports and airports 
in Houthi-controlled parts of  
Yemen.” Notably, Doval’s visit 
marks his third trip to Saudi 
Arabia this year, underlining 
the strategic coordination be-
tween New Delhi and Riyadh.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day set aside the conviction of  
Abdul Hameed in the 1996 Ra-
jasthan bus blast case and or-
dered a fresh trial. The direc-
tion came nearly 30 years after 
his arrest and 12 years after he 
was sentenced to death. The 
bench asked the chief  justice 
of  Rajasthan High Court to as-
sign the retrial to a special 
court in Jaipur and said pro-
ceedings should be completed 
within one year.

A bench of  Justices Vikram 
Nath, Sanjay Karol and Sand-
eep Mehta held that the trial 
was “fatally flawed” due to  
denial of  effective legal repre-
sentation and procedural fair-
ness. The bench, in its order, 
made it clear that the order was 
not based on the merits of  the 
prosecution case, but on the 
lack of  fairness as well as  
procedural propriety.

“The proceedings were fun-
damentally unfair, as Hameed 
was not provided effective legal 
assistance when witnesses de-
posed,” the top court said, as it 
directed that he be given mean-
ingful legal representation dur-
ing the retrial.

The court also acquitted co-
accused Pappu, alias Salim,
who is serving a life term for 
allegedly supplying explosives 
to the accused.

A L S O  I N  T O P  C O U R T
Case against bank 

over FERA quashed
In a relief to the Standard 
Chartered Bank, the SC on 

Tuesday quashed a 23-year-
old criminal complaint and 

summons issued under FERA 
provisions, saying that the 

complaint was not 
supported by any 

documentary evidence. 
A bench of Justices J B 

Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra quashed the 

complaint.

Govt reply sought 
on green relief fund
The SC on Tuesday sought 
responses from the Centre and 
the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) on a PIL 
alleging non-utilisation of 

environmental relief funds of 
over `1,000 crore. A three-

judge bench was urged by 
Jabalpur-based activist 

Gyan Prakash that the 
relief fund should 
have been used for 
road accident victims.

Cong president Kharge accuses Centre of suppressing dissent in democracy  Alleges education system ruined by ‘allowing’ repeated question paper leaks

‘Fundamental rights’: HC 
says shift Wangchuk to 
private hosp immediately

House adjourned for 2nd day as Oppn 
protests over crackdown on students

Rahul ‘backtracked’ on his demands: Minister

Rahul, Priyanka raise NEET heat in hot, humid capital





144 migrants 
reported dead or missing 
o� Mauritania, says UN
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   15 1 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 23 LR
Italy (Rome) 36 25 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 30 25 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 23 TDS
Maldives (Male) 30 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 25 19 LC

Singapore 34 25 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 30 24 SNY
Switzerland (Bern) 28 17 LR
Thailand (Bangkok) 34 24 TDS
Türkiye (Ankara) 34 18 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 38 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 27 TDS

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

Diplomatic push struggles as strikes continue
Iran attacks tanker in Hormuz after fresh US strikes on military targets, while Houthis threaten Red Sea shipping

ISLAMABAD

DIPLOMATS on Tuesday sought 
to salvage the collapsed interim 
deal between Iran and the Unit-
ed States even as both countries 
continued to launch attacks in a 
10th day of  renewed fighting. 

Iranian Interior Minister Es-
kandar Momeni’s visit to Paki-
stan, a key mediator in the con-
flict, pointed to intensified 
diplomatic efforts, but it was 
unclear what new arrangement 
might be reached to end the war. 
Shipping through the Strait of  
Hormuz has largely stalled, and 

as the fight for control over the 
waterway intensifies, both sides 

have targeted civilian infra-
structure in the region relied on 
by millions of  people.

A barrage of  US strikes hasn’t 
compelled Tehran to loosen its 
grip on the strait, through 
which about one-fifth of  the 
world’s crude oil and natural 
gas was shipped before the war. 
The US continued its airstrikes 
on the Islamic Republic early on 
Tuesday, and Iran attacked a 
tanker in the strait, forcing the
crew to abandon the ship. 

Iran also kept up attacks 
against US allies in the region. 
Sirens in Bahrain and Kuwait 

warned residents on Tuesday 
a f t e r n o o n  o f  i n c o m i n g 
projectiles.

In the Red Sea, Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels have opened a 
new front against Saudi Arabia 
by declaring a naval blockade of  
the kingdom, threatening the 
flow of  global oil supplies and 
trade. With the Strait of  Hor-
muz blocked up, Saudi Arabia 
has been relying on a pipeline to 
the Red Sea to get millions of  
barrels of  oil out to market. 

A news agency in Yemen that 
is run by the Houthis, SABA, 
said Tuesday that six ships in 

the Red Sea were forced to re-
route after they received warn-
ings from the rebel group. The 
Associated Press could not im-
mediately confirm the claim.

Three Houthi of ficials  
said the group warned interna-
tional shipping companies on 
Monday to avoid transiting in 
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the 
gateway to the Red Sea at the 
southern tip of  the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

The officials spoke on condi-
tion of  anonymity, saying they 
weren’t authorised to speak to 
journalists.  AP

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  meeting Iranian Interior Minister 
Eskandar Momeni at the Prime Minister 
House in Islamabad |  AFP

Israel builds giant barrier across 
Gaza, entrenching territorial divide
CAIRO

THE Israeli military is quietly 
but quickly building a giant 
earthen barrier separating 
the over 50% of  the Gaza Strip 
it controls from the 
rest of  the territory, 
according to satellite 
imagery, further en-
trenching the divi-
sion of  the tiny Pal-
estinian enclave.

More than 23 kilometers have 
been constructed in recent 
months, running through Pales-
tinian communities demolished 
by the military. That is equiva-
lent to more than half  the length 
of  the coastal strip, which is 

some 40 kilometers long and 11
kilometers wide, and home to 
over 2 million Palestinians.

When presented with the 
satellite images, Israel’s mili-
tary confirmed to The Associ-

ated Press it has built 
a physical barrier in 
the area of  the so-
called yellow line, 
the boundary to 
which Israeli troops 
withdrew under the 

October ceasefire deal with 
Hamas. 

The line was envisioned in 
the US-backed agreement as a 
temporary division of  the ter-
ritory pending a fuller Israeli 
withdrawal. AP

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH

Near Bana Durga Temple, Sankara, Sundargarh, Dist: Sundargarh
PIN-770020, Email : serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com, Via E-mail/E-despatch

Office Order No. 4102   1st Corrigendum                          Date. 20.07.2026
25001/779/2627:   The date of availability of tender online/ date of seeking clarification/ date of opening of tender 
for the following works invited under NIT Letter No.3719 dtd 04.07.2026 vide Bid Identification No: Online - RWC-
CESNG-19 of 2026-27 are hereby modified as follows:

Procurement
Officer

Bid 
Identifica-

tion No.

Availability of 
Tender On-line 

for bidding

Availability of 
Tender On-line for 

bidding upto

Last Date & Time 
of Seeking Tender 

Clarification
Technical 

Bid Opening
Financial 

Bid Opening

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construc-
tion Engineer, 

Rural Works Circle, 
Sundargarh

RWC-
CESNG-19 
of 2026-27

24.07.2026
11:00 AM

11.08.2026
5:00 PM

10.08.2026
5:00 PM

12.08.2026
11:00 AM

Will be 
intimated 
separately

All other terms and Conditions are remained Unchanged.                    
 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, 
OIPR- 25001/25133/1/26-27/0029  Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

CLASSIF IEDS

CHANGE OF NAME
I, BYREEDDY APPAYYAMMA Mother 
of Service No. 15195502M, Hav  
(GNR)  BYREDDY GOWRI REDDY, 
R/o.Vill: Byreddy Palem, PO: Reddy 
Kancheru, Teh: Bhogapuram, Dist: 
Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh-
535216 have changed my name from 
BYREEDY APPAYYAMMA to BYREDDY 
APPAYYAMMA Vide affidavit dt:21-7-
2026 before C.Samuel, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, BYREDDY SATYAM Father of 
Service No. 15195502M, Hav  
(GNR) BYREDDY GOWRI REDDY, 
R/o.Vill: Byreddy Palem, PO: Reddy 
Kancheru, Teh: Bhogapuram, Dist: 
Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh-
535216 have changed my name 
from BYREDDY SATYAM to BYREDDY 
SATHYAM vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 
before C.Samuel, Advocate and 
Notary,Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, DEVI. L.K. D/o G Venkateswara 
Rao is legally wedded wife of LAVU 
LOKESWARA RAO, Sr.No.292960 
T, Rank: SGT. Rtd. from Indian Air 
Force, presently residing at, Block 
C, -806, Ridge Towers, Ganesh 
Nagar, Chintal,HYDERABAD-
500054, Telangana, have changed 
my name DEVI LK to L KALIKA DEVI 
vide affidavit Dt.21/7/2026 before 
Notary, Hyderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, GUNDLAMONI RAMANAIAH  
father of No 2623584M SEP G 
RAGHAVENDAR, R/o.Vill & PO- 
Manajipeta, Tehsil-Godal, District- 
Mahabubnagar, Telangana-509401 
have changed my name from G 
RAMANAIAH  and GUNDLAMONI 
RAMANAIAH vide affidavit dt:21-
7-2026 before V.V.PRASADA 
RAO, Advocate and Notary, Uttam 
Nagar, Malkajgiri.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, GUNDLAMONI SUVARNA  
mother of No 2623584M SEP 
G RAGHAVENDAR, R/o.Vill & 
PO- Manajipeta, Tehsil-Godal,  
District- Mahabubnagar, Telangana-
509401 have changed my name 
from G SUVARNA to GUNDLAMONI 
SUVARNA vide affidavit dt:21-7-
2026 before V.V.PRASADA RAO, 
Advocate and Notary, Uttam 
Nagar, Malkajgiri.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MANIAMMAL Mother of Service No. 
15193939F, Hav SANKAR V, R/o.
Vill: Earimalai, Post:Thirumalvadi, 
Teh: Pennagaram, Dist: 
Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu-636808 
have changed my Name from 
MANIAMMAL to MANI VELAN vide 
affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, R MANTHIRA MOORTHY Father 
of Service No. 15187367P,  
Hav KARUPPASAMY M, R/o.
Vill: Ellainayakkan Patti, PO: 
Pottalurani, Teh: Srivaikuntam, 
Dist: Thoothukudi (Tuticorin), 
Tamilnadu-628851 have changed 
my Name from R MANTHIRA 
MOORTHY to MANDHIRAMOORTHY 
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MONISHA S is legally 
wedded spouse of Service 
No. 15193939F, Hav SANKAR 
V, R/o.Vill: Earimalai, Post: 
Thirumalvadi, Teh: Pennagaram, 
Dist: Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu-
636808 have changed my name 
from MONISHA S to MONISHA M 
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MUTHU P Father of Service 
No. 15196666P, HAV VINOTH 
M, R/o.Vill: Semminipati, 
PO:Katchaikatti, Teh: T Vadipatti, 
Dist: Madurai, Tamilnadu-625218 
have changed my name from 
MUTHU P to MUTHU PERUMAL 
vide Affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN, Ramakrishna, Advocate 
and Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, PS LATHIKA MANI Mother of 
Service No. 15240525H, NK 
ANEESH KUMAR AL, R/o.Vill: 
Chirakkara, PO:Chirakkara, Teh: 
Kollam, Dist: Kollam, Kerala-
691578 have changed my 
name from PS LATHIKA MANI 
to LATHIKAMANI AMMA P vide 
affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, RANI M Mother of Service 
No. 15196666P, HAV VINOTH 
M, R/o.Vill: Semminipati, 
PO:Katchaikatti, Teh: T Vadipatti, 
Dist: Madurai, Tamilnadu-
625218 have changed my name 
from RANI M to RANI MUTHU vide 
affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, REEJA Mother of Service 
No. 15199449K, Nk VYSHAK 
C J, R/o.Vill: Padichira, P.O: 
Sasimala, Teh: Sulthan Bathery, 
Dist: Wayanad, Kerala-573579 
have changed my name from 
REEJA to REEJA KANAKKOT vide 
affidavit dt:20-7-2026 before 
C.Samuel, Advocate and Notary, 
Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, SAVITRI is legally wedded spouse 
of Service No. 13937102K, Rank: 
EX. NAIK (TIME SCALE) Name: 
PALLE VENKATA RAO, permanent 
resident of Flat No.304, 1-10-373 
to 388, Shreemukhs Kontham 
Towers, Brahamanwadi, Begumpet, 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad-500016, 
Telangana have changed my Name 
from SAVITRI to PALLE SAVITHRI 
vide affidavit dt:20-7-2026.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, SEGAPPHY Mother of Service 
No. 15164102Y, Hav  G 
DHATCHANAMURTHI, R/o. Vill & 
P.O: Alavidangan, Teh: Ilayankudi, 
Dist: Sivaganga, Tamilnadu-630713 
have changed my Name from 
SEGAPPHY to SIGAPPI GANAPATHI 
vide affidavit dt:18-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, VELAN Father of Service No. 
15193939F, Hav SANKAR V, R/o.
Vill: Earimalai, Post:Thirumalvadi, 
Teh: Pennagaram, Dist: 
Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu-636808 
have changed my Name from 
VELAN to VELAN KATHIRIYAPPAN 
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME & D.O.B.
I,  P VENKATA DURGA LAKSHMI  
spouse of JC-334295M SUB MAJ P V 
SURYANARAYANA, R/o. Sri Sai Balaji 
Abodes, Shanthi Nagar Colony, Yapral, 
Alwal Mandal, Dist : Medchal-Malkajgiri,  
Telangana- 500087 have changed my 
name & DOB from P VENKATA DURGA 
LAKSHMI, DOB:28-12-1986  to  PITHANI 
VENKATA DURGA LAKSHMI, DOB:15-05-
1987 vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
V.V.PRASADA RAO, Advocate and Notary, 
Uttam Nagar, Malkajgiri.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, VIJAYA LAXMI D/o. RAVOOR 
RAMANNA is legally wedded spouse 
of Service No.676632-F Rank: 
Ex.Sgt, Name: SURESH BABU 
MARATA presently residing at Flat 
No.301, Tower “E”, Ridge Towers, 
Chintal, Hyderabad-500037, 
Telangana have changed my name 
from VIJAYA LAXMI to MARATA VIJAYA 
LAKSHMI vide Affidavit dt:21-7-2026 
before CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate 
and Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, A ANAVARTHAM Mother of 
Service No. 15187367P,  Hav 
KARUPPASAMY M, R/o.Vill: 
Ellainayakkan Patti, PO: Pottalurani, 
Teh: Srivaikuntam, Dist: Thoothukudi 
(Tuticorin), Tamilnadu-628851 
have changed my Name from A 
ANAVARTHAM to ANAVARTHAM 
vide affidavit dt:21-7-2026 before 
CVN Ramakrishna, Advocate and 
Notary, Secunderabad.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, VENIGANDLA SRAVANI, D/o. 
Venkata Rao Venigandla, W/o. 
C G ANIL, aged about 33 years, 
occupation Doctor, R/o: Flat No 
401, Venkata Sai Residency, 3rd 
Street, Hanuman Nagar, Shilpa 
Park, Kondapur, Rangareddy, 
TG - 500084, declare that  
I changed my minor daughter 
name from Kum. DEEKSHITA 
YALAGA D/o. VENIGANDLA 
SRAVANI,  aged 7 years, Student 
of Class 2nd as DEEKSHITA ANIL 
CHAPPARADALLIMATH D/o. C G ANIL.
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MARKET
Sensex 77,470.11

Nifty 24,187.70

238.41

50.80

FOREX
Dollar 96.24

Euro 110.93

H760

H700

GOLD*
24 carat (10 gm) H1,44,220

22 carat (10 gm)  H1,32,200

SILVER*
1 kg   H235,000

10 gm   H2,350

D I PA K  M O N D A L  @ New Delhi

INDIA’S outstanding liabilities 
rose to `201.17 lakh crore in 
FY26 (provisional), up 8% from 
`185 lakh crore in FY25, even as 
the Centre maintained that pub-
lic debt remains fiscally sustain-
able due to a declining debt-to-
G D P  r a t i o  a n d  r i s i n g 
government revenues that have 
helped meet increasing interest 
payment obligations.

Responding to a question in 
the Rajya Sabha, Minister of  
State for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary said the debt-to-GDP ratio 
has been broadly on a declining 
trajectory since the Covid-19 
pandemic, indicating fiscal sus-
tainability of  public debt. He 

added that increasing revenue 
receipts have enabled the gov-
ernment to service interest pay-
ment obligations in a fiscally 
sustainable manner.

Of  the total `201 lakh crore, 
public debt formed the over-
whelming bulk of  this, account-
ing for 91.2% of  total liabilities 
at `183.43 lakh crore. 

Public debt
Within public debt, internal 
debt made up ̀ 173.55 lakh crore, 
while external debt, valued at 
the current exchange rate, add-
ed a further `9.89 lakh crore. 

Data furnished by the Minis-
try showed that interest pay-
ments increased steadily over 
the past five years, rising from 

`8.05 lakh crore in FY22 to ̀ 12.43 
lakh crore in FY26.

The fiscal deficit, however, 
has moderated over the years. It 

stood at `15.19 lakh crore in 
FY26 (provisional), compared to 
`17.38 lakh crore in FY23 and 
`15.85 lakh crore in FY22.

The government said it has 
adopted measures to effectively 
utilise available fiscal space by 
prioritising expenditure on so-
cio-economic development and 
growth-inducing sectors. 

As a result, the share of  effec-
tive capital expenditure in total 
expenditure has increased from 
18.7% in FY21 to 27.2% in FY26.

For FY27, the government has 
budgeted effective capital ex-
penditure of  `17.15 lakh crore, 
which is higher than the fiscal 
deficit estimate of  `16.96 lakh 
crore. According to the Finance 
Ministry, this reflects the gov-
ernment’s focus on productive 
investment expenditure while 
maintaining the debt-to-GDP ra-
tio at sustainable levels.

I N D O N E S I A
PRESIDENT’S FREE MEALS 
BUDGET CUT TO $12.8 BN  

Indonesia has further reduced its 
budget for President Prabowo 
Subianto’s signature free school 
meals programme to  229 trillion 
rupiah ($12.81 billion) from 268 
trillion rupiah and more  cuts are 
possible, senior officials running 
the project said on Tuesday. The 
programme is Prabowo most 
important and expensive election 
campaign pledge and has been 
central to  wider concerns about fis-
cal health. Originally, it  was allot-
ted 335 trillion  rupiah in 2026 with 
a target by the end of the year of 
reaching 83 million recipients - 
roughly 30% of the  population - 
consisting of students and preg-
nant women. 

T H A I L A N D
DEEPENS COOPERATION  
IN AI, TECH WITH CHINA

Thailand and China have agreed to 
deepen cooperation in technology 
and innovation as Bangkok seeks 
to strengthen economic and strate-
gic ties with Beij ing. The agree-
ment was announced in a joint 
statement issued following Thai 
PM Anutin Charnvirakul’s five-day 
official visit  to China. The two 
countries will  work to align policies 
in technology-related sectors, 
expand innovation exchanges, and 
collaborate in emerging areas such 
as artificial intelligence and supply 
chain resilience. Thailand aims to 
leverage Chinese expertise and 
investments to support its techno-
logical and industrial development 
goals. Both sides pledged to 
strengthen cooperation in foreign 
affairs and defence while reaffirm-
ing their  commitment to building a 
“China-Thailand community with a 
shared future”.

P H I L I P P I N E S
CHINA LOCK HORNS OVER 
SOUTH CHINA SEA

China  and the Philippines on 
Monday traded accusations after 
an encounter between vessels in 
contested South China Sea waters, 
with Manila saying one of  its navy 
personnel was struck on the head 
and Beij ing saying Manila provoked 
the incident. The Philippines said 
Chinese Coast Guard personnel 
aggressively struck one of its navy 
staff on the head with a wooden 
baton during an encounter in the 
Second Thomas Shoal on Monday 
in which a navy rubber boat was 
damaged. Southeast Asian foreign 
ministers will  gather in Manila for 
high-level meetings this  week, with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
also in attendance. Tensions in the 
South China Sea are expected to 
feature in the discussions.

S I N G A P O R E
TOURISM RECEIPTS RISE 
5.8% TO S$8.6 BN IN Q1

Singapore’s tourism receipts grew 
5.8% year-on-year to S$8.6 billion 
in the first quarter of 2026, sup-
ported by stronger visitor spending 
as the city-state continues its 
“quality tourism” strategy of 
attracting higher-spending travel-
lers. International visitor arrivals 
rose 2.9% to 4.4 million. Spending 
on sightseeing, entertainment and 
gaming registered the sharpest 
increase, r ising 22.8% to S$2 bil-
lion, followed by shopping expen-
diture, which grew 7% to S$1.4 bil-
lion. Spending in other tourism-re-
lated categories, including airfares, 
local transport and business travel, 
also edged higher. However, expen-
diture on accommodation and food 
and beverage declined. China 
remained Singapore’s largest tour-
ism receipts market. 

SBI Fund lists with 
7% gain; no further 
stake dilution likely
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

THE State Bank of  India (SBI) 
has ruled out further stake dilu-
tion in its mutual funds arm, 
SBI Funds Management, which 
got listed on Tuesday after a 
bumper IPO of  raising over 
`9,813 crore for which it has got 
oversubscription of  41.6 times 
for the OFS-only issue. The clos-
ing price values the company at 
`1.24 lakh crore.

The promoters, SBI and Amu-
di reduced the size of  the issue 
from the original `11,693 crore 
to `9,813 crore ($1.03 billion) af-
ter successfully raising about 
`1,655 crore through a pre-IPO 
placement. The issue ran from 
July 14 to July 16.

“We are not looking at any 
further stake dilution in SBI 
Funds. In fact, we would retain 
our holding at the current level 
(and would expand the distribu-
tion, technology and its pres-
ence beyond the top 30 cities,” 
SBI chairman CS Setty told re-
porters here on Tuesday.

The SBI Funds shares debut-
ed at `613.30 at a premium of  
6.85% over the issue price of  
`574. The `9,812.91-crore IPO, 
which was open for subscrip-
tion from July 14 to 16, was sub-
scribed 41.66 times. The SBI 
Funds Management shares set-
tled higher on the debut day, up 
6.3% at ̀ 613.30 on from the issue 
price of  ̀ 574 per share and rose 
to a high of  `624.95. 

The stock, however, settled 
lower at ̀ 609.75 per share on the 
NSE, down 0.585 from its listing 
price of  ̀ 613.30. The company’s 
market valuation stood at 
`1,24,277.04 crore.

Brokerage firm Emkay Glo-
bal has initiated coverage on the 
stock with a ‘buy’ rating and a 
target price of  ̀ 750, implying an 
upside of  nearly 31% over the 
IPO price. 

Through the OFS wherein the 
promoters sold 17.1 crore shares, 
representing up to 8.39% of  the 
paid-up capital with SBI dilut-
ing 4.89% stake from its 61.73% 
stake and Amundi India Hold-
ing by 3.51% from its 36.26% 
holding.

The listing will give a whop-
ping 3,600x returns to SBI or its 
shareholding jumping to about 
`68,670 crore, from an invest-
ment of  `19 crore or just `0.15 a 
share, according to the DRHP, 
while the French financial pow-
erhouse Amundi, which owns 
36.26%, with an acquisition cost 
of  ̀ 4.35 a share, will see the val-
ue jumping 125x to around 
`40,330 crore. 

TURNAROUND

Bandhan Bank 
Q1 profit rises 
35% as bad 
loans decline

INDIA’S NEED

RARE EARTH MAGNET 
DEMAND PROJECTED 
AT 8,220 MTPA BY 2030

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

INDIA’S demand for Rare Earth Permanent Magnets (REPM) 
is projected to reach 8,220 metric tonnes per annum (MTPA) 
by 2030, with the electric vehicle (EV) segment expected to 
account for the largest share, Minister of  State for Heavy In-
dustries Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

In a written reply to a question by BJP MP Aparajita 
Sarangi, Varma said the demand assessment was carried out 

by IREL (India) Limited, the 
Defence Metallurgical Re-
search Laboratory (DMRL) 
and the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC).

According to the assess-
ment, the EV segment, in-
cluding two-, three- and four-
wheelers, is expected to 
account for 3,250 MTPA of  
demand by 2030, followed by 
wind turbines at 1,800 MTPA. 
Demand from BLDC fans is 
projected at 980 MTPA, while 
consumer electronics and 
other applications are ex-
pected to require 820 MTPA. 
Smartphones and computers 
are estimated to account for 
600 MTPA, followed by indus-

trial motors at 500 MTPA. Demand from solar-powered pumps 
is projected at 170 MTPA, while elevator and escalator motors 
are expected to require 100 MTPA.

The minister also said the Geological Survey of  India (GSI) 
has identified 767 million tonnes of  rare earth element (REE) 
ore resources across India since the enactment of  the Mines 
and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment 
Act, 2015. However, India lacks industrial-scale facilities for 
converting rare earth oxides into metals, metals into alloys, 
and alloys into permanent magnets. 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Mumbai

PRIVATE sector lender Band-
han Bank on Tuesday reported 
a 35% year-on-year increase in 
net profit to Rs 502 crore for the 
first quarter of  FY27, aided by 
lower provisions and an im-
provement in asset quality.

The bank had posted a net 
profit of  `372 crore in the cor-
responding quarter of  the pre-
vious financial year.

Net interest income (NII) rose 
5.9% to `2,921 crore during the 
April-June quarter from `2,757 
crore a year earlier, while total 
income increased 1.2% to ̀ 3,524 
crore from `3,483 crore.

Gross advances grew 16.4% 
year-on-year to `1.56 lakh crore 
as of  June 2026, compared with 
`1.34 lakh crore a year earlier.

Among key segments, the re-
tail loan book (excluding hous-
ing) expanded 45% year-on-year, 
wholesale banking advances 
rose 38%, and the housing loan 
portfolio grew 6%.

Asset quality improved se-
quentially, with gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) declin-
ing to 3.1% from 3.3% in the 
March quarter, while net NPA 
(NNPA) eased to 0.9% from 1%. 
On a year-on-year basis, GNPA 
improved by 182 basis points 
and NNPA by 43 basis points.

The provision coverage ratio, 
including technical write-offs, 
stood at 85.9% as of  June 30, 
2026. Provisions and contingen-
cies (excluding tax) fell 40% 
year-on-year to `683 crore dur-
ing the quarter.

The bank’s capital adequacy 
ratio stood at 18.2% at the end of  
June, compared with 19.4% a 
year earlier. Return on assets 
(RoA) was 1%, while return on 
equity (RoE) stood at 7.7%.

“Our Q1 FY27 performance 
reflects the resilience of  Band-
han Bank’s franchise, the com-
mitment of  our teams, and the 
trust our stakeholders continue 
to place in us,” Managing Direc-
tor and Chief  Executive Officer 
Partha Pratim Sengupta said.

The bank said it remains fo-
cused on customer-centric, dig-
itally enabled growth by 
strengthening its distribution 
network and expanding its prod-
uct offerings.

India-Chile FTA to be signed by Oct
P U S H P I TA  D E Y  @ New Delhi

INDIA and Chile are aiming to 
conclude negotiations for their 
proposed Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) by October, said gov-
ernment officials aware of  the 
matter. The two countries are 
currently stuck on a few issues 
in the negotiations, which are 
expected to be resolved over the 
coming months. 

The proposed agreement is 
particularly important for India 
as it seeks to develop an alterna-

tive supply chain for critical 
minerals and reduce its depend-
ence on China. “The aim is to 
conclude the negotiations by 
October,” officials told 
TNIE.

According to media 
reports, negotiations 
for the proposed Com-
prehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) faced hurdles over 
Chile’s demand for market ac-
cess for certain sensitive prod-
ucts. Chile has sought greater 

access for products such as gold, 
salmon, apples, walnuts and 
other fruits and agricultural 

products, officials said.
Once the sticking 

points are resolved, the 
pact with the South 
American nation is ex-
pected to help India se-

cure supplies of  critical 
minerals such as lithium, 

copper, rhenium, molybde-
num and cobalt — key inputs 
for the electronics, automobile 
and solar energy sectors.

TVS Motor and  
Bajaj Auto see 
record sales, 
exports in Q1
A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

TWO of  India’s largest two-
wheeler manufacturers — TVS 
Motor Company and Bajaj Auto 
Ltd (BAL) — posted strong prof-
it growth in the June quarter of  
FY27, driven by a sharp rise in 
sales and exports, thus overcom-
ing concerns about higher pet-
rol prices and rising input costs 
amid the West Asian crisis.

TVS reported its highest-ever 
quarterly profit in Q1FY27, a 
51% year-on-year surge to ̀ 1,174 
crore. The automaker had re-
ported `776 crore during the 
Q1FY26. Its standalone revenue 
from operations rose 38% to 
`13,896 crore in Q1FY27 as 
against `10,081 crore on-year.

 “Commodity prices wit-
nessed a sharp upward 

trend during the quarter 
due to global market un-
certainties resulting in 
increased input costs. 
The Company partially 

mitigated the cost increas-
es through price adjustments 

and focused cost optimization 
initiatives, including scale ben-
efits,” said TVS Motor in a 
statement. 

Bajaj Auto also reported a 
strong Q1FY27 earning num-
bers, with the two-wheeler and 
three-wheeler maker posting a 
consolidated net profit of  ̀ 3,226 
crore in Q1FY27, up 46% from 
the year-ago period. Bajaj Auto’s 
revenue from operations rose 
65% year-on-year to `21,688.83 
crore during the quarter. 

The domestic business re-
corded double-digit growth 
across its operations, lifting 
revenue by 26% Y-o-Y.

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

CITING persistent inflationary 
pressures and rising commodi-
ty costs, carmakers have contin-
ued to raise vehicle prices. For 
the second time in three months, 
Maruti Suzuki India (MSIL), the 
country’s largest carmaker, will 
increase prices across its model 
range. The company on Tues-
day announced a price increase 
of  up to `30,000 across its vehi-
cle range, effective August. The 
exact quantum of  change will 
vary from model to model. MSIL 
had implemented a similar hike 
of  up to `30,000 in June.

The company said that for the 
past few months, it has been 
making continuous efforts to 
mitigate the cost impact to the 
extent possible through cost re-
duction measures. 

“However, with inflationary 
burdens now at elevated levels 
and the adverse cost environ-
ment continuing, the company 
is constrained to pass on a por-
tion of  the increased costs to the 
market, while continuing to en-
sure that the impact on custom-

ers is kept to the minimum ex-
tent possible,” said MSIL in an 
exchange filing. 

Earlier this month, Mahindra 
& Mahindra announced an av-
erage price increase of  2.7% on 
its sports utility vehicles (SUVs) 
and 2% on its Commercial Vehi-
cle (CV) range, effective July 10. 
Mahindra had attributed the 
price increase to commodity 
cost escalations. 

Not only Mahindra, but other 
carmakers have also gone for 
multiple price hikes in recent 
times. Major luxury carmakers 
such as BMW and Mercedes-
Benz India continue to revise 
their prices every quarter due to 
rupee devaluation.

The price hikes, however, have 
had a limited impact on car sales 
so far. Domestic passenger vehi-
cle dispatches from manufactur-

ers to dealers touched an all-
time high of  1,273,811 units in 
Q1FY27, rising 25.9% year-on-
year, as per SIAM data. Among 
mass market brands, Kia India 
raised prices by up to 2% 
across its model range 
from July 1.

Tata Motors Passen-
ger Vehicles last month 
decided to increase 
prices of  its four-wheel-
ers for the second time in 
a span of  three months. 
“While TMPV continues to ab-
sorb a significant portion of  
these increases, a part of  the im-
pact is being passed on to cus-
tomers through this adjustment. 
The extent of  the price increase 
will vary across models and var-
iants, ensuring that the overall 
value proposition of  each offer-
ing is maintained,” it said. 

METALS PRICES RISE 10-30% IN ONE YR
Industry sources said prices of essential commodities like steel, 
plastic and other metals have surged sharply since early March, 
when West Asia war broke out. Steel, non-ferrous metals and pla-
stic prices have surged between 10% and 30% in the last one year.

Govt’s outstanding debt crosses `200 lakh cr

767 mn tonnes of REE 
identified: minister 
The minister also said the GSI 
has identified 767 million 
tonnes of rare earth element 
(REE) ore resources across 
India since the enactment of 
the Mines and Minerals Act 

IT firms warn AI revenue will remain uneven
T E C H  U N C E R T A I N T I E S 

PA D M I N I  D H R U V A R A J  @ Bengaluru

ARTIFICIAL intelligence is cre-
ating new business for India’s 
largest IT services companies, 
but executives say revenue from 
the technology is likely to re-
main uneven in the coming 
quarters as enterprises divert 
more of  their AI budgets to-
wards model usage costs and 
demand quicker returns on 
investment.

The comments from Wipro 
and HCLTech indicate that 
while clients continue to spend 
on AI, the way those budgets are 
being deployed is changing. 
Companies are increasingly 
paying for the tokens consumed 
every time employees and appli-
cations use AI models, while AI 

implementation projects re-
main shorter in duration than 
traditional outsourcing con-
tracts. “You all heard about to-
kenisation. As the landscape 
evolves, clients are focused on 
net productivity and require a 
tighter linkage between their 
investments and their out-
comes,” Wipro CEO Srini Pallia 
said during the company’s Q1 
earnings press conference.

He added that AI spending 
was largely coming from exist-
ing technology budgets rather 
than new allocations.

“Clients’ overall budgets have 
not dramatically shifted, but in-
vestment into AI is happening,” 
Pallia said. “As that cost settles 
down, as we redesign the cus-
tomer processes and implement 
AI, they will dramatically see 
the return on investment... in 

the next few quarters, that 
should settle down.” 

The remarks come as AI mod-
el developers compete to reduce 
the number of  tokens required 
to perform the same tasks, low-
ering inference costs for enter-
prise customers and increasing 
scrutiny over AI spending. 

The trend is reflected in 
Gartner’s latest forecast, which 
projects worldwide end-user 
spending on AI platforms and 
models to grow 63.4% to $64.3 
billion in 2026. It said enterprise 
AI budgets are coming under 
greater scrutiny, with spending 
increasingly shifting towards 
providers that can demonstrate 
cost control, usage efficiency 
and measurable business 
outcomes.

BUMPER START
1  Shares debuted at `613.30 

at a premium of 6.85%

2  Listing will give whopping 
3,600x returns to SBI

CS Setty, SBI chairman

Note: All figs in ` lakh crore

GOVT DEBT
FINANCIAL 

YEAR
FISCAL 

DEFICIT
INTEREST 
PAYMENT

OUTSTANDING 
LIABILITIES

2021-22 15.85 8.05            139

2022-23 17.38 9.29             156

2023-24 16.55 10.64                 172

2024-25 15.74 11.16                186

2025-26 15.19 12.43                   201

With inflationary burdens now at 
elevated levels and the adverse 

cost environment continuing, 
the company is constrained 

to pass on a portion of 
the increased costs to the 

consumer   — MSIL

`30K Maruti Suzuki announced a price 
increase of up to `30,000 across 

its vehicle range, effective August 2026. 
 In June, MSIL had raised price of cars by `30,000

2% 
Kia  
India  
increased  
prices by up to 

2% across its model range, 
effective 1st July 2026.

2.7% 
Earlier this month, 
Mahindra & 
Mahindra announced 
an average price 

increase of 2.7% on its SUVs and 
2% on its CV range 

PRICING PAIN

Co said it is unable to bear inflationary pressure and will increase prices up to `30,000

Maruti to hike car prices 
second time in 2 months
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CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
NIT No.12/DB/EE/Chintal Circle-54/CMC/2026-27        Date: 21.07.2026
Name of the work: Laying of CC roads, Providing of temporary lighting for 
Bonalu Festival (2 works). Estimate Amount: Rs.35.24 Lakhs, Start date & time: 
22.07.2026 @ 03.00 PM, Last date & time for receipt of Bids: 30.07.2026 @ 
03.00 PM, Tender inviting Authority details with Mobile Number: Executive 
Engineer - Cell No. 9989930549, Head Draughts men - Cell No. 8712034411. 
Further details can be seen at e-procurement @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chintal Circle-54, CMC
DIPR R.O. No.6432-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21/07/2026

Government of Odisha 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

KATAKA (R&B) CIRCLE, KATAKA
(‘e’ – PROCUREMENT NOTICE)

E-mail.ID- sectcrb_2006@yahoo.co.in, Tel/Fax – 0671-2301751/2302751
Bid ldentification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 6 / 2026-27

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Kataka (R&B)Circle, Kataka on behalf of Governor 
of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE 
MODE from eligible contractors for Road and Building works as mentioned below.

2. No. of work :- 04 Nos.
3. Nature of work :- Road and Building works
4. Class of contractor :- ‘B’, ‘A’ & Special Class
5. Tender paper cost :- Rs.10000/- (online)
6. Available of bid document 

in the web site.
:- From 30.07.2026 to 

17.30 Hours of 13.08.2026
7. Date of opening of bid :- Dt.14.08.2026 at 11.00 Hours
8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be 

seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigen-
dum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said web site

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer 
OIPR- 34001/34012/1/26-27/0021 Kataka (R&B) Circle

34001/510/2627

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
‘E’ PROCUREMENT NOTICE MAINTENANCE WORKS

NIT No.08/EE-25/CRZ/GHMC/2026-27 Dated: 20.07.2026

Name of 
the work

Estt. Cost 
(Rs. In 
Lakhs

Start date / Last date 
& time for receipt 

of bids

Name & Address Officer
Cell No.

SI. No. 
01 to 04

Rs. 84.05 
Lakhs

Download start date: 
22.07.2026 at 10.30 AM

Last date receipt of bids: 
25.07.2026 at 03.00 PM

Sri R Yadgiri, EE, Circle-25, 
Charminar Zone, Masqati Ground, 

Darab Jung Colony, Santosh Nagar, 
Hyderabad. 

Ph. No. 9030478364
For further details can be seen at e-procurement @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/-  Executive Engineer, 25-Santosh Nagar, CRZ, GHMC.
DIPR R.O. No.6461-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 21/07/2026



D A R S H I T A  J A I N

S
OFT melodies, honest 
lyrics and a thoughtful 
mix of  classical influ-
ences and contemporary 
indie music have helped 

Garvit and Priyansh carve a 
space for themselves in India’s 
independent music scene. Over 
the years, the singer-songwrit-
er duo has built a loyal follow-
ing with songs that feel deeply 
personal yet relatable. Tracks 
like Kahe Mose, Theher Ja, 
Raaziyan, Rang and Jiya Mera 
have resonated with listeners 
for their warmth and emotion-
al depth. During their recent 
visit to Hyderabad for their 
Kaahe Mose India Tour, the duo 
sat down with CE to talk about 
their journey, the stories be-
hind their music and every-
thing they’ve learnt along the 
way.

Talking about their first time 
performing in Hyderabad, the 
duo shared, “This was our first 
time performing in Hyderabad, 
and it was a great experience 
f o r  u s  a n d  e v e r y o n e 
watching.”

The overwhelming response 
from listeners was what even-
tually brought them to Hydera-
bad. “We were not sure if  we 
were going to perform in Hy-
derabad. However, we received 
a lot of  requests on Instagram 
and really wanted to add a cou-
ple of  cities in South India, 
which is how Hyderabad be-
came a part of  the tour,” Priya-
nsh expressed.

For Garvit and Priyansh, one 
decision changed the course of  
their careers. Moving to Mum-
bai together in 2022 gave them 
the chance to build a studio, 
spend every day creating music 

and grow together as artists. 
“When you actually live togeth-
er, you make songs together 
every day and learn a lot. I 
think we both became the turn-
ing point of  our journey,” Gar-
vit expressed.

Although Kahe Mose became 
their breakout hit, they insist 
they never chase trends or 
write songs with the hope that 
they’ll go viral. Reflecting on 
the song’s success, Priyansh 
narrated, “For us, every song is 
the same, and with Kahe 
Mose, people started con-
necting with it, wheth-
er it was the chorus or 
the second half. We 
also got the biggest en-
dorsement we could 
have ever received from 
Arijit Singh dada, and I think 
that elevated the song’s journey 
even more.”

Their creative process is 
equally uncomplicated. “There 
are a lot of  processes, but what 

we recently started focusing 
on is finding the right com-
position. We create a lot 
of  melodies and keep the 
one that fits or the one we 
like the most. Then we 

work on the lyrics 
and the situa-

tion, trying to 
capture the 

s o u l 
t h ro u g h 
the melo-
d y  a n d 
add more 

soul to the lyrics,” Garvit 
stated.

Even as music trends contin-
ue to change, the duo remain 
focused on creating songs they 
genuinely connect with. Shar-
ing their thoughts on why soul-
ful music continues to find lis-
teners, they shared, “We never 
make music thinking about 
trends. We make music that we 
like.”

When asked to recommend 
one song to someone hearing 

their music for the first 
time, both instantly 
chose Theher Ja. Smil-
ing,  they shared, 
“Taaki woh log bhi 
thair jaaye humare 

paas.” (Smiles)
With a Netflix project 

and their first album in the 
works, the duo have plenty to 
look forward to. Yet, they say 
what keeps them returning to 
the studio every day isn’t suc-
cess or recognition, but the 
simple joy of  making music. “I 
think the feeling of  sukoon and 
happiness we get from making 
music, and even listening to 
our own music, keeps us going 
because it always uplifts our 
mood. New music keeps inspir-
ing me, and sometimes even a 
single element is enough to 
make me think we can create 
something amazing with it. I 
start working on it, make him 
listen to it, and then we begin 
creating music and magic to-
gether,” the duo concluded.
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T E J A L  S I N H A

L
ONG before it be-
came her signature, 
Banarasi weaving 
was Jayanti Red-
dy’s first love, the 
fabric she instinc-
tively gravitated to-

ward as a child, and still 
reaches for today. That en-
during fascination now takes 
centre stage in her latest col-
lection, the Banarasi Edit, a 
love letter to one of  India’s 
most iconic textile tradi-
tions. For her, this is more 
than revival, it’s reinterpre-
tation, an attempt to bring 
Banaras textile into a con-
temporary narrative without 
losing its soul. In a conversa-
tion with CE, the designer 
traces her lifelong relation-
ship with handwoven tex-
tiles, reflects on the quiet 
grandeur of  Hyderabad, and 
the years spent alongside 
weavers in Banaras — learn-
ing looms, zari, and card-
punching firsthand and 
more.

Excerpts 

When did handwoven 
textiles become cen-
tral to your designs?
Textiles have always 
been at the heart of  my 
creative  langua g e. 
Growing up in India, I 
was constantly sur-
rounded by extraordi-
nary craftsmanship — 
whether in heirloom 
sarees, temple architec-
ture, or the quiet art-
istry of  local weaving 

traditions. Over time, I real-
ised that handwoven textiles 
were not just fabrics, but liv-
ing narratives of  culture, pa-
tience, and legacy. As my 
brand evolved, I became in-
creasingly drawn to preserv-
ing these narratives while 
presenting them through a 
more contemporary lens. 
Handwoven textiles offered 
me the perfect medium — 
they carry history, yet they 
also possess an incredible 
versatility that allows them 
to feel relevant, powerful, 
and timeless in modern 

wardrobes.

What continues to chal-
lenge you creatively after 
establishing such a strong 
design identity?
The largest creative chal-
lenge is constant evolution 
without losing authenticity. 
Once a brand develops a 
clear identity, there’s a re-
sponsibility to remain true 
to its core while still surpris-
ing your audience. For me, 
that means continuously re-
imagining heritage textiles, 
silhouettes, and craftsman-
ship in ways that feel fresh, 
emotionally resonant, and 
culturally respectful. I’m 
deeply inspired by pushing 
boundaries — whether 
through sustainability, un-
conventional textile pair-
ings, or reinterpreting tradi-
tional Indian couture for a 
new generation. Creativity, 
for me, lies in honouring the 

past while continuing to de-
s i g n  fo r  t h e  f u t u re 
fearlessly

W hat  inspired  the  
Banarasi Edit?
The Banarasi Edit is deeply 

personal for me. Ever 
since I was young, Ba-
narasi textiles were al-
ways my first choice. 
Even as a child, I was 
instinctively drawn to 
the richness, grandeur, 
and artistry of  a Ba-
narasi weave. To this 

day, when it comes to 
choosing a saree, my 
first instinct is always 
Banaras. The edit was 

born from that lifelong admi-
ration. Banaras represents 
one of  India’s most extraordi-
nary textile legacies, and I 
wanted to celebrate its beauty 
in a way that felt both rever-
ential and relevant. More 
than revival, this collection 
was about reinterpretation — 
bringing the magnificence of  
Banarasi craftsmanship into 
a contemporary narrative 
while preserving the soul, el-

egance, and authenticity that 
make it so timeless.

How does the city influ-
ence your design style?
Hyderabad has profoundly 
shaped my design perspec-
tive. It is a city where regal 
history, old-world craftsman-
ship, and contemporary so-
phistication coexist beauti-
fully. From its architecture 
and pearls to its understated 

opulence, Hyderabad embod-
ies a kind of  refined gran-
deur that deeply resonates 
with my aesthetics. That in-
fluence often reflects in my 
work through rich detailing, 
layered storytelling, and a 
sense of  elegance that feels 
both rooted and modern. The 
city constantly reminds me 
that tradition and innova-
tion can exist in perfect 
harmony.

How closely do you collab-
orate with weavers during 
the design process?
My relationship with Banar-
asi weaving and this whole 
process goes back a long way! 
Earlier in my career, I spent 
days at a time in Banaras 
working closely with weav-
ers, understanding every 
layer of  the process firsthand. 
From studying the intrica-
cies of  the textile itself, to 
witnessing how the looms 
functioned, learning the 
card-punching process, se-

lecting zari, and truly under-
standing the immense crafts-
manship behind each weave 
— it was an invaluable part 
of  my journey as a designer. 
Those experiences gave me a 
profound respect not just for 
the textile, but for the artisan 
communities who sustain 
this extraordinary legacy.

Today, while technology 
has made the process far 
more seamless and efficient, 
with much of  our communi-
cation and development hap-
pening remotely, our involve-
ment remains just as strong. 
We continue to work very 
closely with artisans, sup-
porting them at every stage, 
ensuring that their crafts-
manship is preserved, cele-
brated, and meaningfully 
sustained.

WEAVING THE BANARASI WAY
DESIGNER JAYANTI REDDY 

SPEAKS TO CE ABOUT 
ON HER LIFELONG LOVE FOR 

BANARASI TEXTILES, 
WORKING HAND-IN-HAND 

WITH WEAVERS, AND  
REIMAGINING HERITAGE FOR 

THE MODERN WARDROBE

THE QUIZ WILL BE PUBLISHED
 EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Send answers to cityexpresshyd@
newindianexpress.com with 

the subject line ‘Know Your City 
Quiz’ Correct answers and names 

of first three respondents with right 
answers will be  featured  

in CE  on Thursday.

1 What is typically offered 
as Bonam during 

Bonalu?

2 According to a recent 
ASI inscription discovery, 

Bonalu can be traced back to 
which year?

‘We make music 
that we like’

S H R E Y A  V E R O N I C A

F
OR generations of  
readers, Ruskin Bond’s 
stories have been a 
gateway to the joys of  
literature. His gentle, 

evocative writing has found 
a place not only on book-
shelves but also in school 
textbooks, introducing 
young readers to his time-
less storytelling. Now, 
Ruskin’s autobiography 
Lone Fox Dancing  has 
reached Telugu readers as O 
Ekantha Jeevi Brathukata, 
translated by noted writer 
Dasari Amarendra and pub-
lished by Tirupati Kiran. At 
a recent book reading ses-
sion at Kathatitam in Hy-
derabad, CE spoke to Am-
a r e n d r a  a b o u t  t h e 
experience of  translating 
one of  India’s most beloved 
authors.

For Amarendra, transla-
tion begins with admira-
tion. A writer of  short sto-
ries and essays himself, he 
says he only chooses books 
that he believes deserve a 
wider audience. “Whenever 
I come across a remarkable 
book, I feel it should be 
available in Telugu too,” he 
says. To him, translation is 
the deepest way of  under-
standing a work. “Reading, 
discussing and writing 
about a book helps you un-
derstand it, but translation 
takes you behind every line 
and nuance. It lets you un-
derstand what the author is 
truly trying to say,” he 
adds.

His relationship with 

Ruskin Bond’s writing 
spans more than five dec-
ades. Amarendra first read 
The Room on the Roof in 1971 
and was deeply moved by it. 
Years later, when publisher 
Tirupati Kiran suggested 
translating Ruskin’s autobi-
ography, curiosity soon 
turned into passion.

What fascinates him most 
about Ruskin is his unwa-
vering commitment to writ-
ing. “Very few writers in 
India survive solely through 
their writing. Ruskin decid-
ed early in life that he want-
ed to be a writer and re-
mained true to that decision. 
He believed in words and 
never compromised them,” 
Amarendra shares.

He also admires Ruskin’s 
simplicity and optimism. 
Despite growing up in dif-
ficult circumstances 
and facing financial 
struggles, Ruskin-
remained con-
tent with who he 
was. “His hones-
ty and frankness 
are what I admire 
the most. I also 
see a bit of  my-
self  in his jour-
n e y , ”  h e 
narrates. 

Several mo-
ments in Lone 
Fox Dancing res-

onated with Amarendra 
personally. Ruskin’s reflec-
tions on loneliness, friend-
ship and growing up re-
minded him of  his own life. 
“I felt as though I was living 
in the places he described 
and reliving those memo-
ries with him,” he says.

Surprisingly, Amarendra 
found the translation proc-
ess effortless. “To me, 
Ruskin Bond is first a child 
at heart, not merely a cele-
brated author. Though I have 
never met him, I feel I under-
stand him through his writ-
ing,” he notes. He credits 
Ruskin’s simple, elegant 

English for mak-
ing the work 
enjoyable. “I 
felt as though 
I was walking 
beside him 
through dif-

ferent stages 
of  his life. 
T h e r e 

was immense joy in trans-
lating this book,” he adds.

At 73, Amarendra says he 
wants to spend the next few 
years reading, travelling 
and translating. While he 
has no specific project in 
mind, he admits he would 
like to translate another of  
Ruskin’s shorter works.

For publisher Tirupati 
Kiran, the project was a per-
sonal dream. “Ruskin Bond 
and I share the same birth-
day, and I grew up reading 
his books,” he says. Keen to 
introduce international lit-
erature to Telugu readers, 
Kiran acquired the transla-
tion rights and entrusted 
the work to Amarendra. 
Meeting Ruskin in person 
and presenting him with the 
Telugu edition, he says, re-
mains one of  the proudest 
moments of  his publishing 
journey.
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ART OF TRANSLATING 
RUSKIN BOND

Jayanti Reddy

Dasari  Amarendra

Garvit and Priyansh
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Balakrishna suffers injury 
during Kakinada shoot

Fly the flag
The National Flag of India was 
adopted in its present form 
during the meeting of Constituent 
Assembly held on this day in 1947

 DAY’S DIARY
MAN BEHIND THE DESIGN

Pingali Venkayya proposed to 
have two red and green bands 
to symbolise the two major 
communities in the country: 
Hindus and Muslims

ENHANCEMENT

Mahatma Gandhi suggested 
adding a white band to 
represent peace and the rest 
of the communities living in 
India, and the ‘Charkha’

TRICOLOUR SYMBOL OF INDIA

The saffron-white-green tricolour, 
which has long been the Congress 
flag, with the Ashoka wheel in blue 
embossed on it in the middle, was 
adopted as the National Flag
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A
CTOR-politician Nan-
damuri Balakrishna 
suffered a minor leg 
injury while shooting 
for his upcoming film 
at the Kakinada Port. 
According to initial 

reports, the incident took place 
during the filming of  an action 
sequence featuring Balakrish-
na and Manchu Manoj. Reports 
say Balakrishna slipped while 
performing the stunt and in-
jured his leg. The shoot was 
halted immediately, and the ac-
tor was rushed to a nearby hos-
pital in Kakinada. Doctors ex-
amined him and conducted 
scans to assess the injury.

Directed by Gopichand Ma-
lineni, the film is tentatively 
titled NBK111 and is currently 
being shot in and around Kaki-
nada. Known for performing 
his own action sequences with-
out relying on body doubles, 
Balakrishna reportedly chose 
to do the stunt himself  on this 
occasion as well.

Manchu Manoj plays the an-
tagonist in the film, and the ac-
tion sequence being filmed is 
said to be a crucial confronta-
tion between the two charac-
ters. After receiving first aid, 
Balakrishna was taken to the 
hospital, where doctors report-
edly advised him to rest for a 
few days. This marks the sec-
ond collaboration between 
Balakrishna and Gopichand 
Malineni after the blockbuster 
Veera Simha Reddy.

Kajal Aggarwal plays the fe-
male lead in NBK111, reuniting 
with Balakrishna after their 
successful outing in Bhaga-
vanth Kesari. Although Nayan-
thara was initially announced 
as the heroine, reports suggest 
Kajal later replaced her.

Meanwhile, Balakrishna re-
cently launched another project 
with director Koratala Siva in 
Amaravati. Once he recovers 
and completes NBK111, he is 
expected to begin work on the 
Koratala Siva directorial.

Apart from his film commit-
ments, Balakrishna continues 
to serve as the MLA from the 
Hindupur Assembly constitu-
ency, a seat he has won for the 

third consecutive term. He also 
serves as the Chairman of  the 
Basavatarakam Indo-American 
Cancer Hospital and Research 
Institute in Hyderabad.

The team has given an offi-
cial statement about Balakrish-
na’s injury. “During the filming 
of  an intense action sequence 
for #NBK111 in Kakinada, Nan-

damuri Balakrishna Garu sus-
tained a minor muscle tear. As 
advised by the medical team, 
he will undergo a minor surgi-
cal procedure to ensure a swift 
and complete recovery. His un-
wavering dedication, disci-
pline, and passion for cinema 
continue to inspire everyone 
on the sets of  #NBK111,” said 

the statement.
It further stated that it is a 

routine procedure. “The proce-
dure is routine, and there is ab-
solutely no cause for concern. 
We wish him a speedy recovery 
and look forward to welcoming 
him back to the sets very soon. 
— TEAM NBK111,” added the 
statement.

Balakrishna suffers injury 
during Kakinada shoot

Actor-politician Nandamuri Balakrishna sustained a minor 
leg injury while shooting for his upcoming film with director 

Gopichand Malineni in Kakinada

C
ELEBRATIONS over 
Lenin’s tremendous suc-
cess are still not over in 
the Akkineni family. 
Rightly so, as the film 

marked Akhil’s first commer-
cial success in almost a decade. 
The film’s latest success cele-
bration was attended by Na-
garjuna, along with his sons 
Chaitanya and Akhil.

As part of  the celebrations, 
the makers honoured distribu-
tors and exhibitors by present-
ing them with shields. “In the 
past, we used to celebrate a 
film’s success by inviting dis-
tributors and exhibitors and 
presenting them with shields. 
Now, we are once again organ-
ising such a celebration for 
Lenin, which gives me a won-
derful feeling. When I heard 
that the film is still running 
with houseful boards in thea-
tres, my heart was filled with 
joy,” Nagarjuna said at the suc-
cess meet.

He thanked veteran writer 
Satyanand for his valuable 
contribution to the film. “Writ-
er Satyanand garu’s inputs 
were immensely valuable to 
the story. We also had several 
discussions with Ramajogayya 
Sastry garu regarding the 

songs. I must especially appre-
ciate our Annapurna post-pro-
duction team,” he said.

Nagarjuna also spoke about 
the worrying trend of  delayed 
film releases in Tollywood and 
advised post-production teams 
to give ample time to colour-
ists. “Even if  we hand over the 
film to our colourist just two 
days before release, they deliv-
er outstanding output. Imagine 
the quality they can achieve if  
they get the film two weeks in 
advance. I sincerely request all 
filmmakers to give the post-
production team at least two 
weeks before release,” he said.

He drove his point home 
about release delays, citing 
Christopher Nolan’s sincerity 
in sticking to the release date 
of  his recent epic drama The 
Odyssey. “They announced the 
release date of  The Odyssey a 
year in advance and are stick-
ing to it. We also announce re-
lease dates, but we keep post-
poning our films several times. 
Even Lenin was postponed a 
few times. I don’t understand 
why we can’t stick to the origi-
nal release date. It is important 
that everyone honours the 
dates they announce,” he said, 
also recalling the healthy prac-

tice that Tollywood once used 
to follow. “There was a time 
when we used to watch the fi-
nal copy of  a film almost a 
month before its release. Un-
fortunately, that doesn’t hap-
pen anymore.”

Speaking about Lenin’s suc-
cess, Nagarjuna praised the 
entire cast and crew. “Every 
actor has performed brilliant-
ly. Everyone worked on this 
project with immense love, 
and the audience and fans have 
returned that love in abun-
dance. Akhil has been waiting 
for this kind of  affection and 
these cheers for a long time. I 
don’t know how it feels for all 
of  you (fans), but for me, Akhil 
and Chaitanya, it feels like a 
festival. Our home is filled 
with happiness,” he said.

Nagarjuna concluded by 
thanking the audience for em-
bracing the film. “There is no 
greater joy than receiving 
phone calls from exhibitors 
and distributors saying the 
film is doing well. It makes us 
even happier when they tell us 
they are increasing the number 
of  shows. My heartfelt thanks 
to the audience and fans for 
making Lenin such a huge suc-
cess,” he said.

Nagarjuna: Honouring 
release date is important

N A M R A T A  J O S H I

I
RANIAN filmmaker Shah-
ram Mokri’s Tajiki Persian-
Russian language film, Black 
Rabbit White Rabbit, begins 
with a famous tenet from the 

legendary Russian writer An-
ton Chekov, “If  the pistol was 
not going to be fired, it would 
not be hung upon the wall,” 
broadly implying that any ele-
ment or object consciously in-
troduced in the narrative, 
should fulfil its function and 
not be around for no useful 
reason. Or else it’d be a be-
trayal of  the reader/audience 
expectations.

Mokri follows the rule strin-
gently in his bewildering film 
in which guns and misfired 
shots tie up disconnected 
lives, settings and events. As 
do white and black rabbits 
and some baffling doppelgang-
ers. Not to mention a badly 
injured woman, recovering 
from a car crash, Sara (Hasti 
Mohammai), who is wrapped 
up in bandages yet for some 
strange reason is moving 

around with perfect ease. Not 
just that, she even wonders if  
she’d hit upon a human being 
once the bandages are 
unwrapped.

A gun deal in an antique 
shop, over an original Italian 
and its Chinese knock off, 
comes to an unfortunate end 
with an accidental death. Sara 
is having issues with her dom-
inating husband only to get 
additionally worked up with 
the car company representa-
tive’s assessment that the mis-
hap may not have been due to 
her carelessness but tamper-
ing with the brake oil. If  that 
weren’t enough, the delivery 
of  a gun, which Sara claims to 
have not ordered, creates fur-
ther rift between the couple. 
Meanwhile, a gun does the 
rounds on the sets of  the re-
make of  a classic Iranian se-
ries and has Babak (Babak Ka-
rimi), the props manager, 
fearing it might be real and 
doubly worried for not having 
tested it earlier. Also lurking 
around is a young actress (Ki-
briyo Dilyobova) who dodges 

her mother to audition for a 
role. Acting, however, is not 
quite all about pulling a rabbit 
out of  the magician’s hat that 
she mistakenly assumes it 
for.

The Tajikistan-UAE co-pro-

duction had its world premiere 
at the Busan International 
Film Festival and has travelled 
to several other international 
festivals since then. The meta 
narrative itself  has a similar 
roving spirit and meandering 

structure to it with the action 
moving between varied spaces 
and timelines, shifting be-
tween the past and the present. 
Morteza Gheidi’s camera adds 
to the momentum in the long 
takes as it follows and keeps 

pace with the busy characters 
at the shoot and captures the 
bustling energy and chaos of  
the location.

Co-written by Nasim Ah-
madpour and Mokri, the sur-
real script plays with the audi-
ence's mind as to what is real 
and what is an illusion and 
spotlights the wonderful ma-
nipulation that the medium of  
cinema itself  is supposed to 
be. The retakes and the multi-
ple angles used for shooting 
the same scenes add to the vis-
ual texture. Amir Esbati's pro-

duction design doesn’t just 
evoke the sense of  place but 
plays a vital role in adding to 
the element of  fantasy and si-
multaneously revealing the 
reality behind it. Breaking the 
fourth wall physically, as it 
were.

Having said that, the film, 
which eventually turns out to 
be about its own making, 
doesn’t come together well en-
tirely, neither on screen, nor 
in the audience’s mind. It gets 
too protracted and intricate 
for its own good and feels pop-
ulated with too many super-
fluous characters. Its con-
sciously confounding nature 
and moving around in circles 
fascinates and intrigues for 
its visual appeal but leaves 
with many unanswered ques-
tions and eventually a sense 
of  distance and disinterest in 
the characters and the goings-
on. After a point you give up 
trying to solve the puzzle. An 
eminently watchable film that 
is audacious and layered but 
spirals out of  control to turn 
inscrutable and challenging.

CINEMA WITHOUT   
BORDERS

In this weekly column, 
the writer explores the  

non-Indian films that  are 
making the right  noises 

across the globe. This 
week,  Shahram Mokri’s 
Tajiki Persian-Russian 

language film Black 
Rabbit White Rabbit

Shot in the dark

B L AC K  R A B B I T  W H I T E  R A B B I T

R
ECENTLY, we reported 
that Julia Garner is star-
ring in an Apple TV+ se-
ries titled Guilty Crea-
tures. Now, actor Lewis 

Pullman has joined it in a lead 
role. This marks Pullman’s first 
television role since 2023’s Ap-
ple TV+ series Lessons in Chem-
istry. The series is based on 
Guilty Creatures: Sex, God, and 
Murder in Tallahassee, Florida, 
a true-crime book by Mikita 
Brottman. Writer Sarah De-
Lappe is working on the screen 
adaptation. Also part of  the 
project are director Craig 
Gillespie and showrunner Stu-
art Zicherman. Guilty Creatures 
explores the story of  torrid love 
between an adulterous and God-
fearing couple who commit a 
murder. It explores the complex 
lives of  the couple and the emo-
tional impact of  the murder on 
them for 18 years. The lovers at 
the heart of  the story are played 
by Pullman and Garner, accord-
ing to reports.

D
IRECTOR Saailu Kaam-
pati, who made an im-
pressive debut with 
Raju Weds Rambai, has 
officially launched his 

second directorial venture. It 
stars actor Sumanth Prabhas 
in the lead role and was 
launched on Monday.

The new project marks Pro-
duct ion  No 10  o f  Sree 
Ve n k a t e sw a r a  C i n e m a s 
(Puskur Ram Mohan Rao and 
Bharat Narang), adding anoth-
er promising film to the ban-
ner's growing slate.

For his second outing as a di-
rector, Saailu Kaampati has 
written a rustic entertainer 
that blends romance, humour 
and emotion. Set against the 
backdrop of  a small town, the 
film promises a breezy love sto-
ry filled with relatable charac-
ters, rooted emotions and 
wholesome entertainment. 

Saailu to direct Sumanth Prabhas in his nextPullman to 
star in Guilty 

Creatures

T
HE legal drama Discre-
tion, starring Nicole 
Kidman and Elle Fan-
ning, is expanding as 
Josh Lucas joins the 

star cast. Based on Chandler 
Baker’s short story of  the same 
name, Discretion follows the 
conflict between Lenny (Fan-
ning), a summer associate with 
a prestigious Dallas law firm, 
and Sharon (Kidman), the 
firm’s most powerful partner, 
after she discovers a web of  
Non-Disclosure Agreements 
that mask an uncomfortable 
truth. The conflict derails the 
mentor-protege relationship 
and throws questions like: who 
gets to keep secrets, and at 
what cost? Lucas plays Greg, a 

lawyer and husband of  Kid-
man’s corporate law partner 
caught in the dark web of  
NDAs. A24 is producing the 
eight-episode series ordered by 
Paramount+ in October 2025.

Known for his performances 
in Ford v Ferrari, Sweet Home 
Alabama, American Psycho 
and Lincoln Lawyer, Lucas 
was recently seen in the hit se-
ries Yellowstone.

Kidman’s  
Discretion adds 
Josh Lucas


